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PREFACE 


T O THE 


Younc GENTLZMuEN of theſe 
Nations. 


for whoſe Service this ſbort Tra war 
chiefly intended, becauſe * the pt 
tape of your Birth or Fortune, 
the Level of other Morials, oe ey to 
our ſelves the Eyes of the reſt of the 
World; and babe it in your Power to do 
either much Good or nuch Harm by the Au- 
thority of your Example. For which Reaſon, 
the Adverſary of ali true Honour, as well as 
of all true Felicity, has of late planted bis. 
Balteries principally againſt you ad knowing - 
well that if be could Tor eat down your Re- 
lizion, the chief Bulwark of your 1 
and the beſt Security of your Happineſs, both 
for here and hereafter, he might the mare” 
eaſily break in upon Tp reſt of Mankind, 
2 10 


122 my ſelf, Gentlemen, to 9e; 
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10 the total Subverſion of Chriſtianity *n"theſe 
Kingdoms. And would to God be bad not 
alread appt prevaiPd upon too many! 
Would to God there were not too great Reaſon 
10 ap rebend, by the Progreſs Bat Infidelity 
| bas of late made amongſt all ſorts of Per- 
" ſons, that Irreligion, in a very ſort: lime, 
will become the moſt faſhionable Religion 
We evil Conſequence 4 "whieb muſt needs be 
the baniſhing, not only the ſmall! Remainder 
. of Chriſtian Piety, but by degrees, alſo all 
moral Honeſty from the Land; which can- 
nat long ſtay behind, after Religion is once 
one. | | 
8 The obviating ſo great an Evil, as it 
evgbt to draw the Attention of all good Men, 
i the principal Aim of the following Dia- 
. Torwes, which T take the Liberty, Gentlemen, 
- to_treſent you. The Grounds of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion ig the Subjeft I treat ; 
Chriſtianity it be Cauſe which I maintain: 
A Cauſe in cubich all well. uiſbers 0 Reli- 
Lion are highly concerns ; and therefore” li 
the greater Pity that there ſhould fo few ap- 
Fear in the Liſts for the Defence of "this 
common Caiiſe of all Chriſtians, bit /o 
many, both publickly and privately, bath by 
id and Writing, make"it their Bui 
s take Part with Infidelity. © And what” an 
- Overſight muſt it be (to ſay not hing tborſo of 
©. ir) for Chriſtians, of different Denominations, 
Jo be ever wrangling ani ſpending \ their 
"Strength againſt one another; wi ”y 
6 Sg a ta 
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tate lille or no Notice of the 1 daily 
made by the common Enemy, who iz ſapping 
i very Foundations of Religion, upon which 

bey.all Hand, in order 10 Flow them all up. 


| 452 perbaps is the more buſy in am uſing 
them wih Jealouſi ies and Fears 4 one ano- 


ther, and in ſeiting them | together by the 
Ears,. that he may, with leſs Oppaſition bring 


| abou! his Deſigns. againſt them all. 


But if the Adverſary of Truth and Re- 


ige ion bas f late gain d Ground upon Men 
of. all Ages, Sefts and Degrees „ "tis viſible 
that bis principal Aim, and bis chief Succeſs 


has been, and is, in corrupting the Minds 


% Yourh, and debauching them. ſrom Reli- 
gion. In which Enterprize be the egſier ſuc- 


cerdi, a daily Experience demonſtrates, 12 
firſt prevoilug on Toung Perſons. to lay aſi 

radical Part of Religion, and then by - 
Degrees, i having brought tbem 10 make 4 


Shipwreck of. their Conſens and to yield 
_ themſelves: up to follot freely their vicious 
Inclinat ions, be, wic bout Hal, perſuades 
- them," to ſhake off the fall Remainder of 
I Ralig ian, 4 being now 4a:troubleſome Com pa- 
nion, wha will not let them quietly enjay the 
_ Qlyefts,of their. Paſſions, but. is ever and anon 
diturbing them with Remor/es,. and with, the 
' porn 1 Thougbts \ of an unbappy  Eter- 
_ MY, So that the Will is Ft induced to 
re 
Power f the, Soul ſeeks. to draw in the 


1 artnet ſbip * / 
T3 A 3 


againſt Religion, and . tben. this blind 


Tlie, 


\ belliong by commanding ber to ſbut ber Eyes 
e the Light of thoſe Truths which are 
diſagrecable to. the Hill, and which fbe has 
1 mind ſhe ſbould Jer; and io exert her whole 
enen in magnifying all ſucb Areuments 
. flatter» or favour the darling Iuclination 
1 of ſhaking off tbe Reſtraint Religion. 
_. There — but ube lea Glance: of an 2 
to diſcover how —— this ry, y -of pro 
ceeding is; and con 8 — 
flangerous it muſt b 2 - matter: of ſucb 
— to rely upon a Judgmeni form'd 
y the Will, and not by 4be Underſtanding 
er Reaſon; the Light ef which is teil ſily 
put ont, that the Will my be more at Li- 
'berty to follow ber dark Iuclinalions. And 
yet theſe are the Men that would be (bought 
4 act the moſt rationally ; that ſet themſelves 
up for Wits, that word paſi for Alen ef 
rin Honour, and cal themſelves Free- 
| thinkers : M bereas intieed there ig neuther 
1 — of ling and. their Dhonghen 
1 Paurlial way of acting and ther Thoughts, 
| I of being truly free, are —— 
flaved by their Paſſtons, io thin juſt as theſe 
| will bave them, whetber right or our 
1 Bit that it may the more evidently ap- 
pear how little there it of» Reaſon in b 
| _ Proceedings of the Adverſaries\ of \Religivng 
it may ſuffice to take Notiee, that 4wbejotver 
guides himfelf by Reaſon, abs nothing," in a 
1k matter of Importance eſpecially, without ſonte 
alt be 3 as may ir ſalficient to. 
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determin @ rational Agent ; and ſuch at bears 


a due Proportion, both with the Im 
of the Matter in Hand, and the Danger 
that may be apprebended in caſe of a Miß 
carriage. Now the Mottves that are u 

moſt prevalent wid Mortals, are reduci 

to theſe: Three, Honour, Profit, and Plea- 
ſure ? And not one of theſe can be ſound in 
tbe 2 of the Enemies of Relię ion; at 
feaſt in fafficient to determin a 
reaſonable Man to embrace their way f 
thinking. © Trae Honour is due to nothing 


but true Excellence: And "tis bard to find 


what Excellence there can be in caſting off © 
Religion, which in all Ages bas been o, 
of the brighteſt Ornaments of ibe greateſt 
and wiſejt of Men; which they that: bave 
wanted, bade for the moſt part been equaily 
infamous for their Folly and Vices, and not 
degrees better than theſe Brates whoſe 
Similitude they ſrem'd to aft. Aud cer. 
rainy it muſt be allow'd io be more honour» 
ableizs May o owe bis Being to the Deity, 
than 15 bave unt ont of the Homb of j 
Chance ; fo be oberbeut'd by the Divine 
Providenoe, ban to lie at the Aeny r 
Fortune ; te babe u Soul that ran never dir, 

than to be put: upon the Level with Beajtss, 
to haus "nothing bere above the Condition of 
Matter, ud o bope for nothing bereafter : 
fn fine; to pat ina Clum 10 u bappy ER 
nity; than 10 lie -groveling upon the Eanth, 
and _ no fart ber than aut Suti ſac- 
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tions, common to us with irrational Crea- 
A. to Profit or Intereſt, I know ne Pre- 
s or Advantages in ibis MWorid to 
ebich Irreligion can entitle any Man and 
as to the next, the Adverſaries of Religion 
pretend to none. The true Int of Man 
conſiſts in procuring to bimſelf real and ſolid 
Goods; in which Kind, the Riches of the 
Soul are certainly far more valuable than 
other Poſſeſſions whatſoever. Now the Riches 
of the Soul are no otber than true Virtues 
which are not eaſily io be found where Reli- 
gion is wanting, which is the Root of them 
all, inaſmuch | as it contains or | affards. the 
moſt prefſing Motives and Encouragements 
a the purſuit of them all; and thereſere:no 
- wonder that 'they all languiſh and die when 
_ ſeparated from ibi. Root. But-if in this Life 
there is a more ſolid Intereſt to be found iu 
Religion, than. in tbe adverſe Syſtem ;\.wwhat 
will it be if we carry our View. beyond the 
Grave, and look forward into Aternity? 
Here tue ſball miret with a glorious Praſpett 
.» indeed. for the Lovers of Virtue and Kali- 
gion: But the Adverſaries f Raligian have 
10 ſhare in it, 10 Claim to any part it. 
The fartheſs that their Ambition can reach, 
t not ia be at all; and if, they, fail in this, 
bey can expect nothing-,but- io le for ever 
miſerable: a wretched, Alternative] For if 
'» their Syſlem be falſe (as the wiſeſt of. Men 
upon the firongeſt of Molives have 4. 
Wel 41190 een 
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been” convinced) what muſt become of them 
for Eternity ? or what Plea can th 
for themſelves, 10 the Great Judęe, but an 
affected Ignorance, which, ſo 5 from-lef- 
Jening, increaſes their Guilt? Nor if their 
Syſtem were true, would they get any thing 
by tt, hunt at the" 'moſt the Liberty of «lowing 
like Brutes : whilſt others enjoy. the Benefit 
and Comfort of improving themſelves" and 
their Fellourcrealures with" the Ornaments 
of Virtue, and entertain themſelves with the 
agreeable Proſpect of a Happineſs" for — 
Apes to come; in which' Proſdect, 77 
are deceiv' d, they are ſure at leaſt᷑ to loſe no- 
thing by this Belief : "tis at ibe worft but an 
innocent Error, on the ſafer Side f #be 
Queftion; by which they run u hazard of * 
. te that never ending Miſery, 40 the 
er of which the Enemies of Re ſo 
ly expoſe themſelves. © 
* ay: to 12 2 which any Man can 
pretend is by ſoaking off Rel: x they are 
but empty, airy Fides 0 / Pleafare, that 
"can" give no ſolid Sati: 2. to the Soul ; 
which can never find ber Happineſs in things 
fo vain and fooliſh, /o uncertain and uncon- 
ſtant, / ſhort and momentary, ſ% filthy 
and brutal, as are the Objects of theſe falſely- 
calbd Pleaſures. The pure, and indeed 
the only true Pleaſures, are ſuch as theſe 
Pretender, 1 Pleaſure bade no Sbare in 
"Their way of Thinking, and their way. of 
Hein binder them from any Reliſh" for 


3 5 them, 
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them, or any Noliom ef them. Such are thoſe 
Pleaſures; | whith the Sou finds in'the Pruc- 
tice of Virtue, in the Teſtimony of a "Good 
Conſcience, in an inward Peace, aud Li- 
derty of Mind, in the Contemplation of 


God and his Fruths, in the Thought of 


Eternity, Sc. Inſtead of which Pleaſures, 
their Syſtem expoſes them to all the natural 


Conſequences of Vice and Error, viz. perpr- 


tua! Uneaſineſs and Remorſe, ual 
Fears and Doubts, and @ dreadful Uncer- 
tainty, where it mo of all imports them 
to be certain. Ab! bow can any Rational 
Man enjoy one Moment of Pleaſure or Eaſe, 
who fees and knoten that be muſt very quickly 


Leap be kniws not whether ; bun that all 
the World tells bim, an ſomething toilbin 
him confirms it to be true, that it will be imo 
enaleſs Miſerv, if be die, as be noco lines! 
New if there by no folid Motivr o de- 
termin amy Man to take Pari with Irreli- 
gion; no valuable Coxſideration of any kind 
what/oever : What can It be U 4 trop 
Deluſion of the Father of Lies, or a wil- 


ful and aftefted Blindneſs, that bas engag 4 


% many in ſa deſterate; A Cauſe, to here their 
All is at State for Eb eh nothing to 
balance the Danger of This 8. Li; 
no not even ſo much i thetrifiine Conſidera- 
tion of a little temporal Honour, Intereſt, 
or Pleaſure, or any thing elſe, except ii 5 a 
| lle 
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falſe Liberty, which indeed is no better than 
a, true Slavery; and an AﬀeBtation of Nu. 
volty and Sing , Which if it recommend; 
them to the 72 of Rakes. and Fools, makes 
them contemptible to all ſober and wiſe Men? 
A, for Truth, which; they are willing to 
e to purſue, tis but too plain by all 
their. Proceedings, thal. ſo far from loving 
or- ſeeking: ber indeed, they are only ſtudying 
to amuſe — and others | with falſe 
aud deceitful Appearances, whilſt they refuſe 
o ſaot for her where ſbe is to he faund, and 
ail fully ſbut their Eyes againſt ber, uben 

r preſents herſelf, * looks them » pes 
Face, Na cbauder then that they nev 

ber, but. inſtead of this amiabie badi, em. 
drace an empty, airy Cloud. 

IJ. ſhall, add notbinę more by way of Preface, 
but only. exbort yu, Gentlemen, 10 read 
wil out 12 the fol Sheets, cobich, 
1 am-perſuaded, will fully convince you that 
Truth and Religion go band in hand; and 
that is in vain to {eek \for Traub ama 
* abe 0 W 
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7 bat there ib Goa, againſt the Achetts 
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Whit WW 13 er ene pew 
IR, Lou bave often — 
me againſt keepin mpany 
with Abeiſts : Te be had 
| to know, hat kind of People 
jou underſtand by that Name. 
7 utor. By the Name of Atbeiſt (chough 
this Defbrhination be. ſometimes taken in 4 


E wier N for all thoſe that ridicule the 
| =”; Scripture 


The Grounds of 
reveal d Religion) are proper- 
[i ly meant ſuch Perſons as, either abſolute- 
1 ly deny there is a God; or at leaſt call in 
. Queſtionehe Exiſtence of thisSupremeBeing, 
- Gent: Bat do you really think, Sir, there 
. are, or ever have been ſuch Men, as could 
" be called Atbeifts in chis Senſe 2 9 
ill Nut. It is certain there are, or have been 
ſome, who have made Profeſſion of diſbe- 
| lieving the Exiſtence of a God; or at leaſt 
if of doubting of the Being of a God. Lu- 
eilio Vanini, in the Beginning of the laſt 
Saale was executed for this Impiety at 
rulowſe in France; and Spinoſa in Holland 
15 pretended to draw up à regular Syſtem 
of Atheiſm; in which he is ſaid to have 
ſeveral Followers. And yet after all it is 
a moot Point, whether any of cheſe were 
any otherwiſe Atheiſts, than the Fool that 
* . bath ſaid in mrs HART There is 0 Gol 
P/. 13. alias 14. That is to ſay,” there 
is Reaſon to think they were rather Atheiſts 
of the Heart and Will, than of the Mind 
and Underſtanding. Their guilty Conſciences 
could not brock the Terrors of a future 
"i Judgment, and therefore made them think 
it their Intereſt to vote down an all-ſeeing 
__—_ And the Affectation of Singuluri- 
„and the vain Deſire of procuring chem. 
l, 2 a Name, though by the of 
"i "all Extravagancies, 'emboldened theny to 
1 deny the Being of him whoſe Juſtice they 
i} bad fo much Reaſon to opprevend-. Hence, 
= ſhutting 
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ſhutting their Ears to the Voice of Nature, 


and turning away their Eyes from the Pro- 
n WM fpe&t of the whole Creation, which in eve- 
. Part ſo plainly declares the Power, Wiſ⸗ 
e „and neſs of its Creator, th 
dſtruggled in vain to perſwade themſelves a 


others, that this immenſe Variety of Beings 
nin the Heavens, Earth, and Seas; the 
e. conſtant and regular Motions of the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars; the admirable Harmo- 
u. ny of the whole Univerſe z the ſtupen- 
0 dous Structure, Regularity, Contrivance, 
tand Order of all the Parts in the Bodies 
„of Men, and other living Creatures, ſo 
m exactly proportion'd one to another, and 
ve! fo juſtly fitted for their feveral Uſes: In. 
i; W fine, that the wonderful Fabrick of the 
ere! Eyes, Ears, and other Inſtruments of Senſe, 
da and the very Faculties of Senſation, Rea- 
-- fon, Underſtanding, Memory, and Free- 
ere! will, were not the Effects of any Art, Wiſ- 

its dom, or Underſtanding in their Cauſe ; but 
ui all owed their Origin to blind Chance, or, 
which is no leſs abſurd, to a Principle which 
they acknowledge to be deſtitute of all 
Senſe and Contrivance, which they call 
Nature, Which, if you exclude a Deity, is 
but an empty Name; for Nature, in reali- 
ty, is nothing elſe but that regular Or- 
der which God by the Laws of his Provi- 
dence has eſtabliſhed in all Things. In Ef- 
tet, as it is the greateſt of Follies to ima» 
gine with the ancient Epicureans, that an 
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Infinity of Atoms, after an eternal Dance, 
ſhould at length, by an unaccountable Ha- 
zard, jump together to the forming of this 
whole Univerſe, and all ings therein; fo 
tis no leſs evidently nonſenſical to ima - 
gine, that this ſame Univerſe, with all its 
Beauty, Contrivance, and Order, has of 
its own Nature been as it is from all Eter- 
nity, without any thinking or intelligent 
Cauſe. . As it is equally abſurd to imagine 
that the Lias of Homer, for Example, was 
the Effect of à fortuitous Concourſe of a 
vaſt Number of Letters accidentally caſt 
upon the Ground; or that it ſprung out of 
the Earth as it is, or had its Being from 
Eternity, without any other Author or 
Cauſe but its own. Nature. And till Ican 
find a Man in his Senſes that is willing to 
believe, that this admirable Poem had no 
other Origin, I ſhall have Difficulty to 
perſwade my ſelf, that any Man in his Senſes 
can think that this World, which is infinite- 
ly more admirable, could ever exiſt of it 
fa, either in Time, or from Eternity. 
As for Protageras, Diagoras Melins, Me- 
odorus of Cyrene, and other Ancients that 
have been accuſed of Atheiſm, many ate of 
Opinion, that they were no otherwiſe Athe- 
iſts than by rejecting the ridiculous Divinities 
of their Countrymen : 4070 which Account 
we lind the ancient Chriſtians were alſo ac- 


cuſed by the Heathens of being Athciſts, 
And as for ſome barbarous Nations diſ- 
Ran E covered 
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covered in theſe latter Ages in America, 
and the Southern Parts of Africa, which 
ſome Authors have flung into'the Number 
of Atheiſts, the more accurate Accounts ac- 
cuſe them not ſo much, of denying the Di- 
vinity, as of neglecting to Worſhip any 
Divinity z of which kind of Atheiſts we 
have many nigher home. So that whether- 
there are, or ever were any ſuch thing as 
determined Atheiſts, is ſtill a Problem. 
Gent. What need then of beating the 
Air, . by, diſputing againſt Men that nev 
had a Being in this World? | 
Tut. Becauſe, though tis probable there 
never were any ſuch thing as determined 
Atheiſts; yet this is not certain. Much 
leſs is it certain, that there is no danger 
of ſome weak People being work' d into a 
Doubt of this capital Truth by the Pre- 
tenders: to Atheiſm; and therefore tis pro- 
per to furniſh them with an Antidote againſt 
this mortal Poiſon. | . 
Gent. I ſhould be glad, Sir, if you are 
at leiſure, to hear from you the chief Ar- 
guments by which the Chriſtian Philoſopher 
proves that there is a God. But firſt be 
pleaſed to tell me, what is your Idea ot 
God, or what you. underſtand” by that 
Name? 4. * * | | | 
Tut. When I ſpeak of God, I under-- 
ſtand an Eternal, Tif.exiſtent, Intelligent, 
All-powerful, and All-wiſe Being, the 
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Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of all 
Things. | 
Gent. How then do you prove that there 
has been Something from all Eternit? 

Tut. Becauſe if there ever was a Time, 
when there was nothing at. all that had a 


Being, the Sun, Moon, Stars, and Ele- 
I ments, or Whatever elſe it was that firſt 
= Jump'd out of the Abyſs of Nothing, 
4 muſt either have given a Being to itſelf, 
or receiv'd this Being from ſomething elſe 

1 which had no Being. But it is 2 
0 impoſſible, that what before was meer No- 
thing, ſhould either of it ſelf jump into a 
Being, or, without having any Being itſelf, 
| thould give a Being to any thing elſe. There - 
r fore there has been Something from all Eter- 
WF _ nity ; otherwiſe there would ſtill have been 
we Nothing, for want of a firſt Cauſe, which 
1 could draw Something out of Nothing. 
1 Cent. But how do you prove that there 
. has been ſome intelligent Being from all 
I Eternity ? | 
| Tut. Becauſe, as it is evidently impoſſi- 

4 ble that Nothing ſhould give a Being to 
Something; ſo it is evidently impoſſible, 
that what of itfelf from all Eternity was 
no better than «thinking Matter, ſhould 
ever of it ſelf produce a thinking intelh;- 
gent Being. For that which from all Eter- 
nity was a dead unactive Lump, muſt, as 
to its own Capacity, remain ſo to Eternity, 


without ever being able to break out into 
| one 
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one ſingle Thought. So that as we demon- 
ſtratively know, by what we experience in 
our ſelves, that there is ſuch 4 Thing as 
a thinking, intelligent Being; ſo we demon- 
ſtratively conclude, that there muſt have 
been ſome thinking, intelligent Being from 
all Eternity : Otherwiſe, Thought and Intel- 
ligence: could no more of itſelf have jump'd 
out of untbinting Matter, than untbinting 
Matter could of it ſelf have jump'd out of 
Nothing. A435 ts * 
Cent. But how do you prove there muſt 
have exiſted from all Eternity, ſome One 
Intelligent, Self-exiſtent Being, which was the 
firſt Cauſe of all other Beings? | 
Tut. Becauſe, ſuppoſing what has been 
already demonſtrated, that there muſt have 
exiſted Something from all Eternity, and 
that not only dead, unthinking Matter, but 
ſome active, intelligent Being; it evident- 
ly. follows, that either we muſt admit an 
eternal Succeſſion of ſuch intelligent Beings, 
—— one from another in an endleſs 
rogteſſion, without any firſt ſelt-exiitent 
Cauſe ; or elſe, that in running upwards,. 
we muſt ſtop at laſt at ſome ſuch firſt ſelf- 
exiſtent Being, the original Cauſe and Foun- 
tain of all other Beings. Now it is evi- 
dently abſurd to ſuppoſe, from all Eternity, 
an endleſt Succeſſion. of Things, that have 
in their own. Nature no Neceſſity of Being, 
to have exiſted of itſelf without any orc | 
ſeif-exiſtent Cauſe, from whence this Succeſ- 
os B 4 ſion 
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net we our ſelves. 


of the Earth any Nation ſo barharous, no, 
not any one ſingle Perſon above te, e 
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ſion firſt ſet out, and to which it originally 
owes its Being. For if it be undeniably 
evident that zo one Thing, which of its 
own Nature does not neceſſarily exiſt, 
could at any Lime give itſelf a Being, or of 


itſelf ſpring out of Nothing, or be produced 


by Nothing; ſo it muſt be undeniably evi- 
dent, that an eternal Succeſſion of ſuch Beings 
could never exiſt of itſelf, or be pro- 
duced by Nothing. And therefore we muſt 
of neceſſity acknowledge, that theſe intel- 
ligent Beings which are in the World, owe 
their firſt Origin co one neceſſary ſell-exiſt: 
ent, intelligent Being, which has been from 
all Eternity, which we call CG. 
Gent. In what other manner does the 
Chriſtian Philoſopher d in demon- 
ſtrating the Exiſtence ol a GO d? 
Tut. By an eaſy Argument, adapted to 
all Capacities, taken 
Conſideration of this viſible World, and all 


things therein; which all conſpire in mag- 


niſy ing the ir Creator, and in plain Terms 


| 83 to all that will but take Notice of 


their Voice, I ig be that bath made. us, an 
Pſalm 99. alias 100% 
There is not, I believe, upon the Face 


dition of a dowaright Ideot, who, 
here like that 
wake Paint- 


faw a curious Watch, a 
of Archimedes, an excellent 


| ius or the like Products of human Art, 
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would not-without Demur. conclude, th 
ſome eminent Artiſt had made that Wa | 
or Sphere, and drawn that Painting: What 


then mult it be but Folly and Madneſs, not 


to ſee that. an Infinity of Men and other 
Animals, - whoſe ſtupendous Workmanſhip 
infinitely excels that of any Watch, or any 
other Effect of human Induſtry ; that the 
Heavens, with- all their regular Motions, 
of which that Sphere would be but an im- 
perfect Imitation; in fine, that this beau- 
tiful Landſtip of the whole World, is not 
the Work of an infiaitely wiſe and intelli- 
gent Artiſt ? 

But that the Force of this Argument may 
7 in a clearer Light, we will deſcend, 
if you pleaſe, to Particulars, that by a diſ- 
tinct Proſpect of all the different Parts of 
the Univerſe, we may the better diſcover 


in them all, the plain Footſteps of the 


Wiſdom and Power of their great Creator. 
And to begin with the Heavens above us: 
If there be no God, I would gladly be 
inform'd, who it was that has preſcribed 
to the Sun his conſtant and regular Courſe, 
by which he viſits us every Day, comforting 
and cheriſhing us with his Light and Heat; 
and after he has as it were waited-upon us 
during the Labours of the Day, gives us 
Time to repoſe, by withdraw ing himſelf to 
viſtt our Brethren in the other Hemiſphere ? 
Who was it that has taught him, by his an- 
nual Motion, to * out ſo regularly to, 
4 18 ä us 


to The Grounds of 
us the Seaſons of the Year by an unal- 


terable Viciſſitude z — = 
towards us, and givin Life, 
Emblem of a future —— — al 


the Products of the Earth; at other times 
| retiring from us to viſit the more ſouthern 
Part of the Globe, and give Time to our 
Part of the Earth to reſt, 7 recover her 
Strength for the Production of new Fetus ? 
Or if, as the Moderns will have it, the 
Sun moves not about the Earth, but ſtands 
unmoved in the Centre of the Univerſe ; 
Who was it that by an unchangeable Law 
has fix'd this immenſe Globe of Fire, 
(a million of times as big as the Earth) in 
the Center, ſo that this ſubtle, fluid, vola- 
tile Matter, of which it'is com 
never eſcapes out of this Confinement ? 
Who was it that imprinted thoſe regular 
Motiens, by which the Day and Fear are 
verned, upon this groſs and = Ih 
_ Glebe of the Earth, without any viſible 
Cauſe or Orden. Impulſe, which — 
Rea ſon or rience can diſcover, to direct 
or effect ron pore Who was it that has 
ſo exactly placed the Sun at the Diſtance 
which it is from the Earth? A Precau- 
tion ſo neceſſary, that if it were much 
A nigher us, we could not endure the Heat; 
if } much farther from us, we ſhould 
2 wich the Cold. 
Who was it that has order d the Courſe 


of the Moon, 2 
| | wit 
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with that innumerable Multitude of Stars, 
like ſo many Torches, to enlighten us by 
Night in the Abſence of the Sun? Whi 
little twinkling Lights, as they ſeem to 
us by reaſon of their vaſt Diſtance from us, 
are, according to the beſt Aſtronomers, in 
reality ſo very great, that the leaſt of them 
is bi than the whole Earth. What 
leſs than an infinite Power could make this 
immenſe Number of ſuch great and gloti- 
ous Bodies? What efs than an infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom could gi ve Laws to their conſtant 
Courſe ſo orderly and ſo regular, that in 
ſo many Ages ſince Men have firſt to 
make their Aſtronomical Obſervations, not 
one” of them all has ever alter'd its Mo- 
tion, or approach d nigher, or gone further 
off from its neighbouring/Conſtellations? 
Who was it that, in Favour of the Earth 
and its Inhabitants, has given to the Rays 
of the Sun the Force of gathering out of 
Sea and Land, of raiſing and holding up 
in the Air, that vaſt Quantity of Waters 
contain'd. in the Clouds, contrary as it 
were to the Laws of Nature, that this more 
ponderous Element of Water ſhould ſwim in 
the lighter Air? Theſe Waters, condens d by 
the Orders of him that rais'd them up; de- 
it 3 ſcend upon the Earth in Dews, Rain, Hail, 
nd Hand Snow, watering and giving Encreaſe 
and Fruit to Herbs, Plants, and Trees 
and, inſinuating themſelves into the Bowels: 
of the Earth, give 2 conſtant Supply to 
| Springs, 
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Water impregnated with Nitre, Sc. and; 


1 The Grounds of 
Springs, Brooks, and Rivers, In the mean 


time otherVapours, by an Inequality which 


they cauſe in the Air, which Philoſophy is 
at a Loſs to account for, give Riſe to Winds, 
by which the Air and Sea are both purified, 
and Traffick and Navigation are ſucceſsful. 
ly promoted ; whil{t Exhalations ofanother 
Kind enkindle and break out into Light- 
ning ang Thunder, terrifying the Minds of 
Mortals with the Apprehenſion of that 
Deity, by whoſe Orders all theſe Motions 
are directe. reh 

Who was it that has cover'd the whole 
Surface of the Earth with that incredible 
Variety of Plants, Herbs, Flowers, and 
Frees for the Uſe of Men, and other living 
Creatures, for Food, Phyſick, Ornament, 
Fuel, Building, c? Who was it that has. 
furniſh'd all and every one of theſe Vege- 
tables with that Order, Compoſition, and ex- 
quiſite Workmanſnip of all its Parts exterior 
anck interior, and that Multitude and Variety 
of little Tubes or Pipes (diſcernable in e- 
very Leaf and other Veſſels and Receptacles, 
by which the Aliment or Juice neceſſary 
for the Life and Growth of the Plant or Tree 


Digeſtion diſtributed through the whole 
Body, and concocted and brought to due 
Maturity? This. Juice or Aliment; origi- 
nally the ſame in all Plants, Herbs, and. 
Prees, as being nothing elſe but th Rain 


n mix d 


is percolated, and by a certain Circulation 
A 


po 7 229 . 1 


e xvi G 


a EF 4 AE act. 4 todo df. 


tbe Chriſtian Religion. z 
mix'd with the more ſubtle: Particles of 
the Earth, being drawn up, according to 
the Laws eſtabliſh'd by him, to whom all 


things obey, by the Sun's Heat, through 


the various Strings, which ( as the Micro- 
ſcope diſcovers) are alt hollow for that Pur- 

jus as through ſo many little Pipes, into 
— Root, and ſo into the Body of the 
Plant, affords us every Year a — 
Supply of Corn and Fruits of all Sorts, paſ- 
ſing through various Metamorphoſes, ac- 
cording to the different Modifications 
which it receives in the different Tubes or 
other Veſſels through which it paſſes: So 


that, what 'a few Months ago was Wa- 


ter, after paſſing through the State of Buds 
and Flowers, is now become Apples, Pears, 
Cherries, Sc. All which, for the 
ating their Species, have within them a Seed 
of their own Kind, in which the whole 
Free is contained in Miniature, which being 
caſt into the Earth, and there corrupting, 
ſhoots up into a new Tree, from whence 
innumerable. others may be, ne 
without End. a 
Wb was it that nin a Being as 
well to Man, as to ſo many other different 


kinds of living Creatures, Birds; Beaſts,” 


Fiſhes, and Inſects, with which the Earth, 
Air; and Seas — In all which, this : 
natural Philoſopher admires the beautiful 

Stuncture and compleat Symmetry ot the 


whole. Body, the —— Contrivance, 
120170 and 


i mie G 


and artful Diſtribution of all the inward and 
outward Parts, all ſo perſectly adapted to 
their ſeveral Uſes 3 that incredible Num- 
ber of Bones, Nerves, Muſcles, Veins, Ar- 
_ Se. — — —— 
and yet not one ſupernumerary. 
which could be placed to better — 
tage than it now is: That different Cloath · 
ing which the Author of Nature has accom- 
modated to the diſſerent Places of Abode 
of every kind of Creature 3 AP 
fenſive and defenſive with which 
furniſh'd ; the ſtrength of Wing: wh 1 
has given to the Birds to waft them through 
the Air ; and the Fins i ur — 
| - Cleave the Water, Se. 
| Bu whe Galhes-irof. — 
Workmanſhip of the Eye, moſt artfully 
compoſed of various Membranes and Hu- 
| mours, through which the Rays of Light 
. paſling and croſſing one the other, form-in 
the Retina, or Bottom of the Eye, a moſt 
perfect Picture of all the Things we ſee, ſo 
as to give to all and every one of them their 
juſt Dimenſion, , Figure, Colour, 
Sc? The Ear is no leſs wiſely contriv*d 
with feveral Turnings and Windings, in 
which, as in a Speaking Trumpet, the 
Sound is medified and conveyed to the 
Drum, and ſo to the Labyrinth of the Ear, in 
which it meets with various little Nerves ſub- 
ſervient to the Senſe of Hearing. And the 
— is: to. be diſcovered 
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other Organs or Inſtruments of Senſe, thro? 


| which, as through ſo many Avenues, the 


Images of the Objects that encompaſs us 
on all Sides are convey'd to the Soul. 
Who can ſuſſiciently admire the Wiſdom 
of thoſe Ways, and the Conſtancy of thoſe 
Laws, by which the Author of Nature 
ſerves in living Creature that Late 
which he has given ? that perpetu- 
al and regular Circulation of the Blood ? 
that natural Repoſe of Sleep, by which the 
exhauſted Spirits are recruited, and the 
whole Animal recovers a new Vigour ? 
that Digeſtion, by which the different ſorts 
of Food, which are eaten by Men or other 
living Creatures, become firſt a milky Sub- 
ſtance, which is call'd Chyle, then turn into 
Blood, and ſo into Fleſh, Bone, Sc? that 
Inſtin& in irrational Creatures, by which, 
without any previous Know they are 
infallibly directed, according to their dif 
ferent nn in m—— of the Means 
neceſſary for their ive Well-being, 
and the Preſervation — Propagution of 
—_— of which not one in ſo many 
Ages has ever yet fail'd? that wonderful 
forming; nouriſhing, and bringing to Ma- 
turity the Fetus in the Womb ? that Juſt 
Proportion of Stature or Bigneſs-appoint« 
ed for every Creature, Ce? 

Nor is it only in the and more 
noble Creatures that we diſcover the plain 
Traces of the Divinity, in their admirable 

925 Beauty, 


16 = The /Groundsof - 
Beauty, Contrivance and Workmanſhip: 


The, Contemplator of Nature is as much, 
or more ſurpriz'd at what he ſees in the 
leaſt Inſect, and at thoſe Wonders which 


the Microſcope difcovers to bim ix thoſe 


minute Animals, which cannot be perceiv*d 
by the bare Eye; and yet are not much 
leſs perfect in their Kind, than the moſt 
noble Creatures; nor leſs furniſh'd with all 
Parts interior and exterior neceſſary for 
Life, Senſe, Motion, Generation, Sc. How 
nicely fine muſt thoſe Veins be, in which 
the Blood circulates in - theſe immenſely 
little Creatures? How prodigiouſly ſubtle 
the vital and animal Spirits ? and yet ſuch 
they muſt have, or they could not live and 
move. O Sovereign of the Univerſe, 
how much does thy Greatneſs appear, even 
in Things ſo little! F 

In a Word, there is not any one Part of 
the Univerſe, not one ſingle Being in Na- 
dure, not one Thing in the whole Creation, 
which, if rightly confider'd, does not afford 


u a Proof of the Exiſtence of the Deity, 
and declare with a loud Voice his Power, 


Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. So that they are 


 anexcuſable, who, ſeeing every Day his | 


wonderful Works, will not acknowledge 
the Being of this great Workman, for fear 
RIS _ put a Reſtraint upon 

ir irregular. Appetites, by applying 
theraſelves to his Service. N Ws 


Gent, 
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Gent. But may not the Atheiſt plead for 
himſelf, that all theſe Wonders, Which you 
pretend to diſcover in this beautiful Uni- 
verſe, and in the wiſe Contrivance and 
Symmetry of all its Parts, from which you 


would. inter the Being of a God, are but 


the Reſult, af the Nature of the Things? 
They are ſo, will he ſay, becauſe tis their 
Nature. to be ſoꝛ X21 60:10 
Tut. This Plea will not ſerve his Turn; 
becauſe : the Difficulty ſtill remains, Who 
gave all Things this Nature; How 
could it ever come to paſs, if there were 
indeed no God that preſided over this U- 
niverſe ; na wiſe Contriver or intelligent 
Artiſt, for the effecting of all theſe Things; 
how, I ſay, could it ever come to paſs, that 
the Nature of all Things, ſhould be ſuch as 
it is? that all and every Part of the Uni- 
verſe, all and every Creature therein, al! 
and every one even of the minuteſt Parts 
in eyery Creature, ſhould be ſo. wonder - 
fully regular and beautiful, ſo exactly | ht 
portign'd, ſo wiſely adapted to its reipec- 
tive Uſe, that nothing could poſſibly be 
more artfully contrived? For what is this 
Nature, aſter all, of which the Atheiſt 


W talks ſo much? Is it a ſuperior Principle 


endow'd with. Reaſon, Contrivance, Un- 
derſlanding, and Wiſdom ? If fo, *tis the 
God whom we ſcek. If not, what ſigni- 
fies talking of Nature to amuſe the Vulgar, 
lince that which has nothing in it "one 
any race 


18 die Grounds of + 


 pher, beſides all theſe Ar 
fro 


Series of Demon 


the Condition of ſtupid anthinking Matter, 
can no ways account for the Beauty, Per. 


fection, and wonderful Contrivance of this 


Univerſe, which is little leſs than infinite? 

Cen. Does not the Chriſtian Philoſo- 
guments taken 
om the hs: aac the Creatien, furniſh 
you wath no leſs efficacious Proof 


© of the Exiſtence of God, from the Con- 


templation of our own Souls ? 

Tut. Yes. And this ment, to ſpeak 
the moſt modeſtly of it, is little leſs than 
Demonſtration. For ience convinces 
every one of us, that we have within us a 
Principle of conſcious Life, which we call 
our Soul ; and that this Soul is endow'd 
with, a vaſt Extent of Thought and Know. 
ledge; with a M of - innumerable 
Things; with a Free-will, which nothing 
N ; with e e Trop — 

contem e hi $, 
ſuch as u dhe Wan abſtract from Matter, 
even the moſt ſubtle Notions of Meta- 
phyſicks, the firſt Principles of., Sciences, 
the Laws of Argumentation, an iafigite 
ions, Oc. capable ol 
reflecting | Vp herſelf and her own Ope- 
rations, the Manner how ſhe acts; un- 


confinꝰd by Time or Place, as to her Ideas, 


and not to be ſatisfied in her Defires; with 
any thing leſs than the One true and ſove- 
Gent, What do. you infer from hor 

f {Uh 
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ut. I infer from all this, that Man's 
Soul is a Spirit quite diſtin&t from Matter 
or Bodily Subſtance, and from all the Qua- 
lities or Modifications of which Matter or 
Body can be conceived capable; having in 
itſelf; a Nature of its own ſuperior to, and 
independent on Matter; and conſequently, 
I infer, that it could not receive its ſpirt- 
tual Being from any other Cauſe than that 
prime and ſovereign Spirit which is God 
himſelf. And thus, from the Conſidera- 
tion of our own Souls, we aſcend to the 
Proof of the Exiſtence of a God. 

Gent. I-would gladly hear how you prove 
that Man's Soul is a Spirit, quite diſtinct 
ſrom Matter. | 

' Tut. I prove it, becauſe Man's Soul is 
endow'd with Thought, Underſtanding, and 
conſcious Life. But no Matter or corporeatl 
Subſtance can be endow'd with Thought, 
Underſtanding, and conſcious Liſe; atleaſt, 
if we abſtract from an Almighty Power, 
which Atheifts will not admit. Therefore, 
Man's Soul cannot be Matter, or corporeal 
Subſtance. The Minor 1 prove, 1, Frem 
the common Ideas of all Mankind, to 
which nothing can be more repugnant 
than that meer Matter ſhould be conceiv'd 


bin ting, underſtanding, or reaſoning : So that 


Atheiſts, who pretend to follow no other 
Guide than their own Ideas, and to believe 
no farther than they can ſee and conceive, 
ought not here to ſwallow ſo great an Ab- 

ſurdity. 


26 ze Grounds of 
ſurdity. - 2dly, I prove the Minor, becauſe 
all the known Properties of Matter, *which 
either Reaſon or Experience can diſcover 
to us, come to no more than this, That it 


is extended, diviſible, capable of being in 


Motion, or at Reſt, of taking an infinite 
Variety of | Forms or Figures, by the diffe- 


rent Order, Diſtribution or Arrangement off 


its Parts ; and of theſc being more groſs or 
more ſubtle, &c. hence all the Improvements 
which we can conceive meer Malter to be 
capable of, are no more than being nicely 
minced, ſharply pointed, or ſwiftly moved, 
But there is nothing in all this chat bears 
any Kind of Proportion with Thought, Un- 
derſtanding, or conſcious Life, or has indeed 
the leaſt Connexion with it: For, repreſent 
Matter with what Degree of Motion you 
leaſe, give it in your Imagination what 

iure you pleaſe, range its minuteſt Parts 
into what Order you pleaſe, conceive. chem 
as refined and ſubtle as you pleaſe 3. you will 
ſtill be ſorced to acknow that the Act 
of doubting, for Example, of deliberating, 
or of reaſoning, imports ſomething more 
than this Motion, or any other Quali fica- 
tion of Matter; and therefore, that it muſt 
proceed from a diſtinct Principle. 


3dly, I prove the Minor, becauſe all the 


Thoughts, Notions, and Ideas we have inff 


our Mind, are immaterial, uncapable of Ex- 
tenſion, Diviſibiluy, or of any other of the 
known Properties of Matter. Therefore, 


the 
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the Soul, which is the Subject of them, is 
le WY alſo immaterial. ; 
8 Beſides, that the Atoms or minute Par- 
r ticles of Matter, how ſubtle, ſwift, or ſharp 
i i ſoever you may ſuppoſe them to be, can 
in never be the Ingredients which make up in 
de us the Principle of Thought, Underſtanding, 
© WW and conſcious Life, is evident by this Argu- 
ol W ment ; becauſe the Atoms, or Particles of 
or Matter, which are ſhut up within my Body, 
s whatever Motion, Situation, Figure, or Sub- 
de lely you are pleaſed to allow them, can- 
not, as long as they remain lock'd up 
d. within me, either fly up to the Heavens, 
sor ſink down to the Centre of the Earth, 
1. Nor paſs the Seas, Cc. much leſs can they 
ed turn back upon what is paſt, and is now 
nt I no more, or run forward into Ages to 
come; becauſe Matter cannot act but upon 
Objects that are preſent. Therefore the 
Principle of '. Thought and Underſtanding 
within us, which, as we experience in our 
ſelves, can do all this, is not Mailer. 


this Principle of Life within us, which we 
call our Soul, is endow'd with a-Capacity 
of refletting upon nſelf and its'own Facul- 
ties, upon the very Power of Reflexion, and 
che Act thereof, and the Manner how it 
the reel. Therefore this Principle of Life 
08 within us cannot be material,” Becauſe 
however qu, ſbarp, of | ſubtle: you may 
be imagine the Aim or. Particles of Matter 


*7 Again, Daily Exper tence teaches That 


— 
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22 _ The Ground of 
to be, and however capable of receiving a 
Determination by which they may be em- 


power'd to a or reflect upon other Par- 


ticles of Matier; tis {till impoſſible to 
conceive, that any one of the Atoms, or 
minute Pieces of Matter, ſhould turn upon 
itſelf, or act upon itſelf; as it muſt do, if 
this Power of reflecting were ſubjected in 
Matter : Therefore, this Power of reflect. 
ing, this conſcious Life, which we experience 


in ourſelves, belongs to another Principle, 


which is above the Condition of Matter. 
Add to this, that this Thinking Faculty 
which we have within us, conceives and 
contemplates many Things which are en- 
tirely ahſt racted rom Matter, and have no 
Connexion with Matler; ſuch as the firſt 
Principles of Sciences, the Laws of Argu- 
mentation, and all the niceſt Notions of 
Metapbyſicks; not to mention the Ideas of 
Univerſality, 8 a/ Infinity, Eter- 
nity, Truth, Wiſdom, Sc. all which are 
entirely abſtracted and diſtin from Mat. 
ter. Therefore this Thinking Faculty within 
us muſt alſo be entirely diſtinct from Mat- 
ter. For, it is evident that Mater can 
only act upon that which is material. 
Moreover, we experience in :this Soul 
of ours a Free-will, chat is to ſay, a. Ca- 
pacity of Election, by which of two Things 
roposd we have it in our Choice to em- 
whether we pleaſe ; to act, or not act, 
3s we like beſt, we confult, we de- 
* | liber alt, 
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liberale, we chuſe, we ao and undo, we chop 
and change our Defigns at Pleaſure, But 

no Motien of Alomt, or any other material 
Principle, can account for this Free-will or 
Power of Cboice; becauſe, however equally 

Wl pois'd = may ſuppoſe theſe Ams to be 

in the Brain or in the Heart, in order to 

8 favour this Power of chufing at Pleaſure 

between two Things propos'd to our Deli- 

beration, you muſt ſtill neceſſarily be at a 

| Loſs to find out a Principle in Matter to 

turn the Scales which Way the Agent pleaſes: 

Since neither Might, nor Motion, nor Fi. 

gure, nor any other material Quality can be 
here of any Service ; becauſe wherever theſe 

determine one Way, they leave no Power 

of Choice in Matter to turn the Scales by a 

contrary Determination; which Power we 

moſt evidently diſcover in our Souls. 

In fine, to paſs by other Arguments, 
tis viſible that it cannot be the Eſſence of 
Matter to think; becauſe all Matter does 
not think, witneſs the Matter of Fire, Air, 
Earth, Sc. Tis no leſs viſible, that even 
the Matter which is in Man, for Inſtance, 
in you or me (in which the [Atheiſt pre- 
tends to find a Principle of Thought, and 
ul BY conſcious Li) did not always think ; for, 

where. were its Thoughts a fundred Years 
ago? If then it thinks now, as the Atheiſt 
will have it, it muſt have acquir'd to itſelf, 
of late, this Faculty of Thinking, which this 
individual Matter had not a little while 
1 Fol 280. 


24 nt The Grounds of | 
ago. But how, or whence ſhould it acquire 
it? It could not give it to itfelf, no more 
than it could give a Being to itſelf, as has 
been already proved: Nor could it receive 
it from any other; at leaſt; if with the 
Atheiſt we exclude a God: For what 
other Cauſe could raiſe that, which a little 
before was but a Lump of ſenſeleſs Mailer, 
to the Pitch of Thought, conſcious Life, 
Underſtanding, and Free. will? | 

Gent. Have you any thing more to add, 
to ſhew that Man's Underſlanding and Free 
will are independent on Matter, and have 
no Connexion with it;; 

Tut, I ſhall add no more than this, that 
if we examine ever ſo nicely; the whole 
Matter of which we are compounded, if WW... 
we ſearch how curiouſly ſoever into the p. 
whole Machine of the Bedy, with all it na 
Parts, the Heart, the Brain, Ge. we no- 
where can find the proper Subject, Seat, or th. 
Organ of the Underſtanding or Will. The W;.. 
wonderful Fabrick of the Eye, Eur, Sc. 30 
is diſcoyer'd by the Aratomift ; and how 
by them, Colours, Sounds, &c; art per- 
ceiv'd, the Natural Philoſopher: can give 
a very plauſible Account: But where lies 
the Eye of the Underſtanding, or where docs Mir 
the Will. reſide, which with ſuch an irre- 
ſiſtible Command diſpoſes of all the Mo- 
tions of the Body, is what no Philoſopher] 
can otherwiſe, account. for,. than by having pu 


Recourſe to a ſpiritual Subſtance achwating 'M 
nes | and 


* 


ert whatever is a Hiri, is by much ſuperior to 


and anim 


Ito a Spirit In Effect, ſuppoſing our Soul 


Put God can effect 3 (generation always ſup- 

Poſes à pre- æxiſtnt Matter, and therefore 

n have no Place in Spirits, which are pure 
20 C | 


the Chriſtian: Religion, 25 
ating chis Body of ours, and pte- 
ſiding over all its Motions. res 
Gent, But may not the. Atheiſt allow, 
that Man's Soul is indeed a Spiritual Being, 
and yet deny, that it has received its Be- 
ing from God? Mön 9413; 4 
Tut. No, Siri No one ever yet deny'd 
the Being of a God, who did not alſo at 
the ſame time pretend to baniſh out of the 
World all Spiritual Beings © Becauſe it was 
plain, that if there were indeed any ſuch 
thing as a Spirit in the World, it muſt have 
received its Being from God the Saprram 
Spirit. For ho but he could give Being 


* 


to be a Spiritual Being, tis eaſy to prove 
that God muſt have been the Author ot it. 
For 'tis evident, fir}, that this Soul of ours 
has not been from all Eternity ; for where 
was it, before we or our Parents were 
thought on? 2aly; Tis no leſs evident; that 
it could not of itſelf. jump out of Nothing. 
zaly. Tis no Jeſs plain, it could not receive 
its Spiritual Being from Maler; becauſe 


aner. :4tbly; Nor could it be produced 
by any other Spirit Jeſs than God z becauſe 
t it could be produced by any other Spirit, 
this muſt be either by Crealion or by Ge- 
eration: Creution id the producing of 
dmethüng out of Nothing, which none 


and 


2 
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and ee Beings. Therefore our Spi- Ii « 
ritual Soul could not be produced by any | 
other leſs than God. t 
Gent. Does not the Chriſtian Philoſo- ] 
pher, from our Souls being ſpiritual, "prone £ 
alſo their Immortality ? 80 8: 
Nut. Yes'y (tho? this be not lhe ach I 
Argutnent for the immortality of the Sow!-; { Wt 
I 
4 
m 
JU 


For if the Soul be a Spiri, there can be 
no Reaſon to think it ſhould periſh with 
the Body, and all the Reaſon in the World 
(even abſtracting from Fuub and Divine 
Revelation) to think that it does not. 1%, 


Becauſe, if the Soul de a Spirit, it is off 

a ſuperior Nature to the Brdy, entirely BY fil 
diſtin&t from it, and in nt on ita ur 
and therefore tis not liable to be deſtroy d al 
by that which deſtroys the Body. 2. Be- 
cauſe if the Soul be a 9 it has no Parts. fo 


no Extenſion; and therefore is of its own 
Nature indivi/ible and incorruptible, and con- 
ſequently immortal: For Death conſiſts in 
a Diſſolution or Separation of one Part from 
another, which Dilſolution can have no 
Place in that which has no Parts. 
Gent. Have you any thing more 70 200 
for Proof of the Exiſtence of a God? 
Nut. Yes: This great Truth, That tber 
is 4 God, may moreover be proved from 
the almoſt aniverſal Conſent of all Man- 
kind, in all e nanny 
Univerſe; who, howſoever difſtring in 
their Opinions about all other Things, and 
even about the TING and a 


the Chriſtian Religion. 
Cod, yet all, both learned and unlearned; 
Liſe al. ſimple, without the feaſt Hefita- 
tion unanimouſly agree, that there is a God: 
Excepting a Handful of Atheiſts (if there 
be any really ſuch) and perhaps ſome ſtupid 
= Barbarians, who are ſo far ſunk beneath the 
Level of human Nature as to have more in 
them of the Brute than of the Man. 

Now what could it be, but the Voice of 
Nature itſelf, that could lead all Men in all 
Ages, and in all Nations, into this unani- 
mous Perſwaſion ? If you alledge the Pre- 
judices of Education, you ſay nothing to 
che Purpoſe 3 for the Difficulty fall ſub- 
fiſts, what could be the Origin of ſuch an 
univerſal Education ? Nature is the ſame in 
all Ages and in all Countries; Education is 
not the ſame; but in all other Things is 
found to have ever very much varied in 
different Ages, and in different Places. 


n- Was it an ill- Tradition, that gave 
in fo a Vogue to this Belief of the De- 
mi ity ? If fo, when and how did this Tradi- 


tion begin ? If it with Mankind, then 
both Mankind and It muſt owe their Origin 
to that ſame Deity which this univerſal 
Tradition informs us of. But if Mankind 
ndid exift before this Tradition, how could ir 
ever come to paſs that all Nations ſhould fo 
«Mg \nanimouſly agree to take up this new 
Opinion (which we are to ſap point 

in blank oppoſite to their former Notions) and 
Wo tenaciouſiy to ſtick to it for ſo many 
C 2 Ages, 
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Ages, till this very Day? The ill-grounded 
Traditions of . Heathen; Antiquity, with all 
ſack-like popular Errors, may eaſily be traced 
up to their true Origin; and have long 
ſince been detected, refuted, and ſhaken off 
by all Men of Senſe: It this Belief of a 
1 had alſo been a groundleſs Fiction, 
like thoſe other falſe, Traditions, how could 
it alone ſtand the Teſt of ſo many thouſand 
;Years, and ſtill reign amongſt the wiſeſt of 
Men, in all che Nations of the Univerſe ? 
Time, ſays Tully, detects and aboliſhes 
the Fictions of human Opinions, but con- 
firms and ſtrengthens the ſolid Judgments 
of Nature. Opinionum | Comments dele 
Dies, Nature Tudicia confirmat, 
I you tell me, this Belief had its Origin 
from the Politick Lawgivers of, Antiquity, 
who made. ule of this Sham to-bubble Men 
into Religion, that ſo. they might the 
eaſter. lead them by the Noſe into what 
Form of Government they pleaſed: You 
muſt give me leave ro put you in Mind, 
that the Belief of a Deity is by far more 
ancient than the molt ancient Lawgivers ; 
nor do we any ware, in the beſt Monu- 
ments of -, Antiquity, meet with the leaſt 
Footſteps . of any ot theſe Founders o 
'Commonwealths going about to perſwad: 
che People that therę was a God: But thi 
Relief of a Deity they always preſuppoſed, 
and made their Advantage of it, the bettet 
10 draw the People on to embrace 517 
lad "2 WE: ay 
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the Chriſtian" Religion. 29 
Way of Worſhip, which they deliver'd to 
them, as "moſt | fuitable to their "Deſigns, 
And indeed, if the general Belief of the Ex- 
iſtence of # God had not had actüal ſeizure 
of Men's Minds long before theſe politick 
S Lawgivers could pretend to make uſe of 
S this-Belicf for promoting their Ends, it 
was not 25 50 they ſhould have ſuccecded 
in their Enterprize; nor could the World, 
as we find it was, have been i calily 
abuſed” into Religions of all Shapes and 
Faſhions, had there not been 4 natural 
Propenſity in Men's Souls to Reltgion, and 
an indelible Notion of a Deity in their 
Minds. unn. 
Gent. Have you any thing more to ſay 
for conſuting the Syſtem of the Atheiſts 3 
or is your Stock of Arguments now ex- 
haoktedi{ 2 Ad 
Tut. A great deal more might be ſaid to 
demonſtrate the Folly and Madneſs of 
theſe Men, which I ſhall paſs by for Bre- 
vity's Sake. "Only 1 muſttake Norice that 
it we were even to overlook all theſe 
Philoſophical Proofs” of the Divinity 
which we have hitherto inſiſted upon, ther 
would ſtill remain more than ſufficient Ar- 
guments to convince us of the Exiſtence of 
„bod, trom the Miracles of Moſes and the 
Frophets in the old Law 3: of Chriſt and ha 
W Apoſtles, and other Chriſtians in the New 3 
from the Prophecies concerning Chriſt and 
his Church, fo an fultilled ; * 
A 3 ö e 


30 We Grau of 
the marvellous Propagation of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, in ſpite of the Oppoſition of 


Motiven g Credibility, as they are called, 
ee revealed Religion is grounded, 
which all directly prove the Being of a 
God, which is the firſt Thing that Religion 
reaches, or rather is a Preliminary Trath 
preſuppoſed to all Religion. But of theſe 
Arguments or Motives of Cxedibility, 
which demonſtrate the Truth of revealed 
Religion, and in particular of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, againſt the Deiſt, we will ſpeak 
if you, pleaſe; more at large at our next 
meeting. | 


2842443342442 2444486 
DIALO GU E MH. 
Of Revealed Religion againſt the Deiſts. 
unf. 
Remember, Sir, that at the Cloſe 
ol our laſt Conference, you gave 
me Hopes of entertaining me at 
our next meeting with a Subject. 
have 
fair Light, vi. the Truth of revealed Re- 
ion, and in particu | 
entries, which I daily hear ridiculed 
| by the Deifts and Freethinkers, and tra- 
duced as meer Prigfleraft and Impoſture,” 50 
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whole World; in a Word, from all thoſe | 


cular of the Chriſtian 
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' the' Chriſtian Religion. 31 
that if you are now at leiſure, I ſhould be 
glad 4 e you ma may be ſaid 

4 1 
e Sit, I ſhall * comply with 
your Deſires, the more willingly - becauſe 
mm 1 que Diſtemper of, Freetbintis 
ow ſo epidemical of late, that my 


y, and more particularly yo 
tlemen, ſtand very much in need e 


furniſhed with an Antidote againſt ſo raging 
an Evil. Now to proceed mere methodi- 
cally, we will diſeourſe firſt of the Fewifb 
or Meſeical Revelation, and then. of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, or the Religion pro- 


PRE: RR Aa ee 
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* the Jewiſh or ne Revelation 


GENTLEMAN, 


HA have you to offer in Had 
of the Jewiſh Revelation, to con- 
vin a reaſonable Man, that God did in- 
deed reveal himſelf in the Manner recorded 
in the Old Teſtament to Moſes and the Pro- 
phets of the Hebrew Nation? 

Tut. The Jewiſh or Mofaical Revelation, 
beſides the Teliimony which it has from 
the Chriſtian Religion, and conſequent- 
ly from all the Motives of Credibility upon 
which Chriſtianity. is grounded, of which 


L 1 ſpeak by and by, may be main- 


F. 2 tain'd 


32 Pie Grammar of 
tain'd by Arguments of its own Growth, in 
1. It is no ſmall Prevention in favour 
of the Old Teſtament and the Divine Re- 
velations herein regiſtred, to find, that 
whereas all others, even the moſt polite and 
civilized Nations in the World, had run into 
the moſt notorious Extravagances in point 
of the Object of their Worſhip; ſo far as 
46 Deity Brutes and Monſters; or make 
"Monſters and Brutes of their Beit ies and 
were all along humoured in theſe Extra- 


1; vagances o their Wiſemen, their Poets, 
9 and their Philoſophers 3 whilſt Ignorance, 
4 groſs Superſtition, inhuman Sacrifices, un- 
= clean Myſteries, Vi eakneſs in the People, 
1 Impoſture in the Prieſts, Incertitude in the 


Philoſophers Every where reign'd, even to 
the changing of Crimes into Putigs, apd 


utterly per verting the Principles of natu- 
ral Religion” for the flattering the Pride, 
or nouriſhii the impirty bf Wicked Meg: 
Tis gi. ſay, ho ſmall Prevention In fa- 
vbur of the ! Jewiſh or Moſaicul Revela- 
tion arid Religion, to find in a little ob- 
ſcure Corner of the Earth a Nation ex- 
empt from this univerſal» Corruption, a 
Nation of Philoſophers, Who have far 
more noble Sent ĩments oſ the Divinity than 
ever Soryates or Plato could attain to; and 
both by Words and Example teach a mote 
perfect Morality than any of the Stoicks. 
en 20, em een 1s; diag) en 
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Theſe, People, as appears from, their 
ſacred Writings, which we call the Od 
Teſtament, repreſent the Divinity as obe 
Eternal, Selt-exiſtent Being, Almighty, 
All: wiſe, Infinite in all Perfections, So- 
vereignly Holy and Happy, Independept 
in himſelf, and having all other Things 
dependent on him. The Morality of their 
Books tends "chiefly to the rendering their 
Homage to this great Sovereign; 20 the 
fearing him and loving him; to the fub- 
mitting their Underſtanding and Will to 
him; to the attributing all the Good which 
they receive to him, and tenouncing all evil 
Deſires for the Love of itn. In fo.many dif- 
ferent Books as make up their Bible peng d 
by ſo many different Authors in different A- s 
ges, the ſame Strain of 'Piety eyery where 
reigns: All tends to the ſeeking and glot ify- 
ing God, and referring all to him as the 
firſt , Beginning and Taft End of Man; 
| from him are taken all the Motives of 
Exhortation to Good; and © whatever 
removes at a diſtance from him, is mark'd 
out as the greateſt of all Miſeries. "Can 
any other Morality be compared to H r 
'Tis alſo remarkable, that m1 theſe 
Writers, from the firſt to the laſt, we meer 
with no Traces of the Weakneſſes and 
Paſſions uſual in other Authors; nothing 
Jof Vain-glory, Envy, Sc. but a conſtant 

Spirit of Meekneſs and Humility ; a di 
intereſted Piety; an amiable a 
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| virtuous 
Simplicity, join'd with a certain Weigert 
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34 De Grombs of 
. of Authority and Energy, not to be found 
in other Writings. Bes nat all this 
Karry with it ſomething miraculous ? 1; 
it not enough to ſatisfy any unprejudiced 
Mind, that this Religion had not an Im- 
poſtor for its Author, and that theſe Books 
are not the Works of Impoſtors 7 
2. That the Law of Moſes and the 
2. Religion was indeed revealed to 
the Lawgiver by the true and living God, 
is more than ſufficiently demonſtrated by 
the great and ſtupendous Miracles wrought 
= Nen or in oor of os "by 
cople ; ſuch as © re- 
_— Exodus 8, 9, 10. 0 doddeg Ln 
of all the Firſt- born of that Kingdom in 
one Night, Exod. 12; the Paſſage ove 
the Red Sea, Exod. 14 ; the Feeding of 
the whole People with Manna from Hes 
ven for forty Years in the Wilderneſs, 
£xed. 16; the Waters twice miraculouſly 
given them from the Rock, Exod. 17. and 
Numb. 20 ; the Ten Commandments de- 
livered from Sinai in Thunder and Light- 
ning. Zrad. 20 ; the Pillar of the Cloud 
by Day, and the Pillar of Fire by Night, 
which ſerved for their Guide in the De 
ſart, Exod. 13. and 40; the ſtrange Judg- 
ments upon Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
who were ſwallowed up alive by the Earth, 
and upon the T wo hundred and fifry Preten- 
ders to the Prieſthood, that were conſumed 
by Firefrom the Lord, Namb.16 ; the yp 
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of thoſe bitten by Serpents, by the erecting 
of the Brazen Serpent, Numb. 21, Ge; 
not to ſpeak of thaſe Miracles chat hap- 
pen'd after Moſes's Death, as the paſſing 
of the River Jordan, Foſb.'3 3 the Fall of 
the Walls of Fericho, Job. 6; the Surf's 
ſtanding fill for the Space of a whole 
Day, at che Command of Foſoua, Joſh. C. c. 

Gent. But What will you fay to an Un- 
believer, that will deny the Truth of theſe 
Matters of Fact; Ke, will pretend, that 
Moſes and Foſbua were Cheats and Impo 
443 who paris the Credulity of he 

cople, ; by making them believe Thin 
chat never happen d;; that ſo they mig Fr | 
the more eaſily lead them by the Noſe 4 
that kind of Worſhip and Religion which 
they had invented as en Rave. to their 
own-poktick Ends 7? 

Tut. This impious Pretence is eafily de- 
# feared, if we confider the vaſt Multicude 
of People, ; in whoſe Preſence theſe Miracles 
are recorded to have boen wrought; and 
the Nature and Quality of the Miracles 
themſelves, which being great 2 evident, 
and expoled to every one's —— could 
not by any Means be counterfeited. For 
how is it ooffible, let Moſes have been ne- 
ver ſo great a Politieian, that he ſhould 
be able to perſwade Six hundred thouſand. 
Men, beſides Women and Children, contra- 
ry to the publick Knowledge of all and 
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had ſeen with their own Eyes, as he oſten 
. repeats; the Signs and Wonders which: God 
had ene in Egypt's * that they had 
* a ee * W paſſed 
4h 1 2, & ſpeak not. with 
"ve children, which TIN. known, and which 
have not ſeen the chaſtiſement of the Lord your God, 
his greatneſs, his mighty hand, and his Amte d forth 
arm, and his miracles and his acts Rr did in 


d 
the midſt [id Egypt, to Pharaah' the ki * BK 
2 all kis ba And what be did Fus whe oh a 

gypt, to their horſes and to their chariots," Row be 
2 of the red ſea to Wwenlom them; x: 
thay purſued ＋ 2 eneded when he did to you 
n this. by And ( 

wha N Dathan and Abiram, the ſons of Kliab, 
| he ſon of Reuben: how the earth open'd her mom 
— hear up, aud their /houſtwlds; and their { 
nn F 
in the midſt of all Ifrael. But eyes have « 
the great acts of the Lord which he td.” Tusche 

| IE ALE en i (oi) 
with AE Fear prong to all Isel and fait £ 
Fr Ein | 

r eyes in and o „ to. 0 .to 
mrs ſervants, and to all Wand, The great temp. 8 


c decks a7 ele 
938 22 150 yy vu 
Dent. 4. v 1712 ve eme near and flood und I 
the mountain, Sinai and the mountain burnt wich F v 
fire unto the midſt of heaven, with darkneſs and clouds 
and thick-darkneſs. And the Lord ſpake unto you | 
dot ol the midſt of the fire'; ye heard the.yoice of the YI I 
words, but ſaw no 9 V. 36. qut of hex a 
ven he thee to hear his. voice, that he might in. . 
Fall thee * and upon earch he thowed d BU fret: i > 
nne tFthe mibiſ of tþ (2 
bre. See Exod. 20. v. 18. And Deut. 8 . 35 Hu 
82, 23: 24, Kc. 

Se the like Appeals to their own eyes, Exe. 19, 
V. 4. Derr. 1. V 30, 3. hn F. 
*. , 19. Chap. 10. v. 21. 776. 24. v. 7, &c. 922 
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on oh. m 0 Mfr, an 
overwhelming. the EH ho ventured 
to fallow | them, into the Sea; that for 


quent ly inculcated 


upon him, of e the Sedition of N 
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pl <d through the Red Sea upon dr 


ch the Waters ſtanding up as, a Wall 


afterwards 


Forty Years they had been pee in 
the Wilderneſs with Manna from Heaven; 


chat they had ſeen wilh their own Eyes an 


immenſe Fire on the op of "Mott Sinai, 


and heard with their 4 Ears the Ten 


Commandments « delivered from thence | in 
Thunder and Li Phe 15 ; that the Pillar 
of Cloud and Was A $ ſeen .to 


aides their Cam 
nge ben w. in ten Sight, . 
All which, and other Miracles are fre- 
: Moſes, a8 Truths 
known to the whole: People, and therefore 
made uſe of as Motives bor their dili 
obſerving. the Law which had been 5 
vered and confirmed with ſo much = 


14 dence of ite coming from God. bn * 0:4 Sy 


Beſides is Vilibſe, that bad not 
Miracles carried with them the utmoſt 
vidence of the Truth of the Matter of 
Fact, this People” was not at all in che 


Huna to be impoſed upon by A ofes,” xs 


appears from. their continual Murmurgigs | 


againſt him upon all Occaſions, and 
exceſſive Jealouſy of his taking tod much 


rab, Numb. 16. is a flagrant Proof, No 
Fad Jute by by Majes's- Writings, did 


DP Nn Il $167 ts eee 
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235. v. 16, 21. were a perpetual Monu- 


gener undo the Lord all that openeth the 


I the children of Iſrael. And Eleazar the pri 


- 


. the Chriſtian Religion. 39 
in Memory of God's deſtroying the Firſt- 
born of Egypt, the Firſt- born both of Men 
and Cattle were to be preſented to the 
Lord, 2 v. 11, 12, 13, 14, 16: 
In memory of their Delivery from the 
Es yption Bondage, was inſtituted the Feaſt 


of the Paſſover and of the unleavened 


Bread, Exad. 12 and 13: The Song of Moſes, 
Emad. 15. was a ſtanding Memorial of the 
Paſſage through the Red Sea : The Tables 
of the Law preſerved in the Ark, Exod. 


- 


ing males, but all the firſtborn of my children I 
And it ſhall be for a token upon thine hand, 
frontlets between thine eyes: for by ſtrength 
the Lord brought us out of 4 
Exedus 21. v. 32, &c. And Moſes aid, This is 
thing which the commandeth, Fill an omer 


it (manga) to be kept for your 3that 
n I have fed you in 
wilderneſs, &c. 

Namb. 21. v. 38, c. The cenſers of 
agaiaſt their.own ſouls, let them make broad 
a covering of the altar and they ſhall be a 


; 


8, to 
8 
Er 


I 


— 


Fs 


J 


111 


the brazen cenſers, Where with they that were burnt 


offered, and theywere made for the cover; 
2 — children of I 


K 


miraculoully budded for a token. 
1 Kings 8. v. 9. T in the ark 
(when Kang Solomon brought it into the temple) ave 


the two tables of ſtone, which Moſes * 


” RT We Grounds. of 
ment of God's delivering the Law on 
© Maunt Sinai: The Manna that was alſo byf 
Command from God repoſited in or near 
the ſame Ark, Exod. 16. V. 32, 33, 34. 
Was to After-ages an evident Teſtimony off 

the Miracle of the People having livedon] 
this heavenly Food for the forty Years in 
the Wildernefs : The Cenfers, in'which the 
Two hundred and fifty that were conſamed 
by Fire from the Lord, had preſumed to 
offer Incenſe, and which were benen out 
into Plates for a Covering for the Altar, 
* F 
rab when the Lord made a covenant with the children 
of Iſrael, when they came out of the Land of Egypt. 
2 Kings 18. v. 4. He (Hezzkiah)' brake in piece; 
the brazen ſerpent which Moſes had made; for unto 
"rhoſe days the children of Tiract did burn incenſe to it. 
Je 4. v. 4, 5, &c. Joſhua called the twelre 
men whom he prepared of the children of Tfrael, 
out of every tribe aman, and Joſhua ſaid to them. Paß 
over before the ark of the Lord your God into the | 
midft of Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a 
Nome upon his ſhoulder according tothe number of the 
tribes of the children of Iſrael : that this may be a fg 
Among you, that when your Children ask their fathers 
in time to come, faying, What mean you by theſe 
Nohes ? Then ye ſhall anſwerthem, That the waters 
of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, when it paſſed over Jordan, the waters of 
Jortan were cut off: and theſe ſtones Thall be for a me- 
mortal to the children of Iſrael for ever. And the 
children of Iſrael did ſo as Joſhua"commanded, &c. 
v. 2 And ſoſhua ſet up (other) twelve ſtones in the 
wi 


, * = 2 
ß 


of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the 
prieſts that bare the ark of the covenant ſtood : and 
they are there to this day. v. 20. And thoſe twelve 
ſtones, which they took gut of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch 
in Gilgal. AK "8 $: ; 


- 
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on Numb. 16. v. 38, 39, 40. were a perpetu- 
a Monument of chat dreadful Judgment 
ary upon theſe .-Ufurpers, of the, Prieſthood : 
„ Te. Brazen. Serpent, Which was preſerved 
been the Days of King Hezekiahy 2 Kings 
. v. 4. was 2 certain, Teſtiaonycoſ the 
in Truth of that Hiſtory: ,T he twelve Stones 
de that were“ ſet ap in the Fordan whets the 
A cCaidren of, Varl paſſed, and the otber 
o 1d ve wbich were taken gut, of the Zor- 
an, and pitehed Ie laſt- 
„Dee Monumentofgbe muraculpus Paſſageot 
chat River, 70/5: 4. The Family of Rabab, 
n which was preſerved at the Time of the 

miraculqus Overthrow of, Jericho, and 

which ſubſiſted fon a long Time afteratpongft 
the Childfen:of ; {ſrgel, Joſb. 6. v. ag. and 
the Prophetick Imprecation or Curſe laid 
by Jesus (V, 26.) upon the Man that 
W ſhould preſume to rebuild that City, ful- 
filled many Ages after in the Timenef 
King -Abah, 1 Mug, 16, v. 34% upon che 

Perſon f Hie. the, Bethelitgs, were à Mo- 
nument of that wonderful Siege, Cc. 
In fine, to omit many other Arguments, 
W it may ſuffice to | convince any! reaſonable 
Man, that Megs and Jeſbua were no Im- 
poſtotrs, tog conſider the Piety of their 
Writings; andLeixes, the whale Driſt of 
which viſibly tends to glorify God ; the un- 
affected Simplicity of their Stile 3 and their 

wonderful Diſintereſtedneſs in regard to 
their own. Children and Poſterity. nothing 


B moe a ˙—Ü˙⏑ pF ůͥůuj of 2 oe ! owes as ht A cd 


„ Grids of = 
of which could ever be found in the wil 
* Lives of Impoſtors. . mr 
Gent, How de you'! prove, -thax Ml 7) 
Wrote the "Books of che Law, in Which | | 
thoſe Miracles are recorded of "which youſ | 
have been ey” A me 
Nut. This raved! wich the utmol | 
Evidence by alt ſe kinds of Arguments, i 
by which a Matter of this Nature can po. 
fibly be demonſtrated; As, rf, Fron 
the Books themſelves, which 8 ; 
e Moſes.” 8 2 
Exodus 17, v Exod. 24, v. 4 and y 
Exod. 34, v. 27. Deut. 17, v. 18, 19.118 
Deut. 31, v. 9, 24, 26. Secondly,” From L 
the Teſtimony of the ſucceeding Writen 
of Holy Writ, who all agree in ateribu f 4 
10 fo et the writin the Law. Se A 
705 . et Jeb. 23. v. 6. J. wk 
2. v. 3 2 Kings 14. v. 6. 5 23. Vf 
18. 2 Chron. 25, v. 4. 2 Cbron. 3, V. 12 
Exra 6, v. 18. ee 1, Gc. Da 
97 v. 11. Malachi 4, v 5 
of Jobn 1. V. 48. . 
many other Places in the New Teſtament 8 
Thirdly, From the conſtant and perpetui f 2 
of the Fewiſß Nation, or rachel ' 
from the Conſent of the whole Univerſe; 
fine not only "Chriſtians, Notos and Mal g 
ee, wht one [Record do, and alwapſ : 
have attributed the Books of the Law 1 
Moſes ; but alſo the ancient Heathen WIr 
* ä as many a” 1 
14 Ve 


. the Chriſtian Religion. 43 


Wave made mention of the Fews, or their 
Religion, have all unanimouſly agreed in 
making Me/es the Author of their Law; 
may be ſeen in thoſe Heathen Writers 
which are quoted in the Books of 7eſepbus 
| againſt Appion, in St. Tuſtin Martyr in his 


Baræneſis, in Euſebius*s gth and — Book 
The Preparation of 'the Goſpel, in St. 
Cyril of Alexandrig's firſt Book againſt Ju- 
dan the Apoſtate, in Photius's ibliothecas 

( 190, in Huctias's Evangelica} De- 
mſtration, and - Grotites's Books of the 
the Chriſtian Religion, Ce. 
ence Samaritans, who ſubſiſt to this 
Day, and whe from the time of Jeroboam 
bave been cut off by Schiſm from the 
un, have always 0 the five Books 
i of the Law as the genuine Work of Mofes. 
As did alſo the ancient Sadductes, who the? 
otherwiſe. a Sect, very much inclin d t9 
al Wree-thinking, yet never doubred of the 

vc Books of Myſt, In a Word, no one 

We ver yet queſtion d, but that the Few 
n Nation receiv'd their Law and their Reli - 

þ gion from Moſes. Therefore there can be 
po juſt Reafon to queſtion, but that the 
gooks which contain this Law, and which 
1 preſcribe the Rites, Ceremonies, _ 
8, and Sacrifice of this Religion, had 
% e fame. Origin. 

u Gent. But ſuppoſing the Truth of the 
In Matters of Fact, and 2 the Miracles re- 
A ated in the Books of Maſes, may not the 
ave | Dei 


44 n den 


Dei ſtill be at Liberty to think that theft 
Miracles were not wrought by God, bu 
by ſome evil Spirit, to couſen the People 
into a falſe Behef, and the Practice of an 
erroneous Worſhip, very kerry. op to 
come from God ? | 

Tut. This is what no Min can ſuſpect, 
| r believes the Being of a God, which 
the. Deiſt pretends to believe. For if ther 
be'a God, as we have demonſtrated in our 
firſt Conference, this God'is all- powerful 
and all-wiſe; and therefore no evil Spiritf 
can effect any thing without his Know. 
ledge and Permiſſion. If there be a God, 
— God is ſovereignly good, and ſove- 

l. true; and therefore he cannot ſuffer 

hit is Creatures ſhould be deluded: into 
a falſe, and conſequently a wicked Wor- 
ſhip, by Miracles which carry with them 
ſo great an Evidence of their coming from 
him, that there is no room leſt for _ 
to ſuſpect the 1 eſpecially, he 
having given them no Caption againſt theſ 
Cheat: Miracles which have many Way: 
interru — and chang d the Order of Nature 
eſtabliſh'd by God; which this ſovercig!l 
Truth would never have permitted to hav 
been done for the Confirmation of a Lie; 
at leaſt without furniſhing Men wih 
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greater and ſtronger Evidences in Favouf 
of the Truth. So that, without .entring 
into the Diſcuſſion of the Queſtion, what 
an 1 Spirit can, or cannot effect? | gl 

| plain 


plain af 'Teaſt, that the Miracles: of M, 
wrought: in Confirmation of his Law and 


Joy lying Signs and 


edge for Proof of the 7 
W Revelation ? 
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of his Miſſion being from God, were not 
Deluſions of evil Spirits, to whom a God 
infinitely good will never give the Power 
to draw Mankind into pernicious Errors, 
onders, without 
autioning them againſt the Cheat, or 


SW working greater Wonders in Favour of 
che Truth. 
Hiſtory, that any Magician or Impoſtor 
vas ever able to effect, by the help of evil 
Spirits, any ſuch Miracles as thoſe wrought 


Hence we don't find in 


by Maſes, and other Witneſſes of divine 


Revelation. Nor indeed, can there be any 
Reaſon to imagine, that the Devil ſhould 
have ſuch a Kindneſs for Moſes, or his 

Law, as to exert himſelf by the working 
Jof che 


eateſt of all Wonders, to confirm 
a Religion, which teaches in every Chap- 
ter the Worſhip of the one true and living 


W God ; which preſcribes a moſt pure Mora - 
Wiity, and which condemns to Death all 
Wthoſe that ſhall deal with the Devil; or 
W worſhip him. See Rxod. 22. v. 18. Levit. 
20. v. 6. and Dent. 18. v. 10, 11, 12 


Cent. Have you any thing more x = 
ew1 0 or Moſaic 


Tut, Yes, The Spirit of Prapbecy that 


= » 


Ws, the Fore- Knowledge add Prediction of 
Thiags to come; and in particular of ſuch 
1 future Contingencies, as none could know, . 


bur 


a6 +0: The Grounds of © \ | 
but che great e of the Univerſe 
" — Al All-ruling Providence þ maths. | 
$ in their due time to be brought 
about: This Spirit of Prophecy, I lay 
of which we diſcover ſo many evident In 
ſtances. in the Writers of the Old Teſts| 
ment, is a convincing Argument that theyf 
were Men divinely inſpired, and that thef 
Revelations: contain*d\ in their Writingſfi 
were from God. 

Gent. Pray, Sir, what Inftances have youll 
of prophetick Predictions in the Ol 
Teſtament, Which may convince. a rei 
ſonable Man, that the Fewiſb Nation had 
anciently them the Spirit of Pro- 
pheſy, and Men divinely infpur*d'? 

Tut. We have many Inſtances of ſuchſfi 
Predictions, partly recorded in the Hiſto- 
ry, or Hiſtorical Books of the Old Teſt» 
ment, and partly-extant in the Writingſ 
of the Prophets. Of the former ſort, ar 
the prophetick Imprecation of Jaſbus 
Chap. 6. v. 26, againſt the Man -chaf 
ſhou d rebuild Jericho, punctually fulfill 
above five hundred Tears afterwards, viz. 
5 the Days of King Abab. 1 Kings 16,08 
The Propheſies of Abijab the Shi 
| MG of Ferabaam's Advancement to the 
Kingdom, 1 Kings 11. and of the total Ex 


= tirpation of his Race; Chap. 14. The Pro- 


„ e ee tO. 


d of Fudab i 
the: Birch of Jefab and his furur 
eee 0y- EE 


I, 
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Q dred Years; after, 2 Kings.2 
| whoſe 5 extant on the Pace. wat 

he a ſanding Monument both of his Pre- 

vi 

[ 


dition, and of the Puniſhment” which he 
met with or not, 1 9 exactly with 
W his Commis WM o which may be added, 
de Propheſy of Fehu, e Son of Hanani, 
a in Baaſha. 1 Rings 16 ; the Pro- 
| 9 — . Elijab and Eliſha, 1 Kinks 17 
v. 1. C — 5 oo "gs 
ap. 13, v. 19; 


"ou Lo Hi te * 34,Y- Me RSS hap. 7, 
v. 1. V. 12. Ch 
Se. ** dich being . 9%. as Facts 
univerſally known, in \ thoſe Books which 
were the publick Records of the Nation, 
could by no means be feigned. 
Of the latter Sort are Jaiab's N 
W of Cyrus, J/ai. 44, v. 27, and Chap. 45, 
IV. 2, 2. Sc. where he mentions him by 
| Name, tho? not born till about a hundred 
Tears afterwards. Jem, the Propheſies of 
Jeremiab, Chap. 25, and 29, of the time 
hat the Captivity of Babylon ſhould, laſt; 
Ni. for 70 Tears, and that then God 
Would releaſe his People, as was afterwards 
fil'd. The Propheſies of Daniel, of 
be four: Empires, Dan. 2. v. 36. 2 of 
the overthrowing of the Empire of che 
des and Perſians by the King of Grecia, 
that ; is, by Alexander the Great; as alſo of 
e- four. Thick Kingdoms into which bis 
mpire ſhould be divided after his Death ; 
and of Auliochus, ſurnam'd Epipbanes, = 
6 5 


ain 1 
16,8 
Sbi- 
thei 
Ex- 
Pro- 
dab. 
ture 
un- 


red 


— 


ee of © l 
is Perſecution, Chap. 8, and 11. where 4 
allo are foretold the Wars between the 5 
Kings of Aſia and Syria, of the Rice of 
Seleucus, call'd by the Prophet, che Kings 3 
1055 North beckaſe = were fo with 
el! ec to 50 en 1h the PthJombes of 
1 . 18 he calls the Kings ef the i 
Sout fs over Neon er: "i other 


Proghefics which che old Teſtament is full Wi 
of, Where 1 cannot but take Notice of Wt 
2 Care, of the Law-giver, to diſcourage Wi 
y  Impoſtor from be to Pro- 
pee, by making, it Death to ſpeak in the WF 
ame. of the Lord, any things! that did 
not follow or come to pals. Deut. 18, v. 
20, 21, 22. ' The Prophet which Hull pr 
fume to feat a Word in my Name, ic 7 
I bade not” commanded him to : ſpeak; or that 
Hall ſpeak in the Name of ol Ghds, rv 
that Propbet ſhall die. And if ibo ſay nl 
thy Fleart, bow Hall we know the Nong 
which the Lord bath not "ſboken ?: "hens 
705 bet ſpeaketh in the” Name of "the Lord, 
hh thing follow not, cone 1 paſs, 
dat is the thing which" the Lord bath ni 
os ; 155 the 28 bir 15 ut 
twouſly, thou ſhalt not be afrai 
Wal 407 falſe Prophet, or 6 
yenture to ſub 70 45 to ſuch a Law, or be 
content that his redictions ſhould be tried 
with evident Danger of his Life by ſoch i 
. Ts 1 Ants ede 1 N * | : 


wha 0 But 
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But, of all the Prophecies of the Old 
ST cftament, there are none more evident, 
Wor more frequently repeated, than thoſe 
Wwhich foretell the Coming of Chrift, with 

Wall the Circumſtances of his Birth, Life, 
Wand Death; the Calling of the Gentiles, 
Wand the vaſt Extent, and perpetual Stabi- 
Wity of the Church of Chriſt: Which Pro- 
Wpheſies having been fo clearly verified in 
the Perſon of Jeſus, and in the Chriſtian 
Church 'eſtabliſhed by him, equally con- 
o. Wound the Deiſt and the Jew, as being 
contained in thoſe Books, which were un- 
ueſtionably extant long before the Birth 
f Jeſus Chriſt, and which the Jes, the 
oſt bitter Enemies of Chriſtianity, uni- 
Nerſally acknowledge to have been written 
y Men divinely inſpired. But the Mention 
Wo! theſe Propheſies naturally leads us on te 
Whe creating of the Chriſtian Revelation, 


71 hich is the proper Place for the ſpeaking 
* pf them: which, if you pleaſe, Foal be 
rd Wb Subject of the Remainder of this Day's 
al; WDicourſe. 9 2 
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C HAP. H.. 
Of the Chriſtian Revelation. 


| | GENTLEMAN. 
1B RAY, Sir, * what Arguments do 
pu prove the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt 
be from God), _ 
| 9 D Tut. 


© 


50 be Grounds of 
Tut. By many convincing Arguments, 


As, 1ſt, becauſe, as we have already ſeen, 


the Religion of Me/es was from God: 
Now, the Religion of Moſes, from Be- 
ginning to End, was all a Figure of that 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and is full of Propheſies 


(as we have juit now taken Notice) of the 
Meſſiah to come, of his Law, and of 


his Kingdom, which have been evidently 
verified in the Perſon of Jeſus of Nazareth, 


and in his Church. 


2dly, The Religion of Chriſt is proved 
ro be divine, by innumerable Miracles 
wrought in Confirmation of it by Chriſt 
himſelf, by his Apoſtles, and other Fol- 
lowers z; Miracles atteſted by grave con- 


temporary Writers, acknowledged both by 


Zews and Heathens, and never contra- 
dicted, though publiſhed to the World at 
chat Time, and in thoſe Countries, where 
there were innumerable Enemies of Chriſ- 


tianity, and where there would have been 


innumerable Witneſſes of the Impoſture, 
had they been feigned. | 

3aly, Chriſtianity is proved to have been 
from God, by the wonderful Propagation 
of the Goſpel (containing a Doctrine fo 
incredible to the Wiſdom-of this World, 
ſo contrary to the natura] Inclinations of 
Fleſh and Blood) in ſo ſhort a Time; 
throughout the whole World; by ar few 

r unlearned Fiſhermen ; without Cre- 
dit, Intereſt, Power, or Eloquence; in Con- 

| tra- 


0e OO — x 


IE "CB" BY MW yy Wy RET . ON CL 


SEC, F , 8 hs = Ee =& Mn 


n 
, 
7 


the Chriſtian Religion. 51 
tradiction to the received Principles and Re- 
ligions every - where eſtabliſhed by long Pre- 
ſcription, and ſtrong Laws; in Spite of all 
Oppoſition from the whole Power, Intereſt, 
and Wiſdom of Emperors, Kings, Princes, 
and Magiſtrates; of Prieſts and Philoſo- 
phers 3 of Jeus and Gentiles; in Spite of ſo 
many great and bloody Perſecutions, and 


the publick Hatred of the People, which 


was ſo great to the very Name of Chriſtian, 
that no Torments were thought great 
enough for the Profeſſors of it. Yer all 
this violent Reſiſtance was not able to put 
any Stop to the Progreſs of a Religion 
founded by the Croſs of Chriſt, which re- 
ceived a daily Increaſe by Perſecution, and 
took ſuch deep Roots as to ſtand firm to 
this Day, for Seventeen hundred Years, 
victorious over all Attacks of Infidels from 
Abroad, and triumphant over all the At- 
tempts of Hereticks at home. 

4thly, That Chriſtianity was not the In- 
vention of any Impoſtor, may alſo be 
fairly demonſtrated by an impartial View 
of the Life and Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles,” and of the wonderful 


| Virtue and Innocence of the firſt Chriſti- 


ans: Not to mention the excellent Lives 
of many Chriſtians in ſucceeding Ages, 
whoſe uncommon Virtues have as far out- 
ſhone thoſe of the beſt of the Heathen 
Philoſophers, as the Sun outſhines the 
Stars. I ſhall row. if you pleaſe, pro- 
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ceed to a. more particular Conſideration of 
theſe ar Kinds of Arguments, or Proofs 
of Chr 7 8185 by taking them one by 
one, and diſſecting of them. | 


SECT. 1. 


Propheſies bearing Teſtimony to the 
Chriſtian Revelation. 


That the Bible or Old Teſtament is 
full of Propheſies of a Saviour or Meſſiah 
to come, is acknowledged by the greateſt 
Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Religion, vix. 
the Jews, who not being willing to believe 
that Jeſus of Nazaretb was the Perſon, are 
ſtill. in Expectation of the coming of this 
promiſed Meſſiah. But tis their Misfortune 

to be ſo blind, as not to ſee what is moſt 
uiſible to any impartial Eye, viz. that 
theſe ancient Propheſies clearly point out 
to them the very Perſon- of Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, whom they crucified); plainly fore. 
telling both the Lime of his coming, and 
all che moſt remarkable Circumſtances of 
his Birth, Life, and Death, togecher with 
that wonderſul· Revolution in the World 
vrhich ſhould follow his Deach, cia, the Con- 
verſion ol the Genti/es, the Reprobation of 
the Fews, and the Eftabliſhnent of the 
Chriſtian Church throughout the Univerſe, 

1. The. Time of the coming of Chriit 
was ſoretold by the Patriarch Jacob upon 
bis Death - bed, en 49. v. 10. when blet+. | 


| ſing 
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ſing his Son Jutlab, he propheſied, that | 


"the ſeepter ſhould not be taken away from 


Judab till the coming of Sbilob; by which 


Name the ancient Jews, as well as Chri/- 
tians, always underfteod the Meſſiah. Je 
ſcepter, ſays the Patriarch, all not depart 
from Judab, nor a wer from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come, and unto bim ſhall 
the gathering of the People be. Now *tis 


certain that the Scepter,. and all manner of 


Authority, has long fince departed from 
Judab, viz. ever ſince the Time that Jeſus 
of Nazareth appeared in the World, or 
thereabouts: Therefore, the promiſed Meſ- 
ſiah is long ſince come. SI 
The Time of the coming of the Meſſiah 
is alſo clearly foretold, Daniel 9. v. 24, 25, 
26, 27. viz. That he ſhould come within 
ſeventy Weeks [of Years, or ſeventy times 
ſeven Years, that is, four hundred and ninet 
Years] ſrem the going forth of the . 
ment to reftors and to build Jeriſalem; which 
Commandment was that of King Artax- 
erxes, ſurnamed Longimanus, given to Ne- 
bemiah in the twentieth Year of his Reign. 
See Nebemiab 2. v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 3, 6, 7. 
Before which Time Jeruſalem was not re- 
built; as appears from the ſame Chapter; 
and from which Time, till the Death of 
our Saviour Jeſus, there were juſt ſeventy 
Weeks of Years, as appears by the Chro- 
nological Tables of the Perſian and Syrian 
Kings, Sc. The Words of the Angel to 
A D 3 — WS 


r EY — 
— 


54 The Grounds of 

the Prophet are as follows. . Seventy weeks 
are determined upon \thy people, and upon 
thy bely city, io finiſh the tranſgre/ſion, and 
to make an end of ſins, and io make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
[Ming righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the viſion 


and prophecy, and io anoint the moſt Holy. 


Knew therefore, and underſtand, that from 
the going forth of the. commandment to re- 
fore and to build Jeruſalem, unto the Meſ- 
ab the Prince, ſhall. be ſeven weeks ; and 
threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet ſhall be 
built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. And after threeſcore and tun weeks 


ſoall Meſſiah be cut off , but not for himſelf : 


end the people of the Prince that ſhall come 
Hall deſtroy the city aud the ſanctuary, &c. 
which was verified by the Roman Army 
under Titus. So that here again it appears 
that the Jeu in vain expect a Meſſiah to 
come, who by this Propheſy muſt have 
come, and muſt have been cut off, that is, 
muſt have been put to Death for our Sins 
ſeventeen hundred Years ago. 

Another Proof that the promiſed Meſ- 
fiah muſt have come ſeventeen Ages ago, 
is taken from Haggai 2. where God fore- 
tells by the Prophet, that He ſhould come 
before the Deſtruction of the ſecond Temple, 
which has now been deſtroyed near ſeven- 
teen hundred cars, v. 3, Sc. M bo is left 
among yon, ſays the Prophet, that ſaw this 


bouſe-in its fit glory? | that is, before * 
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Deſtruction by Nebucbadnexar.] And bow 
do yon ſee it now? Is is not in your eyes, 
in compariſon-of it, as nothing * Tet now be 
firong, O Zerubbabel, &c. For thus ſaith 
the Lord of boſts, Yet once, it is a little while, 
end I will ſhake the beavens and the earth 
—— and the deſire of all nations ¶ the Savi- 
our of the World] all come, and I will fill 
ibis houſe with glory, "ſaith the Lord of bfg. 
Silver is mine, and gold is mine, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts. The glory of this latter Houſe 


ſhall be greater than of the former, ſa#h the 


Lord of boſts; and in this place will I give 
peace, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. So far of the 
Time of the coming of the Meſſiah, which 
exactly ſquares with the Chriſtian Epocha. 
2. As to the Place of the Meſſiah's Birth, 
it was foretold by the Prophet Micab, 
Chap. v. 2. that it ſhould be Betiblebem. 
Thou Bet blebem Epbratab, tho“ theu be little 
among the thouſands of Judab, yet out of 
thee ſhall he come forth unto me, that is to 
be ruler in Iſrael ; whoſe goings forth bave 
been from of old, from everlaſting, viz. as to 
his heavenly Generation from his Father. 
3. That he ſhould be of the Houſe of 
David, was foretold by ſeveral of the Pro- 
phets ; as Jaiab 9g. v. 1, 2. There ſhall 
come forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe 
[David's Father] and a branch ſhall grow 
out of his roots, and the ſpirit of the Lord 
Hall reſt upon him, &c. Feremiab 23. 
v. 5 and 6. Behold the days come, ſaith the 
D 4 Lord, 


56 The Grougds of 


Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a - rlehi 
tesus branch, &c. Aad this is bis name 
whereby be ſhall be called, Tux Lorp ouk 
R1GcnHTEousNEss, See Deren. 33. K 1 
* Ezek. 37. v. 24. 

. That he ſhould be born of a Virgin, 
was > forked by 1/aiah, Chap. 7. v. 14. The 
Lord himſelf fall give you a fign, Bebold a 
virgin ſhall conceive; and bear a ſon, &c. 

5. That he ſhould have a Precurſor, 
who ſhould come out of the Wilderneſs to 

repare the Way beſore him by preaching 

enitence, was ſoretold by the ſame Pro- 
pher Jaiab, Chap. 40. v. 3. The voice of 
Lin that cryeth in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye 
the way e the Lord, make ſtraight in the dr. 
fert a 1 gbway for our Gen, &c. "Malachi 
3. W. 1. Behold, I will ſend my meſſenger, 
aud be ſhall prepare the way before me \g 
the Lord whom ye ſcoł, a Jaddexly come 
to his temple,” c. 

6. That he: ſhould cure the Blind, the 
Lame, Sc. ard work many Miracles, was 
foretold by Jaiab, Chap. 38 ve 4 5 6. 
Behold, your Cod will come — ill come 
aud ſave you. Den lie eyes f the ind 
ſhall be opened, and the eart ibe deaf foul! 
be unſtopped. Then ſlall the lame mas leup 
as an bart, and the Jougur: of: !he m_ Jag, 
Mn. 

" 59, That tug coming ſhould: be. en TM 
Meekneſs, to preach the to the 
poor and meek, vey 4 v. 15 2, 3. bl 


IWw Hy M. 0 vu: Wo 


5 „ O>- 


1 
d 
1 
p 
2 
| 

IT 
E 
Fo 
d 


the Chriſtian Religion. &7. 


bold my ſervant in whom my foul de. 
lighteth, I have put my ſpirit upon bim, be 


Hall bring forth judgment to the Gentil. 
He ſball not cry, nor liſt up, nor cauſe bis 


voice to be beard in the ſtreet. A bruifed 
reed Hall be net break, and the ſmaating: 
flax ſhall be not quench, &c. And Chap. 6r. 
v. 1. The ſpirit of the Lord God uon me, 
becauſe the Lord bath anointed me to preach. 
good Jiamgs unto the meek, he hath ſent me 
to bnd up the broken hearted, &c. 


8, That he ſhould enter into Jeruſalem 


riding upon an Ass, was foretold by Ze- 
chariab, Chap. 9. v. 9. Rejgyce greatly, O. 
dauphler of Zion':- ſhout, O daughter of Je- 
rufalem : behold, thy Ring cometh unto thee + 
be is juſt, and baving ſalvation, lowly, and 
riding upon an aſs, and upon a colt the feat. 
of an aß. 

9. That he ſhould be betray'd by one 
of his Boſom Friends and Diſciples, was 
foretold, Pſalm 41. v. 9. Tea, mine own 


familiar friend, in whom I truſted, which- 


did eat of my bread, bath lift up bis heel 
againſt me. 

10: That he ſhould be ſold for thirty 
Pieces of Silver, with which the Potters 
Field ſhould], be bought, was foretold by; 
the Frophet r N Chap. 11. v. 12, 
13. They weighed for: — thirty Pieces 
of [ilver.. Ano tbe Lord ſaid unto me; Caſt 
it unto the potter «a. 80007 2 price that F Was 
Prized- ot of them. 


D 3 11. The 
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bim, and with bis ſiripes we are healed. v. 6. 


have turned every one to bis own way; and 
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11. The Paſſion of Chriſt, and his Death 
for Sinners, was foretold at. large, Jaiab 
55, thro' the whole Chapter, v. 1. 50 
baih believed our report? and to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed? v. 2. For be 
ſhall grow up before bim as à tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground : be bath 
no ſorm nor comelineſs : and when we ſhall 
ſee him, there is no beauty, that ue ſoould 
defire bim. v. 3. He is deſpiſed and rejected 
of men, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with grief; and we bid, as it. were, our 
faces from him be was deſpiſed, and we 
eſteemed bim not. v. 4. Surely be bath borne 
our griefs, and carried our ſorrows; yet we 
did efteem bim ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and 
affifted. v. 5. But be was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, be was bruiſed for our inigui- 
tles: The chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 


Aue, like ſheep, have gone aſtray : we 


the Lord bath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. v. 7. He was oppreſſed, and be was 
aſſnfted, yet be opened not his mouth: be is 
brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as 
a ſheep before her ſhearers is dumb; ſo be 
openeth not bis mouth, v. 8. He was taken 
from priſon, and from judgment : and who 
Hall declare his generation! for be was cut 
off out 1 the land of the living : for the 
trans reſſion of my people was be ſtricken, 
V. 9. And be made bis prave with the wy. 

| e 
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ted ¶ ix. on Calvary, the Place of publick 
Executions] and with the rich in bis deatb, 
being buried in the Monument of Jopb 
of Arimathea, a rich Man] becauſe he bad 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. v. 10. Let it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe 
him, be bath put bim to grief : When thon 
Hall make bis ſoul an offering. for ſin, be hall 
ſee. bis ſeed, he ſhall. prolong bis days, [viz. 
by his everlaſting Church] and the pleaſure 
of the Lord ſhall -profper in bis band. v. 11. 
He | ſhall ſee of the» travel of his foul, and 
ſhall be ſatisfied. By bis knowledge ſball my 
righteous ſervant juſtify many: for be ſhall 
bear their iniquities. v. 12. Therefore will I 
divide him a portion with the great, and be 
ſpall divide the ſpoil with the 2 becauſe 
be» bath poured out his foul 3 and 
be was numbered with Fa tranſoreſſors : and” 
be bare the ſins of many, and made interceſſion 
for the tranſereſſors. See other Circumſtances. 
of the Paſſion of Chriſt foretold, Jaiab 5. 
v. 6. I gave my back to the /miters, and my 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair. 
hid not my face from ſhame and ſpitting. La- 
ment. 3. v. 30. He groeth his cheek to bun 
that ſmiteth bim, he is filled full with, re- 
proach, Pſalm 69. v. 20, 21. Repreath bath 
broken my heart, and I am full of beavineſs: 
And. I looked for ſome to take pity, but there 
was none; and for comforters, but I found 
none. They gave me alſo gail ſtr my meat, 
wid iu my thirſt they Og me Vinegar to _— 


— 
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- And in the 22d Pſalm, which begins 
with theſe Words, ſpoken by Chriſt on the 
Croſs, My God! my God! why baſt thou 
forſaken-me ? The whole Paſſion of Chriſt 
is clearly defcribed. v. 6. 1 am a worm and 
no man; a reproach of men, and defpiſed © 4 
the people) v. 7. All they that ſee me laug 

me to ſcorn : Tbey ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake 
the head, ſaying, v. 8. He truſied on the 
Lord, that bo could deliver him: let him 
deliver bim, ſeeing be delighted in bim. Com- 

pare theſe Reproaches with thoſe made to 
Chriſt upon the Croſs, Mat. 27. v. 39, 43. 

The Pſalmiſt goes on, v. 16, 17, 18. The 
aſſembly of the wicked have encloſed me: they 
pierced my bands. and my feet. I may tel! 
all my bones : they look and ſtare upon me. 
They part my garments amongſt e and 
caſt lots upon my veſt ure. 

12. That the Meſſiah ſhould, ſor ſome 
time, be dead in the grave, 18 foretold, 
Pſalm 88. v. 4, 5, 6, &c. I an counted 
with 1bem that gr down into «tbe pit. I am 
as a man that bath no ftrength. Free among 
the dead lite the ſlain that lie in the grave, 
whom" thou remembereſt um more : and they 
are tut off from "thy band. Thou haſt laid 
_ in the loweſt pit, in darkneſs: in tbe dees. 

v. g. Thou baſt put away mine acquaintance 
far from me; "thou baſt made me an abomi- 
mation to them I am ſoul up, aud I cannot 
come co 


13. That 
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13. That he ſhould riſe again from the 
dead, is foretold by the ſame Pſalmiſt. 
Pſalm 16. v. 9, 10, 11. My fg ſhall reſt 
in hope. For thou wilt not leave my ſoul in 
hell; neitber wilt thou ſuffer \thine holy ons 
to ſee corruption.” Thou wilt ſhew me the path 
of life. And that this Reſurrection ſhouid 
be on the third Day, was foretold by Ho- 
ſea, Chap. 6. v. 2. Aſter two days be will 
revive us, in the third day be will * 115 
1 
| 14. That he ſhould eſtabliſh a 1 
and a new Covenant, is foretold; Jeremiah 
31. v. 31, 32; &c. Behold, the days come, 


ſaith the Lord, that I will mate a new cove- 
' pant with the Houſe of Iſrael, and with the 


Houſe 9 Judab : not according to the cove- 
nant that I made with their fathers in tho 
day that I took them by the hand io bring them 
out of the land of Egypt, &c. 

15. That he ſhould: aboliſh the Prieſt- 
hood, and Sacrifices of the old Law, and 
be the Author of a new Prieſthood,. and a 
new Sacrifice, is foretold, Malachi 1. v. 10, 
11. I have no pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord 
of . boſts, neitber teil I accept an offering as 
wur band; For from the riſing of the fun, 
even to the going down of the ſame, my name 
ball be great among the Gentiles, - and in 
every place incenſe ſhall be offered unio my 
name, and a pure offering : for. my name 
ſhall be great among the Heathen, ſaith the 
Lars of hoſts. Plalm 40. v. % 7 W 

an 
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7 . thou didft not dere —— Burnt- 
— in- offering haſt» thou not requi- 


7 I. Then ſaid: J. ay J come. Plalm 110. 
4. Thou art. a pri for ever, aſter the 
ji of Melehizedeck; 

16. That the Fexws: ſhould be caſt off, 
| for not receiving their Meſſiah and his 
Law, is foretold, Jaiab 50. v. 1, 2. pt 
ſaith the Lord, where-is the bill of your 
ther*s divorcement, whom Thove gout on 2 
— For your tranſgreſſions is ”m> mother 
put away. Wherefore, when I came, was 
there ns man? When 1 called, was there none 
to anſwer ?' &c, where the Sy nagogue's 
Divorcement is plainly attributed to her 
Children not receiving,- nor anſwering to 
their Lord, when he came and called upon 
them. And Pſalm 69, where, as we have 
ſeen above, there is ſo: plain a Propheſy 
of the Paſſion of Chriſt, immediately fol- 
lows: this prophetick Imprecation againſt 
that unhappy. People who put him to 
Death, v. 23, 24, Sc. Let their eyes be 
darkened that: they. ſee not: 2 out 
thine indignation upon them : and let thy 
wrathful anger take bold of them. Let tbeir 
habitation be deſolate, and let none dwell in 
their tents — Add iniquity to their imquity, 
and let them. not come into thy righteouſneſs. 
Let them be blotted out of the of the liv- 
ing, and not be written with the righteous. 

17. That the Gentiles ſhould become the 
People of God, is ſoretold by almoſt _ 
e 
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the Prophets: And that this ſhould be by 
the Means of the Meſſiah, Gen. 22. v. 18, 
In thy ſeed, ſays God Almighty to the Pa- 
triarch Abraham, ſpall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed. Pſalm 2. v. 8. Aſt of 
me, and I ſhall give thee the heathen for 
thy inheritance, and the _ uitermoſt parts f 
the earth for thy poſſeſſion. Pſalm 22. after 
the Prediction of Chriſt's Paſſion, quoted 
above, the Prophet adds, v. 27. All the 
ends of the world Hall remember and turn 
unto the Lord: and all the kindreds of the 
nations | ſhall: warſhip before: thee. Iſaiah 2. 
v. 2, It Hall come to paſs in the laſt days, 
the mountain of the Lord's bouſe ſhall be 
eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, and 
ſhall be exalted above the hills, and all na- 
tions ſhall flow unte it. See the ſame Pro- 
pheſy, Micab 4. Jaiab 49. v. 6. It is 6 
light thing that thou: ſhouldeſt be my ſervant 
to raiſe up, the tribes of Jacob, and io reſtore 
the preſerved of Iſrael : I will alſa give thee 
for a liebt to the Gentiles, that thou mayſt 
be my ſalvatian unto the end of the earth. See 
alſo Jaiab 11. v. 10. In that day there ſhall 
be a root of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for: an 
en/ign to the people; to it Hall the Gemiles 
ſeek. Iſaiah 42. v. 1. Bebold my ſervant, &c. 
be /ball bring forth judgment to the Gentiles, 
V. 4. The 52 Hall wait for bis law, v. 6, 
5. Iibe Lord bave called thee in righleouſ- 
neſs and give thee for: a covenant of the 
people; for a. light of the Gentiles, * a 
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blind eyes, &c. Jaiab 60. v. 3. The Gen- 
tiles ſhall come to thy light, &c. In fine, Ja. 
66, v. 19, 21. Iv ill ſet a fign among them, 
and I will ſend thoſe that eſcape of them , unt9 
the nations to Tarſhiſh, Pul and Lud, [Africa 
und Lydia] to them that draw the bow | the 
Parthians] io Tubal and Javan, [Italy and 
Greece] to the iſles afar off, that have not 
heard my fame, neither have ſeen my glory : 
and they ſhall declare my glory among the 
Gentiles And I will alſo take of them for 
Prieſts and for Levites, ſaith the Lord. 

Many other Predictions of the Prophets 
might be here alledg'd, which have been 
fulfilled in the Perſon of Chriſt, and in his 
Church; not to mention all the Types and 
Figures of the Law, which were, in Rea- 
liry, ſo many Propheſies concerning the 
Meſſiah. But what I have here quoted is 
abundantly ſufficient to convince any one, 
that is not reſolved to ſhut his Eyes againſt 
the Light, that this Religion muſt have 
been from God, which, as to its prime Au- 
thor and Teacher, and all the chief Circum- 
ſtances of its firſt Eſtabliſnment, and Pro- 
pagation throughout the World, has been 
fo clearly promiſed and foretold by God. 

I might here add the Predictions of the 
Sibyls concerning Chriſt, but that the Lear- 
ned are divided in their Opinions about the 
Authority of - thoſe Propheſies attributed 
to them. Tet this muſt be owned by all, 
that ſuch Predictions, in which was plainly 

fore- 
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" WH forctold the coming of a Saviour, were 
, certainly extant under the Name of the Si- . 
— * before the Birth of Chriſt, as 
om the Writings of the ancient 

1 2 3 witneſs Cicero, lib. 2. de Divi- 
a natione, where he mentions a Propheſy at- 
g tributed to the Sibyls, concerning a King 
1 that was to come about that Time, whom 
the Romans were to receive, ſ ſalvi eſſe vel- 
a; that is, if they would be ſaved. Wit- 
7” I nels Virgil, in his fourth Eclogue or Bu- 
| colick, where he alleges the Prediction of 

the Cima Sibyl, of the Birth of a Child 

that ſhould bring Peace and Happineſs to 

the World, and aboliſh our Sins, He. 


Dina Cumes venit jam Carminia AE tas : 
Magnus ab integro Secherum naſcitur Ordo. 
Jam reit & wirgo, redeunt Saturnia Regna : 
Jam neva Progenies Calo demittitur alto. 
Tu mods naſtenti Puera, quo ferrea primum 
Definet, & toto furget * Aurea A . 
Caſla fave Lucha, Tc, * n 
Te Dice, fun manent feele/it' weſtigia wy 0 
Irrita perpetua ſolvent formidine" terra. 
Ille Deam ditam acapiet, Diuiſpue vidabit 

" Permixtos  Hereas,/ & ipſe widebitur, lis, 
Pacaiamye rg ads tis ne arbem. 
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SECT. 2. 
" Miracles bearing Teſtimony to the 
Chriſftian- Revelation. 


The Life of Jeſus Chriſt was written, 
and his Miracles recorded by four contem- 
3 we commonly call the 

our Evangeliſts: Two of which were of the 
Number of his individual Companions and 
Apoftles, viz. Matthew and John; and the 
other two, viz. Mark and Luke, were Dil- 
ciples of the Apoſtles, and had their Ac- 
count from thoſe that had been Eye-wit- 
neſſes of the Facts by them related. See 
Luke 1. v. 2 and 3. 

1. The Miracles of Chriſt by them re- 
corded are very many, and very great and 
evident: Such as his raifing to Life the 
Daughter of FJairus, the Ruler of the Sy- 
Wees, by theſe two Words, Maid, arise. 
" Matthew 9, Mark 5, and Luke 8. His re- 
ſtoring to Life, in the Preſence of a. great 
Mulritude, at the Gates of the-City of 
Naim, theWidow's Son, whom they were 
carrying out to be buried, Luke 7. His call- 
ing Lazarus out of the Monument, who 
had been four Days dead and buried, John 
11. His giving Sight to one born blind, 
 Fohn 9; and to many others that were 
blind, Mat. 9. v. 27, 28, 29, 30. Chap. 
12. v. 22. Chap. 15. v. 30, 31. Chap. 
20. v. 34. Chap. 21. v. 14. Mark 8. 

; V. 23, 
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v. 23, 24, 25. Chap. 10. v. 46, 61, 32. 
Luke 7. v. 21. Chap. 18. v. 42, 43. His 
curing many lame and maimed, Mat. 15. 
v. 30, 31; and Chap. 21. v. 14. His 
healing many that were taken with diverſe 
Diſeaſes; and thoſe that were lunatick, and 
thoſe that had the Palſy; Mat. 4. v. 24. 
Chap. 8. v. 14, 15,16; Chap. 9. v. 6, 
7, Sc. His healing a Woman, who had 
ſuffered an Iſſue of Blood for twelve Years, 
by the only Touch of his Garment, Mat. g. 


Mark g. Luke 8. And curing, when ab- 


ſent at a Diſtance, the Centurion's Servant 
of the Palſy, and the Nobleman's Son that 
was at the Point of Death; Mat. 8. Luke 
7, and Jabn 4. His cleanſing many of 
the Leproſy, Mat. 8. v. 2, 3. Mark 1. 


v. 40, 41. Luke 17. v. 12, 13, 14. His 


curing a Man of the Dropſy by his Touch, 
Luke 14. v. 2, 4. His rebuking the Winds 
and the Sea in a great "Tempeſt, and re- 


ſtoring a Calm by his only Word, Mat. 8. 


v. 24, 25, 26. Mark 4, Luke 8. His 


curing. the Woman that was bowed toge- 


ther, and could in no wiſe lift up herſelf, 
of her Infirmity of eighteen Years ſtanding, 
Luke 13; and another poor Man of his 
Ilizeſs, of eight and thirty Tears: Jobn g. 
His healing the wither d Hand, Mat. 12. 
Mark 3, Euke'6, His feeding at one time 
five. thouſand Men, beſides Women and 
Children, with five Loaves and two Fiſhes 
Mat. 14, Mark 6, Luke 9, Jobn 6: And 

b at 
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at another Time four thouſand, with fever 
- Loaves and | a few Fiſhes y* Matth. 15, 
Mark 8. In fine, to paſs over many others; 
his changing. Water into Wine at the Mar. 
riage-Feaſt at Cana in Galilee, the firſt of 
all his Miracles; Jobn 2. In all theſe Mi- 
racles we are to conſider, /, That they 
are generally done before great Multitudes. 
2dly, That there is no Medicine, or exte- 
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rior Application employ'd ; but the bare 


Touch, or only the Word. 2dy, That the 
Effect, or Cure, is both ſudden. and per- 
manent. 

2. Theſe Miracles are evidently beyond 
the Power of humane Nature: Nor have 
we the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect, that the Devil 
himſelt can give Sight to the Blind, or 
cure in a Moment inveterate Diſcaſes, Sc. 
much leſs can he raiſe the Dead to Life. 
Nor, it the Devil could do any ſuch thing, 
is there the leaſt Appearance that he would 


do it in Favour of a Man, who ſo evi- 8 


dently declared himſelf an Adverfary to his 
Empire; preaching up a Religion, which 

has every-where aboliſh'd the Worſhip of 
Devils: A Man whoſe Life was ſo holy, and 
Doctrine ſo pure, manifeſtly tending to the 
Glory of the True and Living God, and 
to the eſtabliſhing the Virtues of Humility, 
Meekneſs, Cc. to which the Devil and hi! 
Servants are utter Strangers. Beſides, ou! 
Saviour's frequently caſting out Devil 
ſhews, chat he was far from ae 
| or- 
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5, WM Correſpondence with thoſe evil Spirits. On 
3; Ml the contrary, he bas, left with his Diſciples 
r- 1nd Followers a Horror for all ſuch Prac- 
of MW ices, which has continued with all True 
li- W Thriltians ever ſince. Moreover, God, who 
ey Nis Goodneſs and Truth itſelf, would not 
es, ¶ permit Mankind to be thus impoſed upon 
e - by the Devil, and deluded into a falſe and 
re WM wicked Worſhip, by ſuch and ſo many 
he MW liracles, as never were before effected by 
r- ny Man, without warning them of the Im- 
oſture. , 
nd 3. Theſe Miracles could be no Juggling 
ve WM tricks: The Nature and Evidence of the 
vil MW hings, and the Multitude of the Witneſ⸗- 
or s who muſt have been impoſed upon, 
7c any of which were Phariſees, mortal Enz- 
fe. ies to our Saviour, leave ne Room {for 
g, ch a Suſpicion, As to the Dead, for In- 
nce, whom our Saviour raiſed to Lite, 
cre could be no juggling in the Caſe; 
cauſe their being dead was publickly 
torious; as appears with Relation, to 
airus's Daughter, where he found a Crowd 
People in the Houſe, all Witneſſes of 
:r being dead; who laugh'd him to Scorn, 
hen he faid ſhe was aſleep. The ſame is 
uch more evident with Regard to the 
idow's Son of Naim, who was brought 
"th upon a Bier to be buried, accompa- 
ed with a great Multitude of the People 
[the City; and with regard roLazarys,who 
ad been buried four Days. What Juggling 
| ; ; CO 
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could there be with Relation to the Man 
that was born blind, into which Miracle 
the Phariſees examined fo nicely, to their 
own greater Confuſion ? Jobn 9. What 
Juggling could there be, with Relation to 
the healing of thoſe Diſeaſes, which carried 
with them their own Evidence; as in the 
Caſe of the Leproſy, the crooked Woman, 
the wither'd Hand, and thoſe that were 
maimed, or thoſe that were diſabled by the 
Palfy ? Where could theJuggling be, in the 
ſudden Cure of thoſe, who were known to 
have been diſtemper*d for ſo many Years ; 
as in the Caſe of the poor imporent Man, 
that had been ill thirry-eight Years ? Or, 
the Woman cured of the Iſſue of Blood, 
who had ſpent her Subſtance upon Phyſi- 
cians, for the Space of welve Tears, with- 
out any Benefit? What Juggler ever pre- 
| tended, in a Moment, to appeaſe a vio- 
lent Tempeſt by his only Word? Or, to 
feed many thouſand People with a few 
Leaves ? In ſuch Caſes as theſe, tis plain, 
there can be no Room for Juggling. 

4. Tis no leis evident, that theſe Mi- 
racles could not be meer Fictions, or the 
Inventions of thoſe Writers, whom we call 
the Evangeliſts, Becauſe, tho' we were to 
ſuppoſe them to have had never ſo good a 
Will to have deceived the World, by palm- 
ing upon them a Hiſtory full of remanrick 
Facts, which never had been done; it Would 
have been impoſſibte they ſhould have 


gaincd 
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gained Credit, as cis viſible they did, ei- 
ther with Jews or Gentiles, at that Time, 
and in thoſe Countries, where there were 
innumerable Enemies of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 3 and where there would have been 
innumerable Witneſſes to convict them of 
[mpoſture, had not the Facts, which they 
related, been unconteſtable: eſpecially ſince 
they take Care to give their Readers to 
underſtand, that the Miracles which they 
relate were done before great Multitudes; 
and appeal to the publick Knowledge of 
whole Cities and Provinces, for the Truth 
of the Facts by them recorded. Thus 
Matthew, for Inſtance, who, according to 
the Ancients, wrote in Judæa, in the vul- 
gar Language of the Jets, and not many 
Years ter the Death of Chriſt, mult have 
been worſe than a Madman, to write, as 
he does in many Places, of the Miracles of 
our Saviour, were they not certainly known 
to be true. For Example, Chap. 4. v. 23, 
24, 25: Jeſus went about all Galilee, teath- 
ing in their ſynagogues, and preaching the 
Goſpel of the Kingdom, and healing all man- 
ner of fickneſs, and all manner of diſeaſes 
among the people. And bis fame went through- 
out all Syria: And they brought unto bim all 
ſick people that were taken with diverſe diſea- 
ſes and torments, und thoſe which were poſ- 
/eſſed with devils, and thoſe which were lu- 
natick, and thoſe tha! bad the Palſy, and be 
vealed them. And there followed” him 1250. 
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Multitudes of f people from Galilee, and from 
Decapolis, and from Jeruſalem, and from 
Judea, and from beyond Jordan. Did ever 
any Man yet arrive to that Pitch of Im- 
pudence, as to cite ſo many Provinces to 
witneſs Facts, which every ſingle Man in 
thoſe Provinces knew to be Lies ? which 
would here have been the very Caſe, had 
not the Truth of theſe Facts been notori- 
ous. Chap. 15. v. 30, 31. Great multitudes 
came unto him ( four thouſand Men, beſides 
Women and Children, v. 38.) having with 
them thoſe that were lame, blind, dumb, 
maimed , and many others, and caſt them 
down at Jeſus feet, and he bealed them : in- 
ſomuch that the multitude wondered when they 
ſaw the dumb to ſpeak, the maimed to be 
whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to ſee: 
and they/glorified the God of Iſrael. Can 
there be any the leaſt Place for Suſpicion 
here, either of Juggling or Impoſture, in 
the publick working: of ſuch, and ſo many 
Wonders, or of Infincerity in the Hiſto- 
rian, who cites ſo many Witneſſes to Facts 
of fo freſh a Date, in a Nation where 
there were ſo many Eyes open to pry into, 
and diſcover the Cheat, if 
any and to make it publick to the whole 
orld ? The ſame Argument holds for al- 
moſt all the reſt of the Miracles of Chriſt, 
which were generally done in the Preſence 
of great Multitudes; and with ſo "great 
Evidence of the Truth of the Matters of 


Fact, 


there had been 


— 
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Fact; that the moſt bitter Enemies of the 
" WW Chriſtian Name, even in the very Books 
TH that they have written againſt Chriſtians, 
„have not been able to deny them: As 
appears from the Words of Celſus the Hea- 
n then Philoſopher, tranſcrib'd by Origen, I. 2. 
contra Celſum; and from the Words of Ju- 
d lan the Apoſtate, quoted by St. Cyril of 
- Wl Alexandria, I. 6. contra Julianum. And as 
es for Mabomet in his Alcoran, and the Jeu 
es in their Thalmud, Trac. Moda bæarab, and 
% Midrach Cobeletb, they bear expreſs Teſti- 
b, mony to the Miracles of Jeſus ; tho? the 
* latter ineptly pretend, that he effected thoſe 
Miracles by a certain. ſecret Virtue of the 
Name of God engraved in a Stone, which 
he found in the inward Part of the Temple, 
and ſtole out from thence; which Account 
is ſo viſibly fabulous, that it deſerves no 
further No: ice or Confutation. 

5. To the Miracles of Chriſt may be 
joined his Propheſies or Predictions of fu- 
ture Events; as, of his own Death and 
Paſſion, ſo often inculcated to his Diſciples; 
of Fudas's Treaſon ; of Peter's Denial; of 
his own Reſurrection the third Day; of 
the preaching of his Goſpel throughout the 
whole World; of the Perſecutions that 
ſhould be raiſed againſt his Church; which, 
nevertheleſs, ſhould continue firm to the 
End of the World, Sc. which are record: d 
by the Evangeliſts in many Places. But 
there is nothing more convincing in this 
FED E | Kind 
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Kind than his foretelling forty Years before. 
hand the Ruin of Jeruſalem, and of the 
Temple, and all the dreadful Judgment; 
that ſhould fall upon the 7ewi/h Nation; 
which Propheſies are diſtinctly ſet down b) 
the Evangeliſts Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
long before the Event (which happen'd no: 
till after they were dead) Mat. 24. v. 1, 2 
His diſciples came to him for to ſhew bim th 
buildings of the temple, and Jeſus ſaid uni 
them, See ye not all theſe things ? Verily, | 
ſay unto you, there ſhal; not be left here on 
tene upon another that ſhall not be thrown 
down. See the ſame Thing foretold, Mart 
13. v. 1, 2. and Luke 21. v. 6. and Luke 
19. v. 41, Sc. When be was come near, be 


bebeld the city, and wept over it, ſaying, I 


thoy badſt known, &c. For the days ſhall Tom: 
upon thee, that thine enemies ſhall caſt a tren) 
about thee, and compaſs thee round, and kee; 
thee in on every fide, and ſhall lay thre even 
with the ground, and thy children within 
thee ; and they ſhall not leave in thee on 
ſtone upon another: becauſe thou kneweſt nut 
the time of thy viſitation. And Chap. 21, 
v. 20, Sc. When ye ſball ſee Jeruſalem con- 
paſſed with armies, then know that the deſe- 
lation thereof is mgh, &c. For theſe be tht 
days of vengeance — for there ſhall be grea 
Aliſtreſ in the land, and wrath upon thi 
people : and they "93 0m by the edge of the 
| ſword, and ſhall be led away captives into all 

nations, and Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden a 
* 
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of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled, All which afterwards punctu- 
ally came to paſs, as may be ſeen in the 
Account which Fo/ephus the Jewiſh Hiſto- 
rian gives of the laſt Siege of Jeruſalem. 

6. To the Miracles and Predictions of 
Chriſt, we muſt add the Teſtimony which 
God was pleaſed to give to him by the 
Prodigies that accompanied his Death : of 
which Maithew gives the following Account, 
Chap. 27. v. 45. From the ſixth bour there 
was darkneſs over all the land unto the ninth 
hour, &c. v. 50, 51, &c. Jeſus, when he 
bad cried again with @ loud voice, yielded up 
the ghoſt : and behold the vail of the temple 
was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom 
and the earth did quake ; and the rocks rent, 
and the graves were opened, and many bodies 
of ſaints which. ſlept, aroſe, and came out of 
the graves afler his reſurrection, and went 
into -the holy city, and appeared unto many. 
See to the ſame Effect, Mark 15. v. 33, 
38. and Luke 23. v. 44, 45. I was about 
the fixth hour, and there was a darkneſs ever 
all the earth, until the ninth bour, and the 
fun was darkened, and the wail of the temple 
was rent in the mids, The Sight of theſe 
Prodigies had that Effect upon the Cen- 
turion, or Captain of the Soldiers de- 

uted to ſee the Execution, that, as we 
— from the ſame Evangeliſts, he pub- 


lickly acknowledged Chriſt to be the Son 
Now when the. centurion, faith 


of God, 
E 2 


Matthew: 
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Matthew, v. 54, and they that were ub 
him, watching Jeſus, ſaw the earthquake, 
and thoſe things that were done, they feared 

atly, ſaying, Truly this was the Son of God. 
Lee Mark 15. v. 39. To which Luke adds 
this Circumſtance, Chap. 23. v 48. that 
All the people that came together to that fight, 
beholding the things which were done, ſmote 
their breaſts, and returned. There needs but 
the leaſt Glance of an Eye, to ſee that Pro- 
digies ſo remarkable, and Facts of this pub- 
lick Nature, of which the wholeNation of the 
Jets (who were then all aſſembled at Jeru- 
ſalem, according to the Law, to celebrate 
the Paſſover) muſt have been Witne ſſes, 
could never be counterfeited ; or, if falſe, 
be impoſed upon the Belief of the World, 


whilſt many hundred thouſands were alive . 


that knew them to be Lies. Nor indeed 
is there the leaſt Appearance that ſo many 
thouſands of the Jeu, and a Multitude 
even of their Prieſts, ſhould ſo early have 
- embraced the Chriſtian Faith, as we find 
they did, from As 5. v.14. Chap. 6. v. 7, 
and Chap. 21. v. 20. if the Goſpel, which 
was preached to them, had been grounded 
upon Facts, which they knew to be Fables. 
It may be proper here to take Notice, be- 
fore we proceed any farther, 1. That the 
unuſual Darkneſs and Obſcurity of che Sun, 
during the three Hours that Chriſt was 
hanging upon the Croſs, could not be a 
natural Eclipſe, becauſe it was en) 1 
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, Feaſt of the Paſſover, which, by the Law 
„of Moſes, Exodus 12. was always kept at 
d WW the full Noon: at which Time all Philoſo- 
. phers and Aftronomers know there can be 
SW no Eclipſe of the Sun, without changing 
t the whole Courſe of Nature. 2. That this 
„ Darkneſs or Eclipſe was remarked by the 
e Heathens, and recorded in their Annals; 
tas we learn from Tertullian, in his A 
- I logy, Chap. 21. from the Words of Lucian 
the Martyr, related by Ryfinus in his 
© WF Hiſtory, Book 9. Chap. 6. and from Eu- 
bins, in his Chronicle, p. 77 and 202. In 
te particular, the Learned are of Opinion, 
„chat Phlegon, who wrote a Hiſtory by the 
©, Olympiads, in ſixteen Books, in the Time 
d, ¶ of the Emperor Adrian, muſt have ſpoken 
Vc "il of this Darkneſs, when he writes (as his 
ed Words are quoted by Euſebius in his Chro- 
1y IF nicle) that in the fourth Year of the two 
ce ¶ hundred and ſecond Olympiad [which ended 
ve about the Middle of the Year of our Lord 
nd I Thirty three] there was an Eclipſe of the 
Sun, the greateſt that ever had been known, 
the Obſcurity having been ſo great even at 
Noon-day, that the Stars were ſeen. After 
which he goes on, ſpeaking of an extraordi- 
nary Earthquake which did greatMiſchief in 
Bitbynia. Which Account is the more re- 
markable, becauſe it is ſtrongly affirmed, 
that in the whole Year ſet down by Pblegon, 
: 4 IF there was not, nor could not be, by the 
the I uſual Courſe of Nature, any Eclipſe of 
aſl E 3 the 
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the Sun: But this we muſt leave to the 
Aſtronomers to examine into, and decide. 
7. But the greateſt of all the Miracles of 
Chriſt, and of all the Prodigies which hap- 
pen'd upon his Occaſien, was his Reſurrec- 
tion, or his returning to Life again, and 
coming forth out of his Sepulchre on the 
third Day. A Fact not only atteſted by 
the twelve Apoſtles, but by five hundred 
other Witneſſes. He was ſeen, ſays St. Paul, 
x Cr. 15. v. 6. of above five hundred bre- 
thren at once : of whom the greater part re- 
main unto this preſent, but ſome are fallen 
aſleep. Tis not reaſonable to ſuppole that 
ſo many would confpire in a Lie; nor is 


it the Cuſtom of Impoſtors or Liars to | 


appeal to ſo many Witneſſes ; or to ven- 
ture their Credit upon the Secrecy of fo 
many. Much leſs is it reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that, if this Reſurrection of Chriſt 
was a meer Fiction, ſo many, both living 
and dying, ſhould fo ſtedfaſtly perſevere in 
the Aſſeveration of the Truth of the Mat- 
ter of Fact, without any apparent Motive 
that ſhould engage them in ſuch a Lie, 
and with evident Danger of being expoſed 
thereby to moſt cruel Perſecutions ; and 
this at a Time when by their Maſter's 
Death, and the Diſappointment ef the 
Hope they had conceived of his temporal 
Kingdom, it muſt have been natural to 
them to have abandoned fo deſperate 2 
Cauſe; in the proſecuting of which che ob 

| they 
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they could expect muſt be to have ſhared 
in their Maſter's Fate. Yet of ſo great a 
Number, not, one ſingle Perſon, either for 
Hope of Reward, or thro' Fear of Puniſh- 
ment, either in Life or Death, departed 
from the Teſtimony of their Lord's Reſur- | 
rection, tho? many of them, and eſpecially 
almoſt all the twelve Apoſtles, were put 
to Death for their Doctrine and Religion, 
of which this Reſurrection of Chriſt, was 
the greateſt and moſt fundamental Article, 
'Tis alſo worthy our taking Notice, that 
Chriſt, long betore his Death, had fore- 
told, that he ſhould riſe again the third 
Day: which was ſo publickly known, that 


upon this Account, as we read, Mat. 27. 


v. 62, &c. The chief Prieſts and Phariſees 
came together unto Pilate, ſaying, Sir, we 
remember that that deceiver ſaid, while be 
was yet alive, after. three days I will riſe. 
again: Command therefore that the ſepulthre 
be made ſure until the third day, left his diſ- 
ciples come by night, and ſteal him away, an 


/ay unto the people, He is riſen from the dead: 


/o the laſt error ſhall be worſe than the fir. 
Pilate ſaid unto tham, e have a watch, go 
Jour wav, make it as ſure as you. can. - 50 
they went and made the ſepulchre ſure, ſeal- 
ing the. ſtone, and. ſalting @ watch, This 
Paſſage furniſhes us with two invincible 
Arguments in Favour of Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection : The one, becauſe this Diligence 
of the Jews in guarding his Sepulchre ren- 
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dered it impoſſible for his Diſciples to con- 
_ vey his Body away, if they had been never 
fo willing: tho' the Fears and Conſterna- 
tion which they were in upon Occaſion of 
their Maſter's Death, were too great to 
allow them the firſt Thoughts of any 
ſuch Enterprize. The other, from Chriſt's 
having ſo publickly given out, that he 
would rife again on the third Day : For 
he, who is acknowledged by his greateſt 
Adverſaries, Gentiles, Tews, and Deiſts, to 
have been a wiſe Man, would never have 
pu the whole Credit of his Cauſe upon 
uch an Iſſue, by promiſing to riſe from 
the Dead in ſo ſhort a Time, had he not 
been able to fulfil his Promiſe. Since other- 
wiſe he could not but expect and know, 
that both Friends and Enemies within three 
Days after his Death muſt diſcover the 
Impoſture, to the great Confuſion of the 
one, and Triumph of the other. The Con- 
ſequence of which Diſcovery could be no 
other, than that his Memory ſhould be had 
in Execration by the whole World. 

8. To the Miracles of Chriſt we muſt 
Join the many great and evident Miracles 
wrought by his Diſciples ; recorded by 
Luke" in the As of the Apoftles, whilſt 
the Memory of them was yet freſh, and 
whilſt many thouſand Enemies of their 
Faith were living, that would not | have 
failed to have contradicted the Account, if 
there had been any Room for contradicting 
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it. Such was the Miracle of healing the 
Man that had been lame from his Mother's 
Womb, well known to all the People, per- 
formed at the Gate of the Temple, As 3. 
followed by the Converſion of five thou- 
ſand Souls, As 4. v. 4. Such was the 
ſudden Cure of Eneas at Lydda, who had 
been bedridden with the Palſy for eight 
Years, As 9. v. 33, 34. followed by the 
Converſion of the Cities of Lydda and Sa- 
ron, v. 35. Which Miracle, as well as the 
former, was effected by Peter in an In- 
ſtant by his only Word, and che Name of 
Jeſus, without any exterior Application. 
Such alſo was the raiſing to Lite Tabitha 
by the Prayers of the ſame Peter, Chap. q. 
v. 37, 38, 39, 40. a Miracle well known 
throughout all Zoppa, and followed by the 
Converſion of many, v. 42. Such was the 
healing in an Inſtant, by Paul's only Word, 
the Cripple at Lyra, who had been lame 
from his Mother's Womb, and never had 
walked, As 14. v. 8, 9, 10. upon which 
the People would have given divine Ho- 
nours to Paul and Barnabas, v. 11, 12, 13. 
Such was the Reſurrection of Eutychus, 
who had fallen down from the third Loft, 
and was taken up dead, As 20. v. 9,10, 
12, Such were the many Signs and Won» 
ders recorded of the Apoitles in general, 
and of Peter in particular; As 5. v. 12, 
15, 16. of Stephen, Aus 6. v. 8. of Philip 
the Deacon, A, 8. v. 6, 7, 13. of Paul, 
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Acls 19. v. 11, 12, 13, Sc. All which are 
ſet down as Facts publickly known to an 
Infinity of People, and accompanied with 
the Converſions of great Numbers. From 


dent to any conſiderate Man, that here can 
be no Place left for ſuſpecting the Veracity 
of the Hiſtorian; much leſs for imagining 
that ſuch Performances as theſe could be 
no more than the Tricks of Jugglers. To 
the Miracles regiſtered in the Alls of the 
Apoſtles, we muſt join the miraculous 
Converſion of St. Paul, As g. who, of a 
Phariſee, a fiery Zealot, and a bloody 
Perſecutor of the Infant Church of Chriſt, 
was ſuddenly changed, by aLight and Voice 
from Heaven, into a moſt zealous Apoſtle 
of Chriſt. To which we muſt alſo add the 
miraculous Gift of ſpeaking all Tongues, 
firſt communicated to the Diſciples of Chrift 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, As 2. and after- 
wards imparted by them, together with 
other ſupernatural Gifts, by the Impoſition 
of their Hands, As 8. v. 17, 18. and 
Chap. 19. v. 6. a Miracle, which, as it was 
firſt publiſh'd in Jeruſalem with the utmoſt 
Evidence, by reaſon of the great Concourſe 
of the Jets from all Nations to that Capi- 
tal, whoſe Ears were Witneſſes to ſo great 
aWonder, and was followed by the Con- 
verſion of three thouſand People on that 
ſame Day, v. 41. So was it no leſs evi- 
dently continued during the Infancy of the 
Church, 
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Church, as appears from many Places of 
the New Teſtament. It may fuffice here 
to inſtance” in the fourteenth Chapter of 
the firſt Epiſtle of St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians, in which he writes a great deal on 
the Subject, reprehending their Abuſe of 
the Gift of Tongues to Oſtentation in their 
publick Afſembhes. Were all they, that he 
directed this Letter to, Fools and Madmen, 
to be perſuaded that either he or they could 


ſpeak all Kind of Tongues, when they only 


knew their own? ; 

9. *Tis viſible from the Writings of the 
Apoſtles, that they make publick Profeſſion 
of having received from Chriſt the Power 
of working all Kind of Miracles : For In- 
ſtance, Matthew, Chap. 10. v. 8. informs 
his Readers, that Chriſt, when he firſt ſent 
his Apoſtles to preach, gave them this 
Power and Commiſſion ; . Heal the ſick, 
cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, caſt out de- 
vils : freely ye bave received, freely give : 
And Mark, Chap. 16. v. 17, 18.,lets us 
know, that Chriſt told his Diſciples before 
his Aſcenſion, Theſe figns ſhall follow them 
that believe; In my name they ſhall caſt out 
devils, they ſhall ſpeak with new _ 
They ſhall take up ſerpents, and if they drin 
any deadly thing, it ſhall not burt them; they 
ſhall lay hands on the ſick, and they fhall 
recover. The Evangeliſt adds, v. 20. They 
went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming — 

wor 


84 We Grounds of 


word with ſigns following. Jobn alſo, Chap. 
14. v. 12. repreſents to us this Promile of 
Chriſt ;» He tbat believeth on me the ¶ mira- 
culous] werks that I do, Shall be do alſo, and 
greater works than theſe ſhall be do. Hence 
we find, that Paul in his Epiſtles often 
appeals to the Miracles which God had 
wrought by him and his Fellow Apoftles, 
as authentick Teſtimonies of the I ruth of 
the Doctrine which he preached, and as 
Matters of Fact well known to thoſe to 
whom he writes. * He tells the Romans, 
Chap. 15. v. 18, 19. of mighty figns and 
wonders wrought by the Power of the Spi- 
rit of God, by which he had eſtabliſhed 
the Church from 7eru/alem, and round a- 
bout as far as Hyricum. And writing to 
the Corinthians, in his ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. 
12. v. 12. he appeals to tbe gn, and won- 
fers, and mighty deeds, he had wrought a- 
mongſt them, as Proofs of his Apoſtleſhip. 
Writing allo to the Galatians, Chap. 3. 
v. 2. g. he arms them againſt thoſe who 
ſought to impoſe upon them the Yoke of 
the Jewiſſi Law, Hy putting them in Mird 
of the Spirit which they had received, and 
the Miracles that were wrought amongſt 
them, not by the works of the law, but by 
the bearing of faith. He alſo reminds the 
Theſſalomans, 1 Theſſ. 1. v. 5. that the 
Golpel which he had preached amongſt 
them, came nct to them in word only, 4 
alſo in power [viz, of Miracles} and in he 
2. Haly 
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Holy Gboſt; and tells the Hebrews, Chap. 
2. v. 3, 4. that the Doctrine of Chriſt 
was confirmed unto them by them that heard 
bim; (viz. the Apoſtles] God alſo bearing 
them witneſs both with ſigns and wonders, and 


| with divers miracles, ana gifts of the Holy 


Ghoſt. From all which Texts it is evident, 
that the Apoſtles not only made publick 
Profeſſion of having received the Power of 
working Miracles, but alſo appealed to 
the Miracles they wrought, as the chief 
Foundation of the Religion which they 
preached, and the moſt convincing Proof 
of the Truth of their Doctrine: So that 
their Cauſe was to ſtand or fall by this 
Teſt. Now, though we were to ſuppoſe 
that the Apoſtles had Impudence enough 
to pretend, that they publickly wrought an 
Infinity of Miracles, without having 1ndeed 
the Power to work any: Tho' we were to 
imagine, that they had ſo little Regard to 
the Credit of the Cauſe, or their own, as 
to venture it upon palpable Lies; which 
the Publick muſt know to be Lies: Yet 
it muſt be highly unreaſonable to judge 
that ſo many thouſands in every Nation 
(many of which were certainly no Fools) 
could have been ſo far impoſed upon by 
them, as to believe moſt aſſuredly, that 
great and evident Miracles were wrought 
by them in all Places where they preached, 


and upon this Belief venture their All, 


both in this World and the next, by em- 
bracing 
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bracing the new: Religion which they 
preached; if indeed they never had been 
able to work in their Sight any of thoſe 
Wonders, of which they To often were 
talking. 
10. In fine, *tis evident beyond Diſpute, 
from the moſt authentick Monuments of 
Church Hiſtory, and the Teſtimonies of 
innumerable Witneſſes, that even after the 
Apoſtles Time a great Number of Miracles 
have been wrought in Proof of the Chriſ- 
tian Revelation. Such was the miraculous 
Victory of the. Emperor Marcus Aurelius, 
Anno 174, obtained by the Prayers of the 
Chriſtian Soldiers. When the Roman Army 
in Germany being coop*d up by the Qrades, 
and periſhing for want of Water in the 
violent Heats, the Chriſtian Soldiers falling 
down on their Knees, and begging Relief 
from their God, there ſuddenly fell a plen- 
tiful Rain which refreſhed the Romans ; 
and at the ſame Time a vehement Hail, 
and great Lightning, and Thunderbolts 
upon the Barbarians, which burnt and de- 
{troy'd both Men and Horſes ; beat down 
their Works, and utterly routed their Army. 
This wonderful Event, as to the Subſtance 
of the Matter of Fact, is atteſted by Dio, 
Julius Capitolinus in Marco, Themiſtius Or. 
15, Claudian in 6 Conf. Hon, and other 
Heathen Writers; tho' theſe envying the 
Chriſtians the Honour of ſo evident a Mi- 
racle, have aſcribed it either to Art magick, 
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or to the Virtue of the Emperor. But that 
it was indeed due to the Chriſtians Prayers, 
is not only atteſted by Apollinaris Biſhop of 


his Book directed to the Proconſul Scapula, 
C. 4. both contemporary Writers; but alſo 
was publickly acknowledged by the Em- 
peror Marcus Aurelius himſelf, in his Let- 
ters to the Senate; as we learn from the 
fame Tertullian, in the ſame Chapter of his 
Apology, written not very long after this 
Event. 

To this Miracle we may add thoſe, which 
Ireneus, a grave Author of theſe ſame 
Times, in his ſecond Book againſt Here- 
ſies, Chap. 55. teſtifies to have been very 
common in the Church, as, not only caſt. 
ing out Devils, and healing, by Impoſition 
of Hands, thoſe that laboured under great 
Sickneſſes; but alſo frequently raiſing the 
Dead, who, after being thus recall'd to Life, 
bave, ſays he, remained amongſt us for many 
gears. See this Place quoted by Euſebius, 
L. 5. C. 7. He alſo adds in another Place, 
that the Spirit of Propheſy and the Giſt of 
Tongues were ſtill in his Time very com- 
mon in the Church. All which being at- 
teſted as Things publick and notorious by 
ſo grave an Author, in a Work written 
againſt the Adverſaries of the Church, who 
would not have failed to have contradicted 
the Account, had there been any Room for 

con- 
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contradicting it, muſt certainly be of great 
Weight with any unprejudiced Mind. 

I ſhould never end, were I to run thro? 
all the particular Miracles vouched by the 
moſt credible Witneſſes in the ſucceeding 
Ages: as thoſe of St. Gregory Biſhop of 
Neoceſarea in Pontus, ſurnamed Thauma- 
turgus, or the Wonder-worker ; who having 
found but ſeventeen Chriſtians in that City 
and the adjacent Country, prevailed ſo far 
by the Evidence of his Miracles, as not to 
leave when he dy'd above ſeventeen Infi- 
dels in that whole Dioceſe. Thoſe of St. 
Antbony the Hermit, related by Sr. Atha- 
nafius in his Lite, called by St. Auguſtin, 
L. 5. Confeſſ. Chap. 6. Teſtaliſima mirabi- 
tia, Miracles exceedingly well atteſted. 
Thoſe of St. Martin Biſhop of Tours, re- 
corded by Sulpicius Severus, a grave con- 
temporary Author in his Life. In fine, to 
omit many others, thoſe atteſted by St. 
Auguſtin, in the 22d Book of his City of 
God, Chap. 8. all done in his own Days, 
and many of them under his own Eyes: 
Amongſt which we may reckon the raiſin 
of ſeveral dead to Lite in his own Diocei: 
by the Reliques ef St. Sſepben the firſt Mar- 
tyr. But enough has been ſaid on this 
Subject of Miracles. *Tis Time now to 
proceed to other Proofs of the Chriſtian 
Religion, 
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1 SF cr. 3. 
„De miraculous Propagation of Chriſtianity. 
f 


: Amongſt all the Arguments which may 
be brought for Proof that the Chriſtian 
Religion is of God, there is none more 
g |} <onvincin than that which is taken from 
the Conſideration of the wonderful Man- 
ir ner in which Chriſtianity was. propagated 
o £ throughout the World; which, if examin'd 
j. well in all its Circumſtances, will be found 
+ to be as evident a Miracle as ever was 
+. | wrought ; and ſuch: as muſt - oblige the 
" moſt incredulous to cry out, The. Hand of 
i. Cod is bere. | 
* 1. As to the Doctrine of the Goſpel; 
e- according to all human Appearance, no- 
ne ching could ever be leſs likely to meet with 
to | Encouragement or Reception in the World. 
St. The great fundamental Articles, which it 
of equires to be believed, without the leaſt 
Heſitation, as divine Truths, are ſuch as 
could not but appear highly ſhocking to 
human Wit and Reaſon. For Inſtance, 
that there are three diſtinct Perſons in one 
only God z that a poor Man, condemn'd 
as a Malefactor by the High Prieſts and 
the whole Senate of his own People, and 
put to an infamous. Death at the earneſt 
Requeſt of the whole Nation, is to be a- 
dored: by all the World, as the Eternal Son 
. 7+ Jof the Eternal God: That by the Tranſ- 
F greſſion 
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fon of one Man we are all born in Sin; 
and that there is no other Way to eſca 
from everlaſting Miſery, but by Faith in 
this Crucified Saviour and Redeemer of 


Mankind; that we ſhall one Day all ariſe 


again out of our Graves to give an Account 
of our whole Lives; and from rhencefor- 
ward live for ever either in Happineſs 


or Miſery. Theſe and ſuch like Myſteries, 


which are the chief Articles of the Chriftian 
Creed, feem utterly incredible to the Deiſts 
at preſent, notwithſtanding the Recommen- 
dation which they now have from long Pre- 
ſcription, Example of the wiſeſt of Men, 
Education, Sc. How much more muſt 
they have appear'd ſo to the World at that 
Time, which had all along been brought 
up in Principles N wp to all theſe 
Articles? Hence St. Paul, 1 Cor. 1. v. 23. 
informs us, that the preaching of Chriſt 
crucified was indeed wnto the eus a ſtum 
bling-block, and unto the Grezks fooliſbnefs. = 

2. But if the ſpeculatĩve Part of the Chrif- 
tian Doctrine mult needs have ſeem'd incre- 
dible to thoſe to whom it was firft preach'd: 
Fhe — — * Part, chat is to ſay, the 
Mora 


Is of the Goſpel muſt ha ve ſeemed no 
lefs, or rather indeed much more inſup - 
poi table to human Nature, by croſſing, 
and thwarting all its darling Inclinations 
and Paſſions; attack ing Self- love, the Mo- 
ther of them all, in All her Shapes, and 
driving her out of all her Intrenchments. 
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Witneſs thoſe moſt efſential Maxims of 
Chriſtian Morality, ſo ſtrongly inculcated 
in the Goſpel, of loving all, even our pro- 
ſeſſed Enemies; of doing Good to thoſe 
that hate us, and forgiving from our Hearts 
all Injuries and Affronts; of flying the 
Applauſe of Men in our good Actions; of 


being humble and mean in our own Eyes, 


and content to be ſuch in the Eyes of 
others; of deſpiſing Honours, and re- 
nouneing, in Affection at leaſt, our Riches 
and Poſſeſſions; and all other Conveniences 
and Satisfactions of Life; and theſe latter 
in Effect alſo, as often as they have any 
Tincture of Vanity, Prodigality, Wan- 
tonneſs or Intemperance; of parting with a 
Hand or an Eye, that is to ſay, with any 
thing the dear or neceſſary, that is 
an Occaſion of Tranſgreſſion; of ſuppreſſ- 
ing, under Pain of eternal Damnation, the 
firſt Thoughts and Motions of Luſt or 
Concupiſcence; of mortifying the Fleſh, 
denying our ſelves, and taking up daily 
our Croſſes to follow our crucified Lord: 
In fine, of hating and flying from all 
Things naturally the moſt dear to us; and 
hying down our very Lives, rather than be 
wanting to any of the Precepts of the 
Goſpel. The firſt Sermon of Chriſt [Mat. 
5, 6, 7. and Lake 6.] which contains the 
chief Principles of Chriſtian Morality, from 
the very Beginning contradicts all the 
Maxims of the World, the moſt engrafted 
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in human Nature, when he declares thoſe 
happy that are poor, meek and humble; 
thoſe that mourn, and that ſuffer all Kind 
of Injuries and Perſecutions: And on the 
other Side [ Luke 6. v. 24, 25, 26. ] pro- 
nounces a Woe to thoſe that are rich, and 
have their Comfort in this World; to thoſe 
that live in Plenty and Jollity ; and are 
applauded by all theWorld, How intole- 


rable to Fleſh and Blood are ſuch Prin- 


ciples as theſe? or, what Appearance, hu- 


manly ſpeaking, could there be, that a 
World hos corrupt in Point of Morals, as 
both Fews and Gentiles, were at the Time 
that Chriſtianity firſt began to appear, 
ſhould ever embrace ſo ſelt-denying a 
Doctrine? M 
- 2. Yet, if we examine the beſt and moſt 
authentick Records of thoſe early Ages, we 
find that this Doctrine, how incredible ſo- 
ever to human Underſtanding, and inſup- 
portable to the Inclinations of Nature, 
was by a moſt evident Miracle, in a very 
ſhort Time, - propagated throughout the 
whole known World z embraced. by Cities, 
Provinces and Nations; ſtedfaſtly believ'd, 
and faithfully put in Execution, by an in- 
numerable Multitude of. People, in Spite 
of their contrary Education, worldly Ho- 
nour, Intereſt, and the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition, 
as well from their own Self-love, as from 
the Power and Wiſdom of the whole Uni- 
verſe, Peter's firſt Sermon in Jeruſalem 
| was 
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was followed by the Converſion of three 
thouſand that ſame Day, As 2. v. 41; 
and his ſecond Diſcourſe, "after the healing 
of the lame Man in the Temple, was fol- 
low'd by the Converſion of five thouſand, 
A, 4. v. 4. From Jeruſalem, after Ste- 
phen's Martyrdom, the Goſpel was propa- 
gated to Samaria by the pony of Phi- 
lip, Alls 8. v. 5, &c. and thro' all Judea, 
and the neighbouring Countries as far as 
Cyprus, Phenice, Antioch, and Damaſcus, by 
other Diſciples, as we learn from the ſame, 
and the following Chapters. Soon after 
2 by the e preacin of Paul, the Goſpel 

ſpread like Wildfire thro? all the Provinces 

om Jeruſalem round as far as Hyricum; 
Rom. 15. v. 19. whilſt Peter —t ſettled 
Chriſtianity 1 in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Aſia minor and Bithynia, carried the Chriſ- 
tian Religion to Rome the Capital of 'the 
World: where we find a numerous Church, 
whoſe faulb was ſpoken of throughout the 
whole world, Rom. 1. v. 8; and this ſome 
time before Paul had ever been in that 
City. From Rome Chriſtianity was ſpread 
thro? all the Regions of theWeſt ; whilſt in 
the Eaſt and South the Goſpel was carried 
as far as the Indies and Etbiovia, by the 
Miniſtry of the other Apoſtles, So that in 
the Age immediately after the Apoſtles 
we find the Chriſtian 9 ſtrongly 
eſtabliſned through all the known Parts 


| of the World: and this by the Tay 
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of the Writers of that fame Age. Witneſs 
* Faſtin the Philoſopher, in his Dialogue 
with Tyypbon the Jet, p. 345. There are 
« ſome Nations, in which as yet none of 
«« _ Race [ the Jews] have ever dwelt, 
«©. But there is not fo much as any one 
«© Nation of Men, either of Barbarians ot 
«« Grecians, or of any other Denomination 
«« whatſoever ; or even of thoſe who live 
„ in Waggons, and have no Houſes, or 
« that dwell in Tents, in which Prayers 
£* and Euchariſts are not offered to the 
Father and Maker of all Things, thro 
«© the Name of Feſus that was crucified.” 
So far Juſtin, with whom agrees Ireneus, 
J. 1. c. 3. This Faith (ſays he) the 
Church diſſeminated thro' the whole 
« World keeps with great Care: For, 
„ tho' in the World there is Variety of 
& Languages, yet the Virtue of Tradition 
«« js one and the fame. Nor do theſe . 
Churches that are founded in Germany « 
* believe otherwite, or deliver any other ſ < 
«© Doctrine; nor thoſe which ar: in Spain, I . 
nor thoſe which are in Gaul; nor thoſe 4. 
© which are in the Eaſt, nor thoſe which 4 
are in Egypt, nor thoſe which are nll « 
«© Lybia, nor thoſe which are cftabliſhed FF c 
in the Midſt of the World. But, as the Wl . 
Sun, the Creature of God, is one and 4 
«© the ſame in the whole Univerſe; fo | 
** alſo. the Light, the preaching of the „, 
„ Truth, everywhere ſhines and enlighten P 
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« all Men who are willing to come to 


« the Knowledge of the Truth.” 
And Tertullian in his Book againſt the 


Jews, Chap. 7. tells them, That now 
| « the various People of the Gztulians, 
and the many Coaſts of the Mars, and 
„all the Limits of the Spaniards, and the 
TB © divers Nations of the Gauls, and the 
T « Places of the Britons that are inacceſſible 


e to the Romans, are ſubject ro Chrif : as 
likewiſe the Sarmatians, and the Daci- 
ans, and the Germans, and the Scythians ; 
and many remote Nations, and Pro- 
4 vinces, and many Iſlands unknown to 
| * us; and which are innumerable ; in all 
„ © which Places the Name of Chriſt reigns.” 
And in his Apology, Chap. 37. he tells the 
le Hae 
, Heathen Perſecutors, that the Chriftians 
1 are ſpread throughout all the Univerſe, 
and have no other Limits than thoſe of 
on the World. Our Original (ſays he) is 
eſe «© but of late, and we fill already all that 
your Power reaches to, your Cities, 
* your Iſlands, your Caſtles, your Corpo- 
* rations, your Aſſemblies of the People, 
* your, very Camps, your City-Wards, 
ich 4 your Court, your Senate, your Forum. 
* We have left you nothing to yourſelves 
ned F< but your Temples.” . So far he, within 
che a hundred Years after the Death of the 
Apoſtles. | 
4. But by what, Means do you think 
was Chriſtianity, in fo ſhort a Time, ſo 


Won- 
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wonderfully ſpread thro all the known 
World? 'Tis viſible that Fleſh and Blood, 
that is to ſay, the natural Inclinations of 
Man, had no Share in propagating a Re. 
ligion, which fo directly tended to pull 
down the Pride both of the Underſtanding, 
by propoſing Things ſeemingly incredible, 
and of the Heart, by my e 
naturally inſupportable: Mens” Paſſions, 
which run ſo eagerly after worldly Honours, 
Riches and Pleaſures, could never be the 
Means of eſtabliſhing a Law, which teaches 
to fly Honours, to deſpiſe Riches, and to 
renounce Pleaſures. *Tis no leſs viſible, 
that all other human Means, from which 
any Degree of Succeſs in ſuch an Enter- 
prize as this might naturally have been 
expected, were utterly wanting to the firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel,” and their imme- 
diate Succeſſors: No Power, Intereſt, or 
Credit with the great ones of the World to 
favour their Undertaking : No Riches to 
bribe Men into their Religion; or Armies, 
like Mabomet, to force them to it; or 
Learning to impoſe upon them ; or Poli- 
ticks to over-reach them; or Rhetorick to 
recommend their Cauſe to them by ſtudied 
and eloquent Diſcourſes. No, the chief 
Inſtruments employed in this great Work 
were a few Fiſhermen, and others of low 
Condition in theWorld, poor and illiterate, 
who, as they themſelves were quite deſti- 
tute of all Power, Riches, Eloquence, o 
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the Chriſtian Religion. 97 
Favour: ſo from their firſt ſetting out 
they met with a moſt obſtinate Reſiſtance, 


from all that the World could boaſt ot, 


Power, Riches, Eloquence, or Favour. 

5. In the very Infancy of the Goſpel, 
the chief Prieſts, and the whole Sanbedrim 
or Senate of the Jewiſb Nation, did all 
that Men could do to extinguiſh it by 
bloody Perſecutions; but all in vain: And 
whe. from amongſt the Jes, the Goſpel 
paſſed to the Genliles, it met with a moſt 
violent Oppoſition from the whole Power 
of the Empire of the World. And no 
Wonder, ſince it came to fight againſt the 
eſtabliſhed Laws of all Nations, which 
diſallowed all new Religions; and conſc- 
quently was obnoxious to the Magiſtracy; 
it contradicted the firſt Principles of their 
wiſe Men and Philoſophers ; undermired 
the Intereſt of the Prieſthood; and attac kd 
thit of which Men are commonly moſt te- 
nacious, $72. the Religion which had been 
by long Preſcription ſettled throughout 
the whole World, and which they had 
ſuck'd in with their Mother's Milk 3 and 
therefore the Preachers of it could expect 
no other Treatment than what they found, 
that is, that Magiſtrates, Philoſophers, 
Prieſts and People, ſhould all join in per- 
ſecuring them. But that we may the bet- 
ter underſtand. what K ind of Welcome the 
Apoſtles met with in the World; let us 
hear What one of them writes of himſelf, 
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2 Cor. 11. v. 23, &c. In labours I an 
more abundant, in firipes above meaſure; in 
priſens more ſrequent, in deaths oft. Of the 
Fews I five times received forty ſtripes lacking 
one. Thrice was I beaten with rods ; once 1 
was ſtoned, thrice I ſuffered ſhijaoreck, 4 
night and a day ] bave been in the deep. In 
journeying often, in perils of waters, in peril; 
of robbers, in perils from my own Country- 
men, in periis from ibe beatbens, in perils in 
the city, in perils in the wilderneſs, in perils 
in the ſea, in perits from falſe brethren. In 
wearineſs and painfulneſi, in watchings often, 
in bunger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in 
Cold and nakedneſs —— In Damaſcus the 
governor under King Aretas kejt the city of 
the Damaſcenes with a garriſon, deſirous 10 
apprebend me ; and through a window in a 
baſket was I let down by the wall, and eſcaped 
his hands. Thus writes he many Years be- 


fore he had finiſhed the Courſe of his Suf- 


ferings. And 1 Cor. 4. v. 9, Sc. ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf and his Fellow Apoſtles; 
J think (ſays he) that God hath ſet ferth 
us the Apoſtles laſt, as it were appointed to 
death. For ue are made a ſpettacle to the 


world, and to angels, and to men. We ar: 


fools for Chriſt*s jake —— we are deſpiſed. 
Even unto this preſent hour, we both bunger 


and thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, 


and have no certain dwelling-place ; and la- 


hour, working with our own hands : being 


rieviled, we bie: being perſecuted, due ſuffer 
| 10 
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#t : being defamed, te intreat we are made 


as the filth of the world, and the off-ſcouring 
of all things unto ibis day. Poor Encourage- 


ment for Fleſh and Blood! But theſe Men 


were acted by the Spirit of God, which 
carried them thro? all Oppoſition, and made 
them triumph in the midſt of <heir Suffer- 


ings, and even in Death itſelf, which al- 


moſt all of them endured with an invincible 


-Courage for the Doctrine which they 
preached. Peter was crucified at Rome un- 


der Nero; Paul was beheaded by Orders 
of the ſame Tyrant near the ſame City ; 
Andrew was crucihed at Patras in Achaia ; 
trove the greater was beheaded at Jeruſa- 


lem byOrder of Herod Agrippa, Acts 12.v.2. 


John was caſt into a Veſſel of «boiling Oil 
at Rome, by Command of the Emperor 
Domitian, from whence eſcaping by an evi- 
dent Miracle, he was baniſhed into the Iſle 


of Patmos. Thomas ſuffered in India, James 
the leſſer at Feruſalem; Philip, according 


to ſeveral Authors, at Hierapolis in Phry- 
gia; ' Bartholomew in the greater Armenia; 
Matthew, ſome ſay in Ethiopia, others in 
Perſia; Simon and Jude in Perſia; Mat- 
thias in Judæa; Mart at Aexandria &c. 
6. But it was not only the firſt Preachers 
of Chriſtianiry that met with this Treatment; 
all that adhered to their Doctrine and em- 
braced their Religion were liable by the 
Laws to Death; and theſe Laws were with 
great Cruelty put in Execution upon them 
. | apd 
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and their Succeſſors in ten bloody Perſecu- 
tions, during three hundred Years. - The 
Emperor | Nero began the Tragedy, of 
_ whole Cruelty towards the Chrittians, - we 
have a Specimen in the Heathen Hiftorian 
Tacitus, I. 15. Annal. c. 44: who informs 
us, that upon Occaſion of the burning of 
Rome, the Tyrant, to remove from him- 
ſelf the Suſpicion of having ſet the City on 
Fire, laid it upon the Chriſtians 3 and ap- 
prehending a vaſt Multitude of them, 
ſome he order'd to be cover'd with Skins 
of wild Beaſts, and ſo to be torn in Pieces 
by Dogs; others to be crucified z others to 
be burnt alive for to give Light to the 
People in the Night, viz: by being firſt 
 dawbed over with Picch and other com- 
buſtible Matters, and then faſtened to 
Stakes, and ſo ſet on Fire to enlighten the 
Streets and other publick Places. From 
this Time till Conftaniine's Acceſſion to the 
Empire, which was in the Beginning of 
the fourth Century, the Chriſtians were in 
a Manner under a continual Perſecution ; 
ſometimes indeed more, ſometimes leſs 
violent; but ſo that they were never out 
of Danger, either from the Magiſtrates, 
who had it in their Power to put the 
Laws in Execution 2 them when they 
pleaſed, or from the Fury of the Populace, 


whoſe Hatred againſt the Chriſtians went 
to a Degree not to be expreſs'd; as a 
pears ſrom the moſt authentick Acts of . 


Mar- 
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Martyrs, and from what Tacitus writes in 


the Place above quoted of the general 


Hatred of the People to the Chriſtian 
Name: So that we are not to admire tht 
we find in the Martyrologies great Num- 
bers that have ſuffer'd even under Alexan- 


der, who was moſt favourable to Chriſti- #- 


ans; and ſome by the Fury of the Meb 
even under Philip, ho is believed to have 
been himſelf a Chriſtian. Domitian, as in 
other Things he imitated theV ices of Nero, 
ſo in his Crutlty againſt the Chriſtians, 
againſt whom he ratfed the ſecond gene- 
ral Perfecution : He was ſucceeded by Ner- 
va, whoſe Reign was ſhort; after whom 
came Trajan, and then Adrian, both Per- 
ſecutors of the Chriſtians. To Adrian 
ſucceeded Antoninus Pius, under whom we 
find ſeveral Martyrs. To him ſucceeded 
Marcus Aurelius, in whoſe Time the Per- 
ſecution was very violent. Under his Son 
Com modus the Church enjoyed ſome Re- 
poſe; and yet even then we find Apollonius- 
a Senator condemn'd to loſe his Head, by 
Sentence of the Senate for the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, Not long after this, Severus 
coming to the Empire, declared open War 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion 3 in which 
he was imitated by Maximinus the firlt ; 


and far outdone by the bloody Cruelty: of 


Decius, who employ'd all Kind of Tor- 
ments againſt the Chriſtians: The Perſe- 
cution began by Decius, was carried on by 

1 F 3 his- 
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his Succe ſſors Gallus and Voluſiauns; and 
renewed, after a ſhort Intermiſſion, with 
great Violence by Yalerianus. After whom 
Aurelianus began a Perſecution, which was 
but of ſhort Continuance, the Author of 
it being ſoon overtaken by divine Juſtice: 
But the moſt furious Attack that was ever 
made againſt the Church, was that which 
was begun by Diocletian, and his Collegue 
Maximian Herculius; and was carried on 
by Maximian Galerias, and Maximinus 
the ſecond, in which many thouſands of 
all Degrees throughout the whole World 
were put to molt exquifire Torments and 
cruel Deaths for the Chriſtian Profeſſion ;. 
a and all the Provinces of the Roman Em- 
pire reek*d with Chriſtian Blood: as may 
be ſeen in Euſebius, an Eye-witneſs, in the 
eighth Book of his Church Hiſtory ; and 
Laftantius, another Eye - witneſs, in his Book 

of the Death of Perſecutors. 
7. Hence we find, that almoſt all the 
Biſhops of Rome, for the three firſt Ages 
of the Church, are rank'd amongſt the 
Martyrs 3: as ate alſo a great Multitude of 
other Biſhops, and moſt of the celebrated 
Writers of the Church during the ſame 
Space of Time: For Inſtance, Jenatins, 
Polycarpus, Clemens, Dionyſius Areopagua, 
| Juſtin the Philoſopher, Irenæus, Hipfohtus, 
; Apellonius, Cornelius, Cyprian, Lucian, Pam- 
phylus, Victorinus, Methodius, &c. So that 
bearing any Dignity or Office rae 
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Chriſtians, or being any other way eminent 
in that Profeflion, was the ready way to 
Martyrdom. Tho' the Fury of the Perſe- 
cutors did not content ſelf with ſtriking 
off the Heads, but in the Heat of their 
fiery. Zeal they ſpared no Condition, Age, 
or Sex: nor was it thought enough to put 
— to one ſingle Death, or quickly to 

tch them; but their Study was to 

e them linger under moſt exquiſite 
Te orments, and only then to make an End 
of them, when their ingenious Malice had 
tried firſt all Ways of torturing them, and 
all Hands were tired with racking of them: 
whilſt in the mean time the Pity that is 
uſually ſhew'd to the greateſt Criminals, was 

denied to them in whom they could find 
no 3 ; and the hard- hearted Mob, who 
had eagerly call'd for their Blood, follow d 
them with Cries of Joy thro? all the difle- 
rent Stages of their Sufferings. 

8. But what was the Iſſue of all this 
Scene of Cruelty? Why, inſtead of being 
able to extinguiſh the Chriſtian Name and 
Religion, Perſecution, on the contrary, al- 
ways proved the great Means of 
ting the Church; the Blood of Chriſtiana 
was like Seed caſt into the Earth, which 
fructiſied by yielding a hundred fold : And 
Chriſtianity never flouriſn'd more than im- 
mediately after it had borne the greateſt 
Shocks. To which the Conſtancy of the 
n might not a little — to 

F 4 whom 
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whom the Fire, Croſſes, wild Beaſts, Racks, 
and Gridirons, were but a Play when ſuſ⸗ 
tain'd for the Name of Chriſt: which is 
not only true with Regard to ſtout Men, 
fuch as Lawrence, Vincent, Gorgonius, and 
mnumerable others ; but even with Relation 
to weak Women, and young Girls: wit- 
neſs Agalba, Blandina, Eulalia, &c. So 
that ſome by an extraordinary Impulſe of 
the Spirit of God, have even of their own 
Accord jump'd into the Flames prepared 
for them; it was the Caſe of Apollonia, a 
Virgin of Alexandria. ' See Euſebins, I. 6. 
2 42 
8. Now whilſt Chriſtianity triumph'd in 
the midſt of Perſecutions, the Perſecutors, 
cn the contrary, were generally overtaken 
by the Juſtice of God, and met with an 
exemplary Puniſhment even on this Side 
the Grave. Nero was reduced to ſuch 
wretched Straits as to cut his own” Throat, 
to avoid the infamous Death to which he 
was condemn*d by the Senate. | Domutian 
was aſſaſſinated by his own Servants. A. 
drian died miſerably, after many uſcleſs - 
Eſſorts to deſtroy himſelf. Severus was 
ſtruck with violent Pains in all his Limbs, 
and called for Poifon to put an End to his 
Life. Maximinus the firſt was murder'd 
by his own Soldiers. Decius was loſt in a 
Bog, and never more ſcen. Gallus and 
Volufianus were kill'd by their own Army. 
Valerianus was taken by Sapores * of 
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Perſia, and reduced to the Joweſt, Degree 


of Slavery. being made to ſerve; for his 
Footſtool: or rp often as he had a 
Mind to get upon his Horſe, or into his 
Chariot. Aurelianus was maſſicred by his 
own People in Thracia. Diocletian run mad. 
Maximian Herculius hang'd himſelf. Gale- 
rius was conſumed with a ſtrange Diſeaſe, 
which Bad all. the Marks of a viſible Judg- 
ment of God, and obliged him in his laſt: 
Extremity to publiſh an Edict to put a 
Stop to the Perſecution; but even ſo he 
could not eſcape the divine e 
which deliver'd him up whilſt yet alive to 
Rottenneſs and Worms. Maximinus the. 
ſecond. periſhed in the like Manner, his 
Fleſh being al! conſumed, by Rottenneſs, 
and his Eyes falling out of his Head. And 
as theſe perſecuting Emperors could not 
eſcape, the Juſtice of God, ſo it is remark- 
able in Hiſtory,. that choſe that were the 
Inſtruments, or Miniſters of their Cruelty, 
generally ſpeaking, came to the like Ends. 
So did the greateſt Part of thoſe that in the 
following Ages had any Hand in perſecu- 
ting, Chriſt's Church. Amongſt whom I. 
ſhall only. inſtance in at preſent Julian the 
Apoſtate, Who having renew'd the War. 
againſt, Chriſt, dying ſhortly after in Battle | 
by a Wound from an invitible Hand, was 
forced.to acknowledge the Victory of Chriſt - 

in thoſe blaſphemqus Words which he ſpoke, . 
When taking of his oyn Blood into Eis 
re 
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Hand, and caſting it up towards Heaven 
he cnied out, Viciſti Galilee, viciſti; thou 
haſt overcome, O Galilean, thou haſt over- 
come. | 

10. In fine, to paſs over a great deal 
more which might be ſaid with Relation to 


the miraculous Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſ- 


tian Religion, we muſt ſay, that the Con- 
tinuance of it in an uninterrupted Succeſſion 
for ſeventeen hundred Years thro* ſo many 
various Revolutions in the World, and fo 
many forcible Attacks which it has ſuſ- 
rain'd and ſurmounted in every Age, both 
from foreign and domeſtick Enemies, is 
nothing leſs than a ſtanding Miracle. The 
and moſt powerful Monarchies, 
eſtabliſhed by the wiſeſt Lawgivers, and 
ſupported by mighty Armies, have been 
"> Landee” and brought to nothing. The 
Aſſyrians were forced to give Way to the 
Babylonians ; the Babylonians were foon diſ- 
poſſeſſed by the Medes and Perfians : theſe, 
after a little more than two hundred Years, 
were outed by Alexander the Great, the 

Founder of the Grecian Monarchy : His 
Succeſſors who divided his Conqueſts a- 
mongſt them, were, within a few Ages, all 
fwallowed up by the Roman Empire: and 
the Romans having lorded it over the 
World for fome hundred Years, faw their 
Monarchy drop into Pieces, and moulder 
away in the Hands of the Goths, Wandalt, 
Herules, Cc. who were all, by m—_— 
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forced to yield to other Lords; and fo the 
World has been always in a continual Re- 
volution. Not ſo the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
which, tho' ſtill perſiſting in maintaining 
a Doctrine ſeemingly incredible, and na- 
' turally inſupportable ; {till adoring a cru- 
cified God, and preaching up his Maxims 
of Self-denial, Humility, and ſuch like 
Goſpel Virtues, ſo diſagreeable ro Men, 
has already ſtood much longer than any 
other Monarchy ; tho* never any of them 
all was impugned by half ſo many, or ſo 
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moſt glorwuſly triumph'd, when it has been , 
oppreſſed the moſt ; and when, according, 
to human Appearance, nothing elfe could 
be expected but its inevitable Deſtruction: 
which ſhews the Foreſight, and at the ſame 
Time the Power of him that promiſed, 
Mat. 16. v. 18. Upon this rock I will build 
my Church, and the gates of bell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. ; 
Sent. But will not ſome be apt to ſay, 
that the Propagation and Conftancy of the 
Chriſtian Religion, is not more admirable 
than that of the Religion of Mahbomet 
which, in a very ſhort Time after the Im- 
poo Death, was ſpread thro” a great 
art of the Wörid; and has now flouriſhed 
for above a thouſand Years ? 
Tit, The Caſe is far from being alike. 
1. Becauſe" the Mabometan Religion might 
_ eafily go down, foraſmuch as it flatters oo 
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Paſſions of Men, and tends to gratify 
their Self-love; to which Chriſtianity gives 
no Quarter. 2. The Mabometan Religion 
was propagated not by Preaching, but by 
Force of Arms; by perſecuting others, and 
not by ſuffering Perſecution. 
 _ Beſides, to thew that no Parallel can 
be made between Mabometani/m and 
Chriſtianity, we don't find that Mabomet's 
coming was forctold by any of the Pro- 
Phets either of the Old or New Teſtament, 
except he be the man of fin, mentioned, 
2 Theſſ. 2. v. 3. or the falſe prophet, ſpoken 
of in the Revelation: Whereas the coming 
of Chriſt, as we have already ſeen, with 
all the chief Circumſtances of his Liſe and 
Death, and the Chriſtian Church which he 
was to cflabliſh, were all foretold many 
Ages before 'his coming, by thoſe whom 
the Mabemetans themſelves own to have 
been Prophets of the True God. 2dly, Ma- 
bamet, when he came, was not. able to 
work ſo much as any one ſingle Miracle, 
in Teſtimony of his being extraordinarily 
ſent by God; for what he pretends to have 
wrought, with Regard to the Moon, Azo- < 
arab 64. is both in itſelf ridiculous, and 
was ſeen by none but himſelf. Chriſt and 
his Followers, as we have prov'd, wrought 
innumerable Miracles in the Sight of the 
whole World. 34ly, Mabomet had nothing 
extraordinary in his Birth, Life, or Death, f 
to recommend him or his Doctrine to the 
F World, 
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World. Chriſt, by the Confeſſion of Ma- 
homet himſolf in bis Alcoran, was born with 
out having any Man for his Father, Azo- 
arah 31. was be Word, the Mind, and the 
Wiſdom: o God, Azoarah 4, 5 11 and 29; 
was the Meſſiah promiſed in the Law and 
the Prophets; Abarab 29. worked all Kind 
of Miracles, and even raiſed the Dead to 
Life, Azqerah, 5 and 13. and was taken 
up to Heaven in Body and Soul, Azharab 
11. He adds, that, they who firſt propa- 
gated, Chriſtianity. were holy Men, Axo- 
arab g and 71. We cannot ſay ſo much 
for. the Saracens, by whoſe Armies the Al- 
coran was publiſhed to the World. But 
the Life and Doctrine of Chriſt and his 
Followers ſhall be . if you pleaſe, fur- 
ther conſider'd, ;/as being indeed a moſt 
pregnant Proof the Truth of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion. 

Gent. If you p pleaſe to fixour me wh 


your Thoughts 1 that Subject, 1 hall 


hear rar r al dae Aiken. 


SR r. een, 

The Life 5 Defrine of IxsUS C HRTST,, 

and the Manners: of his Followers, a 

Strong Argument of the Truth of Cbriſ- 
tamty. | 


ut. There needs no more than an im- 
partial View of the Life and Doctrine of 


55 Chriſt, to convince any unbia ſſed 
J ſt, 1 Mind 
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Mind, that he certainly was no Impoſter; 
and conſequently, that he was indeed the 
Meſſiah, and the Son of God, as he de- 
clared himſelf to be. For, ſince it appears 
from ſo many Places of the Goſpel, that 
_ this was the prime and fundamental Article 
of his Doctrine, there is no avoiding this 
Alternative, that Jeſus either was indeed 
the P* of God, and conſequently his Re- 
ligion divine; or elſe that he muſt have 
been a wicked Impoſtor. 

No that he was not a wicked Impoſtor 
( ſetting aſide, the Arguments already al- 
leged from the Predictions of the Prophets; 


from his Miracles, and thoſe of his Diſ- 


. ciples, from the Prodigies that accompa- 
nied his Death, from his Reſurrection, and 
his ſending down the Holy Ghoſt, with the 
Gift of Longues upon his Followers; and 
from the wonderful Succeſs of their Preach- 
ing, Sc.) may be demonſtrated from the 
following Conſiderations. | 
t. His whole Life and Converfation was 
irreprehenſible, and his Virtue unimpeach- 
able. Inſomuch that his mortal Enemies 
the Scribes and Phariſees, who were always 
prying into his Actions (whom, nevertheleſs, 
defied to convince him of any Sin, Jabn 
8. v. 46.) had nothing to object to him 
but groſs palpable Calumnies; as when 
they pretended that he had fo. bi | Tribute 
to be paid to Cæſar, which th: People 
knew to be falſe; and that he caſt out De- 
vils 
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vils by the Power of Belzebub, which be 
confuted by an obvious Argument, that 
ft no Room for a Reply. *Tis true, 
they alſo pretended that he broke the Sab- 
bath, by working Miracles in healing the 
Sick on that Day ; and they reprehended 
his converſing and eating with Publicans 
and Sinners. But the former of theſe Ob- 
jetions, whilſt it acknowledges his Mi- 
racles, confirms his Miſſion from God, 
and juſtifies his Proceedings : The latter 
only ſerves to commend his Charity, in ſeek- 
ing to reclaim the loſt Sheep. Hence we 
find that Pilate, tho? otherwiſe a Man of 
no Conſcience, boggled very much, when 


he was urged by the Jeus to condemn Je- 


ſus to Death; as plainly ſeeing, and pub- 
lickly declaring, that — material 


could be objected againſt him. Hence Ju- 
das who betrayed him, who being one of 


the twelve Apoſtles, was beſt like to know -—- 
the Life and Converſation of his Maſter, 


quickly acknowledg'd his Crime in having 


betrayed innocent blood, and thro' Deſpair 


hang'd himſelf. Mat. 27. v. 4, 5. Hence 
the greateſt Adverſaries of the Chriſtian 
Name could not help ſpeaking honourab] 
of Chriſt; as we have juſt now ſeen wit 
Relation to Mabomet; and which may be 


ſeen with Relation to the ancient Heathens, 


in Porpbyrius that bitter Enemy of Chriſ- 
tanity, L. de Reſponſis, where he quotes 
the . 


— 
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Auſwers of their very Oracles in Com- 
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mendation of the Virtues of Chriſt. Can 
the. Adverſaries of the, Chriſtian Religion 
produce any one Example of an Impoſtor, 
conſe ſſed to have been ſuch, whole Life 
has been thus unimpeachable? 

2. It appears from the Evangeliſts, 
whoſe Account in this Particular was never 
yet contradicted, much leſs diſproved by 
any one, that the Late of Chriſt was not 
only blameleſs, but indeed an excellent 
Pattern of the moſt heroick Virtues : In- 
ſomuch that the moſt elaboratePanegyricks, 
made by the greateſt Qrators, in compoling 
ol which they have employed many, Years, 
and ſpared no. Pains in lay ing on the beſt 
Colours which Nature or Art could fur- 
niſh them with, in order to paint out 
their Heroes as compleat Originals in all a. 
Virrucs, fall infinitely ſhort ot the Idea of Ml c 
the Virtues of Chrill. which the Reader I 
_. Aſcovers in the unaffected ſimple Narration 

of his Life and Actions, as they ſtand. b 
recorded in thoſe four Writers. That Con- Il 
0 of the Glory of the World to which v 
the Heroes of Antiquity: were ſo, much en- If :! 
avedz and that Ardor for the Glory of, MW þ 
God, to hich the very. beſt of the ancient In 
Philoſophers. were utterly Strangers; that. 5 
incomparable Meekneſs, Patience, and Si- d 
lence in his Suſſerings; that Humility tc 
Which he ſo ſrequently and ſo carneſtly,. Wl r: 
recommended both by Word and Example, ſe 
a Virtue of which ceither Sccrates, nor- I 
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Plato, nor Ariſtotle ſo much as knew the 
n Name, much leſs the Practice, tho' it be 
s Wl nearly allicd to Truth, which they pre- 
e tended to purſue; and the eldeſt Daughter 
of true Wiſdom, of which they called them- 
{clves the Lovers: Add to theſe Virtues 
of Chriſt, his conſtant Beneficence to the 
diſtreſſed and miſerable ; . his Greatneſs of 
Mind in deſpifing what the World courts, 
viz. Riches, Honours, Favour of the Great, 
Sc. and embracing what the World de- 
ſpiſes; his Zeal for Juſtice and Truth 
without Reſpect of Perſons, by which he 
made the great ones his Enemies; whilft 
he made choice of poor Fiſhermen. for, his 
Companions and Confidents; a Method 
never put in Practice by any Impoſtor, 
and which never could have met with Suc- 
ceſs, if it had been grounded only upon 
Impoſture. | 
3. That our Saviour had never been 
brought up to any human Learning is ac- 
knowledged by the Jews, Jobn 7. v. 15; 
when they wonder'd , ſ.ying, How knoweth 
this man letters, having never learned ? Yet 
his Doctrine not only far excels all the 
moſt applauded Pieces produced by the 
Sages of Antiquity ; but were you to put 
them all together, you would not be able 
do gather out of them any thing compa- 
- WJ rable ro that one Sermon upon the Mount, 
: ſet down, Mat. 5, 6 and 7. In all his 
| Diſcourſes. 'tis eaſy to diſcover a certain 
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Majeſty and Authority under the Veil of a 
plain unafſected Simplicity of Style, join'd 
with a moſt powerful Energy, which is 
better felt by the Heart of the Reader, 
than expreſs'd by any human Eloquence. 
His Morals are ſuch as could never be 
ſuggeſted by Fleſh and Blood, or invented 
by Impoſture: ſo exactly adapted to the 
healing all our Evils, by being levell'd at 
the rooting out Self- Love the Source of 
them all: A Diſcovery, which none of the 
Ancients with all their Wiſdom could make; 
to whom the firſt Leſſons of Chriſtian Mo- 
rality, of Self- Hatred, Self- Denial, Con- 
tempt of ourſelves, ' Love of our Enemies, 
and the like, were a Language abſolutely 
unknown; and who in all the Leſſons that 
they gave againſt Vice, did but teach Men 
to ſacrifice the leſſer Paſſions to the greater, 
Viz, to a more refined Self-Love, Pride, 
and Vain-Glory : So that the ultimate End 
which they could propoſe went no farther 
than their dear Selves, their own Glory, 
or, at the moſt, the Good of Virtue in 
_ irſelf, without any further Reſpe& to God, 
or his eternal Rewards or Puniſhments. Our 
ya Maſter has taught us a far more noble 
nd, viz. to ſeek in all Things the Glory 
„of our Maker, and not our own; the 
pleaſing him, and not ourſelves; the lov- 
ing of him with our whole Heart above all 
Things, our Friends in him, and our Ene- 
mies for him ; the referring ourſelves 15. 
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all that we do to him, as to our firſt Be- 
einn and laſt End; the expecting our 
true Happineſs from him, not to be met 
with in this tranſitory Life, but only in the 
eternal Enjoy ment of him. Such was the 
Doctrine of Chriſt; ſuch was the Doctrine 
of his Apoſtles and Followers; ſuch is to 
this Day the Chriſtian Morality. . 

4. Upon theſe Foundations was Chriſ- 
tianity built: And the Lives of thoſe that 
firſt embraced it demonſtrate its divine O- 
rigin. That perfect Diſintereſtedneſs, which 
made them ſell all they had to relieve the 
Neceſſities of the Indigent, Acts 2. v. 44, 
45. That brotherly Love and Concord, by 
Means of which they were all of one beart 
and of one ſoul, Acts 4. 32. That un- 
precedented Conſtancy, by which - when 
they were perſecuted and ſcourged- they 
rejoiced that they were counted worthy 
to ſuffer Shame for the Name of Chrilt. 
As g. v. 41. That Generoſity of Soul, by 
which they took joy fully the Loſs of their 
Goods for the Cauſe of their Religion, 
Heb. 10. v. 34. are Virtues, which, as they 
ever yet were known to be harbour'd in 
the ſame Breaſt with Impoſture, ſo were 
they never yet known to have been the 
Fruits of the preaching of Impoſtors. Tie 
true, in Procets of Time, the greateſt Part 
of Chriſtians degenerated from this primi- 
tive Fervour; yet not ſo far, but that in 


every Age ſince Chriſt's Appearance . — 
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Earth, Chriſtendom has always been able 
to produce ſuch Examples in all Kinds of 
the moſt heroick Virtues, as ſuffice to con- 
vince the World, that the Inheritance of 
the Spirit of God has always continued in 
the * Chriſtian Church, and that the firſt 
Founder and Teacher of a Doctrine ſo effi- 
cacious in its Influence upon the Lives of 
its Followers was no Impoſtor. Witneſs 
thoſe thouſands of Martyrs, who with ſo 
much Alacrity and Conſtancy have ſuffer'd 
the worſt of Torments for the Sake of Vir- 
tue and Truth : witneſs that Multitude of 
generous Champions that have renounced 
the Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures of the 
World, and retired into the Deſart, there 
to exerciſe themſelves in all Virtues; ſpend- 
mg the Day in Labour, and the Night in 
Prayer : witneſs ſo many Chriſtian Kings, 
Queens, and Princes, that have exchanged 
the Crown and Scepter for a penitential 
Life in Solitude and Obſcurity: witneſs in 
every Century innumerable Chriſtians of all 
Degrees, who in the Practice of their Lives 
have conſtantly preached up the Goſpel 
Leſſons of divine Love, Humility, Pati- 
ence, Mortification, Cc. and by a daily 
interior Sacrifice of their Hearts and Souls, 
ha ve ſerved the Sovereign Spirit in Spirit 
and Truth. 

- 15, To theſe admirable Fruits of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine we may add, that Chriſ- 
tianity has aboliſhed that Idolatry and Su- 
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perſtition which reign'd all over the World; 
baniſh'd thoſe Monſters of Deities, which 
were worſhipped in every Nation, to the 
great Encouragement of Vice; thoſe bloody 
Sacrifices of human Victims, which were oſ- 
f:red to them; all that Scene of unnatural 
Luſt which had been countenanced by the 
Philoſophers, and ſome of the moſt cele- 
brated Emperors; the inhuman Diverſions 
of the Gladiators; the Impoſtures of ju- 
dicial Aſtrology; the Extortions of Uſu- 
rers, Sc. And in the Place of all theſe 
Vices has eſtabliſhed a Law, in all Things 
perfectly conformable to right Reaſon, 
Juſtice, and Truth; has tamed and civi- 
lized the moſt barbarous Nations, and fur- 
niſhed every filly Woman, or Child, with 
more perſect Notions by far of the Divi- 
nity, than the wiſeſt Philoſophers of old 


could ever attain to. Could this grand Re- 


formation of the World be wholly owing 
to a wicked Impoſtor? 

6. In fine, that neither Chriſt nor his 
Apoſtles were Impoſtors, muſt appear evi- 
dent to any one that will but compare 
their Conduct and Behaviour with that of 
Impoſtors. The Nature of Man is ſuch, 
that in all we do, we always aim at ſome 
either real or imaginary Good. The Diffe- 
rence between the Followers of Virtue and 
Vice is only in this, that the one: in his 
Purſuits keeps his Eye upon Juſtice and 


Truth; the other upon the falſe Appear- 
ances 


0 
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| ances of vain Honours, worldly Intereſt, 
| and ſenſual Pleaſures : The one tends: to 
God, the other looks no farther than him. e 
ſelf. Now an Impoſtor, as his Heart h 'F 
entirely void of Virtue, Juſtice, and Truth, tb 
and conſequently void of God, cert iny te 
has his Love fix*d upon ſomething elſe; \ 
and this Something muſt be in one of theſe i © 
three Kinds, Honour, Intereſt, or Pleaſure, cl 
The moſt noted Impoſtures | that were * 
ſtirring amongſt the Heathen Prieſts vi- © 
fibly tended to the Intereſt of the Impoſ. } 
tors, and the procuring them an honourab!: ; 

| 

[ 

] 

| 

| 

| 


Livelyhood, by enhancing the Credit of 
their Gods. The Impoſtures of Simon the 
Sorcerer, and other ancient Hereticks, no 
leſs tended to Ambition and Vain-Glory, 
and generally terminated in all Kind of 
Licentiouſneſs. Such alſo was Mabomet's 
- Caſe, in whom 'tis hard to ſay, whether his 
Ambition or Voluptuouſneſs was more pre- 
dominant. And by this ſame Teſt *tis 
eaſy to diſcover any Impoſtor. Now 'tis 
as clear as the Sun at Noon-day, from the 
whole Lives and Conduct of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, that none of theſe three great 
Branches of Self-Love had any Share in the 
firſt Eſtabliſnment of Chriſtianity, and con- 
ſequently, that there was no Impoſture in 
the Caſe. That Chriſt had no ambitious 
Deſigns, appears evident ſrom the whole 
Courſe of his Preaching, in which, upon 
all Occaſions, he frecly declares himſelt 

| 8 againſt 
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inſt the Vices and the Hypocriſy of the 
ng Men of the Nation, nor deſiſts 
even then when he knew they had con- 
ſpired his Death; which indeed was all 
the Preferment he could expect from of- 
fending Men in Power, He pronounces a 
Woe to the Rich, and moſtly affects the 
Company of the Poor, and amongſt them 
chuſes a few Fiſhermen for his Apoſtles, 
a likely Stratagem to compaſs his ambiti- 
ous Ends, if he had had any. When the 
People would have made him King, he 
flies away and hides himſelf ; but when they 
came to apprehend him, in order to put 
him to to Death, he goes forth to 
meet them, and delivers himſelf into their 
Hands. And how little Regard he had to 
Vain Glory appears not only from the fre- 
quent Injunctions which he gave to thoſe 
on whom he had wrought his Miracles, 
not to publiſh them to the World, but alſo 
from that more than human Silence which 
he kept, when loaded with Calumnies, 
and treated with the utmoſt Ignominy. As 
for Voluptuouſneſs, it was never once ob- 
jected to him, not cven by the worſt of 
his Enemies. And ſurely, no one ever 
ſhew'd a greater Contempt of Riches, and 
Love of Poverty than he did. Theſe were 
the conſtant Themes of his Preaching ; 
theſe theVirtues he expreſsly required of all 
that would be his Diſciples: and in Effect, 
he choſe none for his conſtant a 
6 an 
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and Followers, during the Space of his 
mortal Life, but fuch as had ſeft all they 
had in the World to follow him. And az 
this was the Leſſon that he conſtantly 
preach'd, fo *rwas what he conſtantly prac. 
tis'd, making no more Uſe of the World 
than for the bare Neceflities of Life, and 
often wanting theſe, nor having, as he ſays 
of himſelf, a Place where to lay his Head. 
So that there can be no Room to ſuſpect 
that any of theſe Springs, which regulate 
all the Motions of Impoſtors, had any Place 
in Chriſt. Elis Apoſtles walk'd in the fame 
- Footſteps: *ris viſible from their Writings, 
and from their Lives, that the Glory of 
God,” and not their own, was the ſole Ob- 


ject of their Ambition: that, as they met I © 
with nothing from the World but Contra- 4 


dictions and Perſecutions, nothing but La- 
bours, Poverty, and Death in all its Shapes; be 
ſo they could expect nothing elſe ſrom the 5 
Work which they had undertaken. Such I ® 
was the Treatment their Maſter had met Il * 
with; ſuch he had often declared they C 
ſhould meet with; and ſuch was the Treat- Ml ? 
ment they promiſed to all their Followers, I 
that would live up to the Goſpel which th 
they preach'd to them. What is there in Ml 
all this that reſembles the Conduct or Lan- 
guage of Impoſtors ? ao. + 
Sent. The Arguments which you have th 
alledged in Proof of the Chriſtian Revela- Wl 
tion, ſeem to me very convincing z and I Ill © 
am 
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am perſwaded the true Reaſon we have fo 
many Deiſts and Freethinkers is, that theſe 
Gentlemen are either wholly Strangers to 
the Grounds of Chriſtianity, or at leaſt, 
will not give themſelves the Leiſure to re- 
ect upon them. Have you any thing more 
io add upon this Subject? 

Tut. I could add a great many more 
Teſtimonies in Favour of the Chriſtian Re- 
velation, were I not afraid to overburthen 
your Memory. Such as the unexceptionable 
Teſlimony given more than once to Jeſus 
by Jobn the Baptiſt, a Man whoſe Auſte- 
rity, and Sanctity of Life, and Courage, 
with which, without any Reſpect of Per- 
ſons, he freely reprehended Vice where 
ever he found it, put out of the Reach of 
the Suſpicion of Flattery. The Teſtimony 
of God himſelf by a Voice from Heaven, 
heard on ſeveral Occafions, Mat. 3. v. 17. 
Mat. 17. v. 5. Jobn 12. v. 28. The Teſ- 
timony of Paul, miraculouſly changed in 
an Inſtant from a bloody Perſecutor of 
Chriſt and his Church, into a zealous and 
indefatigable Preacher of Chriſtianity, AFs 9. 
The remarkable Calamities that fell upon 
the whole Jewiſb Nation, ſuch as we have 
no other Example of in any Hiſtory, which 
cannot reaſonably be imputed to any other 
Cauſe but the Murther of their Meſſiah 3 
their preſent A ther in which they 
ive hated by all Nations for theſe ſeven- 
teen hundred _—_ z the Prodigies oy 
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which viſibly hinder'd the rebuilding 
of their Temple, in the Time of the Em- 
LEE Julian, atteſted not only by the 
Chriſtians, but by Ammianus Marcellinus, 
_ a Heathen Writer, L. 28. The glorious 
Apparition of the Croſs: given to Conſtan- 
tine as a Token of Victory, with this In- 
ſcription, 7576 v4, By this conquer z.. of 
which Prodigy his whole Army was 
"Witneſs... See the Hiſtorian Euſebius, in 
the firſt Book of the Life of Conſtantine, 
where he declares that he had the Account 
of this Wonder from that Emperor's own 
Mouth, Not to ſpeak of innumerable other 
Proofs of Chriſtianity, which I muſt be 
forced to. paſs over in Silence, not having 
Time ſo much as to reckon them -all up, 
much leſs to enlarge upon them. 

Gent. What you have ſaid upon the Sub- 
ject ſeems abundantly. ſufficient to de- 
monſtrate that a Religion muſt be from 
God, to which God himſelf has ſo many 
Ways given Teſtimony, by the Predicti- 
ons of his Prophets, (Men allow'd by the 

reateſt r of Chriſtianity to have 
been divinely inſpir'd) by innumerable great 
and evident Miracles; by the wonderful 
Propagation of the Goſpel, which nothing 
but the Hand, of God could effect, in ſpite 
of the Oppoſition of the whole Power of 
| Earth and Hell, united to the ſtrongeſt 
. Irclinations. of Fleſh and Blood : In he, 
by che Innocence and Sanctity of che * 
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of Chriſt and his Followers ; the Purity, 


Sublimity, and Energy of their 

the Conſtancy of the Martyrs, Sc. It only 
remains that I ſhould of you o larly 
me in this one Point, viz. how from theſe 


general Motives, or Arguments in Favour 
of the Chriſtian Religion, you proceed to 
prove the Particulars of the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine and Morals ? | 

Tut. Becauſe the fame Motives or Ar 
ments, which prove the Chriſtian Religion 
to be from God, in as much as he has ſo 
| many 6550 given Teſtimony in Favour. of 
Chriſt and of his Church, prove at the 
ſame time that the Doctrin of Chriſt and 
his Church (which is the very Eſſence 
of the Chriſtian Religion) is from God, 
and has been by him many Ways ap- 
proved and confirm'd: and conſequently 
muſt be true in all its Particulars; ſince 
God, who is the Sovereign Truth, which 
can neither deceive, nor be deceiv'd, 
can by. no Means bear Witneſs to a Lye. 
In a Word, in the whole Circle of Sciences 
there is not a more evident Demonſtration 
to be found, than that which is contained 
in this ſhort Enthymema God has ſaid it, 
therefore it is true. ] conſequently the whole 
Chriſtian Doctrine, to which God has many 
times ſet his broad Seal, by Propheſies, 
Miracles, Se. muſt be true. 7 50 
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DIALOGUE III. 
Of the Divinity of CHRIS r. 


GENTLEMAN. 


UR laſt Conference left me en. 
To Te tircly ſatisfied with the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion in gene. 
ral; and convinced, that „ 9 
trine and Worſhip, which comes to us 
ſtamp'd with the broad Seal of him that 
is eſſentially the Truth, muſt needs be true. 
But ſtill I muſt own, I am not a little 
ſhock'd to find amongſt thoſe that make 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, ſo little Agree. 
ment in Doctrine and Worſhip ; and more 
particularly to hear thoſe that call them. 
ſelves Chriſtians, diſputing one with anc- 
ther about the Divinity of Chriſt. "Fer, 
as I am now perſwaded of the Divine Re. 
velation of the Chriſtian Religion; ſo [ 
am fully convinced, that this great Artic! 
of the Divinity of Chriſt mull be certainly 
determinable by this Revclation: For ſure- 
ly, our Saviour and his Apoſtles / either 
taught that he was God, or that hes was 
not God; to imagine that ſuch a Point as 
this was left undetermin'd, is the highel! 

Pitch of Abſurdity, 
| Tut. 
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Tut. Sir, your way of thinking in this 
Particular is very juſt : The more, becauſe , 
the very firſt thing which they that em- 
braced the Chriſtian Religion were to be 
inſtructed in, was to know what they 
were to believe concerning the Perſon of 
Chriſt. An Inſtruction the more neceſſary, 
as being to direct them in their daily 
en. Worſhip. For if Chriſt be not God, bur 
off a Creature, it is no leſs than Idolatry, 
ne. © that is to ſay, the higheſt Treaſon againſt 
oc. the divine Majeſty, to pay him divine 
uM Honours : But if he be God, then is it na 
hat leſs a Treaſon to degrade him, by ranking. 
ue. him amongſt Created Beings. It was then 
ile moſt certainly the Duty of the Firſt 
ke Preachers of Chriſtianity to inſtruEt their 
ce · Profelytes in this Grand Article of their 
ore Religion ; and no Queſtion but they did: 
m- No Queftion but this univerſal Tradition, 
bo- by which the Arien Conch One the 
or, very Beginning has conſtantly believ'd the 
de. Divinity of Guilt, came from theſe firſt 
Teachers of Chriſtianity, who had receiv'd 
de it by Revelation from im that ſent them. 
ily Bur as the ſtrongeſt Morives of Credibility, 
re- even the moſt evident Miracles, have nor 
wr yet converted the N ee Jeus and 
11; D:iſts to the Chriſtian Belief: ſo no wonder 
that there are many amongſt thoſe that call 
eff W themfclves Chriſtians, who thro' the like 
Blindneſs, obſtinately refuſe to yield their 
1. Aſſent to certain Truths of Chriſtianity,. 
G 3 which. 


Ei. 
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which nevertheleſs carry with them a ſuffi- 
cient Evidence of their having been di- 
vinely reveal'd: And of this number is 
this great Article of the Divinity of Chriſt, 

Gent, If you are at leiſure, I ſhould be 
glad to be inſtructed in the Grounds of 
this Fundamental Article of Chriſtianity, 
that I may be able to maintain my Faith, 
againſt thoſe Men who, under the Cover 
of the Chriſtian Name, ſeem to me to be 
undermining the very Foundations of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

Tut. *Tis a ſenſible Satisfaction to me, 
to find that you have Truth and Religion 
ſo much at Heart; and therefore I ſhall 
with Pleaſure comply with your Defire. 
But as we have now to do with Adver- 
faries who, pretend to- believe the Divine 
Revelation, contain'd in the Scriptures 
both of the Old and New Teſtament, I 
ſhall in this Diſcourſe chiefly inſiſt upon 
Arguments taken from theſe divine Books ; 
and from them, as interpreted to us by 
the ancient and 8 Tradition of 
the Church of - Chriſt, fairly demon- 
ſtrate to all ſincere Lovers of the Truth, 
that Chriſt our Lord is verily and indeed 
the true and living God, and conſequent] 
the ſame God with his Father, . ſince bot 
Scripture and Reaſon . evidently declare 
that there can be no more than one God. 

The firſt Set of Texts, which 1 ſhall 
employ for this End, are thoſe in 8 

| ri 
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- W Chriſt is abſolately called God, without 
I any Reſtriftion, or Limitation, or any 


4 ſuch concomitant Particles, as might de- 
. termin the Name of God to an improper 
X or metaphorical Senſe. Where alſo tis to 


pf be noted, that in the greateſt Part of the 
„Texts, which I ſhall quote, in the Greet he 
„is called Cod with the Article 4, in which 
* the modern Arians pretend to diſcover fo 
pc much Energy, that they will have 5 O to 
* be applicable to the Father alone. But 
let us hearken to the Word of God. St. 
1 John 1. v. 1. Tn the Beginning was the 
n word, and the cord was with God, and the 
1 word was Gov, St. Jobm 20. v. 28, 29; 
© Thomas anfweFed and ſaid unto bim [to 
T Chriſt] my Lord and my Gop, © Kea jw x; 
a 5 Ott, pw. Feſus ſaith unto bim [approving 
2 his Faich and Confeſſion] Thomas, - becauſe 
IN thor baf ſeen me, thou haſt believed: Bleſſed 
' are they that © have not ſeen, and yet have 
J 
f 


believed.” Acts 20. v. 25. Take beed to your 
ſel es, and 10 all the Flock, over which the 
Holy Gboſt hath made you Biſhops, Ei 
fed be Church of Gop, S, which 
be” bath * purchaſe with his own Blood. 
Rom. g. v. 3. Of 'whom [the Vraelites] 
5 ar th the Fir, Chriſt came, who is oV ER 
| Abl, Gop bleſſed for ever, EE 8y 5 XelsS,, 
ard gdrra, 5 or em wdiloy Ode Whoymds 
| #5 7% waves Titus 2. v. 13. Looking for 
| that hleſſed Hope, and the glorious Appearance 
| of the GRzaT Gop and our Saviour Feſtus 
Top G. 4 Chriſt, 
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Cbriſt. In the Greek, under one Article, 
d N e x, Lerbye. 1 ind Xex?, 1 
St. Jobn. 3. v. 16. Hereby perceive we' the 
Love of God, becauſe be laid down bis Liſe 
fer us: 1. St. Fobn 5. v.20. We know that 
the Sen of Gop is come, and hath given us 
an underſtanding, that we may know bim 
that is True: and we are in hin that i; 
true, even in bis Son Jeſus Chriſt : This is 


_ THE TRUE Gop and eternal Life. E WM 46 


a "Inge xeice dre Nu & danting Obs, x) 1 
Co aiant&. Add to theſe Texts, St. Matth. 
1. v.23. Behold, aVirgin ſball be with Child, 
and Pall bring forth a Son, and they ſhall 
call bis name Emmanuel, which being inter- 
preted is Gop with us. A 1 3 Gg. There- 
fore the Son of the Virgin is God with 
#5. St. Luke 1. v. 16, 17. Many df the 
Children of Iſrael Mall be 7b the Baptiſt] 
turn to the Lord their God (om Kvewy 7,047 
ew) And be fhall go. before Him in the 
Spirit and Power. of Flas Therefore He 


before whom Jobn the Baptiſt was to go 


in the Spirit of Elias, was the Lord God 


of Jrael. But all the Evangeliſts aſſure 


us agreeably to the Prophets 7/aiab, chap. 
40. v. 3. and Aal v. 1. 25 5 
was the Perſon before whom Job the 
Baptiſt was ſent to prepare the way: 
therefore Chriſt is indeed the Lord God 


of Iſrael. Heb. 1. v. 8. Unto the Son be 
. ſaith, Thy Throne O Gop, i , is for ever 


and ever, a Sceptre of Righteouſneſs is the 
Sceptre 
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Sceptre of thy Kingdom : therefore the Son 
of God 0 God Laab 9. v. 6. Unto us a'' 
Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and 
the Government ſhall be upon bis Shoulder : 
and his name ſhall be called, Wonderful. 
Counſellor, The MicuTy Gon, Ge. 
Laiab 35. v. 4, 5. Behold your GOD will. 
come, He will come and ſave you. Then. 
ſhall the Eyes - of the Blind be opened, &c. 
Now. as the Antient St Ireneus (who had 
been a Hearer of the Diſciples of the- 
Apoſtles) very well obſerves, Lib. 3.. 
Chap, 6. Neither the Lord, nor the Holy. 
Spirit, nor the Apoſtles would [lo often in. 
Holy Writ] have calPd [Chriſt] God ab 
ſolutely, definitive & abſolute, if be bad 
not indeed been the true God; Niſi eſſet 
Deus verus. e 

The ſecond Set of Texts of Scripture 
which prove the Divinity of Chriſt, are 
thoſe in Which he is declared to be the. 
true, natural, and only begotten Son of 
God: For Ioſtarige, St. Matth. 16. v. 16. 
That. Confeſſion of St. Peter, Thou art. 
Chriſt the Son of . the living God, which, our 
Lord ſo highly Ne V. 5 Bleſſed 
art thou Simon Barjona +... For Feb and 


Blood bath not revealed it unto. thee, but 
my Fatber thal is in Heaven, &c. St, Jobn 
1.v, 13. No Mon bath ſeen God at any 
| Time; THE ONLY BEGOT,TEN SON. 
WHICH ts IN THE BoSOM OF THE 
FATHER, be hath declared bim. St. 

G 5 Jan 
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Jobs 3. F. 16. Cod ſo loved the World, that 


be gave bis ONLY BEGOT TE N; SON, 
Kc. v. 18. He that believeth not is condemn'd 


| already, becauſe be bath not believed in the 


only begotten Son of God. Rom. 8. v. 32. 
He | ſpared not bis wn Sox, but delivered 
him up for us all, how ſhall he not <with bim 
_ alſo freely give us all things? 1 St. Jobn 
4. v. 9. In this was manifeſted the Love of 
God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his 
only begotten Son into the World, that we 
might live thro” bim. Heb. 1. v. 1, 2, &c. 
God who a ſundry times, and in divers 
manners, ſpake in times paſt io the Fathers 
the Prophets, bath in theſe laſt days ſpo- 
n unto us by bis Son, whom be hath ap- 
pointed Heir of all things, by whom alſo 
be made the worlds ¶ rde ai@re5] : who bein 
the Brighbineſs z bis Glory, and the A 
mage of his Perſon, [d4Twyaoua I IE % 
XA ,) ans, by a Communi- 
cation of the ſame Nature as his true and 
natural Son] and upholding all things by 
the word of bis Power, when be had hy him- 
ſelf purged our fins, ſat down on the right 
band 4 the majeſty on bigh , being made ſo 
much better than the Angels, as he. hath by 
Inheritance obtain'd a more excellent name 
than they : For unto which of the Angels 
| ſaid he at any time, Thou art my Son, this 
Day bave I begotten thee * From all which 
Texts it follows that Chriſt is the Son of 
God, not by Adoption, but by A: 
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and conſequently as the true natural Son 
of Man muſt needs be true Man; ſo 
Chriſt being the true natural Son of God 
muſt be true God. This the Jews very 
well underſtood; and therefore they per- 
ſecuted our Saviour unto Death, becauſe He 


ſail that God was his Father, making himſelf 


equal with God, St. Fobn 5. v. 18. And St. 
Jahn 19. v. 7. Ve haves Law, ſaid they 
to Pilate, and by our Law he ought to die, 


becauſe he made himſelf the Son of God. 


The third Set of Scripture Texts, 
which demonſtrate our Saviour's Divinity, 
are ſuch as declare his Unity of Nature 
and Equality with God the Father. For 
Inſtance, Jobn g. v. 19. The Son can do 
nothing of himſelf, but what. be ſees the Fa- 
ther do. For what things ſocver he doth, 
theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe, v. 23. That 
all men ſhould honour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. St. John 10. v. 30. 
J and ny Father are age. St. John 14. 
v. 1. Te believe in God, believe alſo in me. 
v. 9, &c. Have I been ſo long lime with- 
vou, and yet haſt thou not known me Philip? 
He that hath ſcen me, bath ſeen the Father. 


And bow ſayeſt thou then, ſhew us the Fa- 


tber, Belirveſt thou not that I am in the 
Father, and the Father in me ? St. John 16.. 
v. 14, 15. He [the H. Ghoſt] fall glo- 
rify me, for be ſhall receive of mine, and 

all eto it untg you. All things that the 
Father bath are ine; therefore ſaid I that be 


Hall a 
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Hall take of mine, and ſball ſhew it unto you. 
St. John 17, v. 10 Al things: that are 
mine are thine, and ibine are mine. Te ind 
dra. Would not this. be a viſible 
Blaſphemy from a Creature to his Crea- 
tor? To theſe may be added, that noted 
Text of St. Paul to the Philippians, Chap. 
2. v. 5, 6. Sc. Let this mind be in you, 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: who bein 
in the form of God [& wi O45] thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God [x up 
eg nynoarw T4 19) ig O16, Latin Vulg. 
Non rapinam arbitratus eſt eſe ſe .@qualem 
Deo. Tertullian, Non rapinam extfttmavil 
pariari Deo) But made bimfelf as ef no 
reputation [iaurvy cxiwvoss reduced himſelf as 
it were to emptineſs and nothing] taking 
uon bim the Form of a Servant Hefe , 
and was made in the likeneſs of men, &c. 
Which Paſſage ſupplies us with two Argu- 
ments for the Divinity of Chriſt ; the one 
from his Equality with the Father, implied 
in theſe Words, He bought it not robbery 10 
be equal with God; the other from his be- 
ing in*the Form of God, before he took 
by his Incarnation the Form of 'a Servant 
and the Likeneſs of Men: For as the 
Form of a Servant, certainly here means 
the very Nature of a true Man, ſo the 
Form of God no leſs certainly means the 
very Nature of the true Gd. 
The fourth Set o Texts which prove 
the Son of God to be no Creature; but 
the true God, are thoſe in which he is 
| declared 


* 
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declared to have been the Creator of all 
things that were made, in Heaven or 
Earth, viſible and inviſible. St. John 1. 
v. 3. Atl things were made by bim, [the 
Word] and without him was not ang thi 

made that was made [ed ] that is, not 

much as one ſingle thing. Therefore he 
himſelf was not made at all; and conſe- 
quently is no Creature, but the Creator of 
all chings. v. 10, 11. He was in the world, 
and the world was made by bim, and the 
world knew him not: _ He came unte bis 
own [&s vd id] and his own» received bim 
not. 1 Cor. 8. v. 6. To us there-1s bu gut 
Cod the Father, of whom. are all things, 
and we in bim; and one Lord. Jeſus Chrift 
by whom, are all things, and we by him. 
'Tis true, here is a Diſtinction of Pre- 
poſitions Of. and By ,. when tis ſaid that 
all things are of the. Father, and by tbe 
Son, [ Ji, 8.74 Tea ] [0 ſignify the Di- 
ſtinction of Perſons in the Unity of Ope- 
ration; and to intimate, if yon pleaſe, 
ſome kind of priority of Order, inaſmuch 
as the Son proceeding. from the Father, 
has his Being and Operation from him, 
and not the Sather from the Son: but 

not as if the Prepoſition %%, by, or 
thro', as the 1 Ariant will have it 
tranſlated; ſignifjed that the Son was no 
more than an Inſtrument of the Father 
created by him: ſince we find the ſame 


Ex preſſion, oy 474 vdrra, 57 or through. 


_ whom 
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whom all things twice applied to the Fa- 
ther himſelf, viz. Rom. 11, v. 36, and 
Heh. 2 v. 10. Hence Coloſſians 1. v. 15, 
16, 17. We read of Chriſt that he is the 
Image of the inviſible God, the firſt-bory 
e every Creature Lern ©4714; Hlictos, 
N. born before the whole Creation] For 
by bim were all things created, that are in 
Heaven, and that art in Earth, viſible and 
' inviſible, whether they be Thrones or Do- 
minions, or Principaſities or Powers, all 
things were created by bim, and for him, and 
be is before all things, and by bim all thing; 
conſiſt. Therefore Chriſt is the Creator 
not only of this viſible World, but of all 
the Orders of Angels: He is the firſt Be- 
inning and laſt End of all things: And 
By him they conſiſt and are prefery*d in their 
Being: Could any thing be ſaid more 
ſtrong or expreſſive. of his Almighty 
Power and Divinity? Hence alſo we read 
Heb. 1. v. 2. By whom (Chriſt) He 
(God) made the* Wirlds [vue div, And 
in the 2 verſe, the Son is ſaid to 
be upbolding all things by "the word bf bis 
power. And v. 10% 11, 12, The Apoſtle 
declares, thar the following Words of the 
P/almiſt were ſpoken of him, P.. 102, 
Thou Lord in the beginning baſt laid the 
ne of 15 7 and the heavens are 
the works of thy bands, They Hall periſh, 
but thou” remaineſt : and they al alt * 
vid an doth a garment, and as a veſture _ 
u 
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thou fold them up, and they ſhall be chang d: 
but thou art the ſame, and thy years ſhall 
not fail, Here are none of the Prepoſi- 
tions in, by, or thro* to crificize upon; but 
the Son is abſolutely declar'd to have been 
the Creator of Heaven and Earth, chang- 
ing all things, himſelf unchangeable and 
eternal, Now, there is nothing © more 
evident throughout the whole Bible, from 
beginning to end, than that the Creation 
of all things is the proper Character of 
the Divinity. He that built all things ts 
God, fays the Apoſtle, Heb. 3, v. 4. 
And the inviſible things of bim, from the 
creation of the world are clearly ſeen, being 


underſtood by the things that are made, even 


his eternal power and Godhead, ſo that they 
are without excuſe, &c, Rom. 1, 20. The 
Work: therefore of the Creation proclaims 
the Eternity and Divinity of the Creator: 
Now, this Creator, as we have. ſeen, is 
Chriſt 3 therefore Chriſt is indeed the 
eternal God. See in the Prophets, Fialms, 
Sc. innumerable other Texts, in which 
the Work of the Creation is repreſented 
as the certain Mark and Characteriſtick 


of the true and eternal God. P/alm 19, 


v. 1. Pſ. 96. v. 5. Pſ. 89 v. 11, 12. 
Fob 26. v. 7, Sc. 2 Kings 19, v. 4, &c. 
Iſaiah 4o, v. 26. J. 42, v. 5. J. 48, v. 
12, Jeremiah, 10, v. 11, 12, &r. Hence 
St. Paul, Rom. 1, v. 25. makes the hea- 
then Idolatry conſiſt in worſbiping and fer- 

| ving 
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ding the creature, rather than ibe creator, 
who is bleſſed for ever ; where he viſibly ſup- 

ſes that no Creature or created Being 
can be the Cor or Perſon creating: 
and conſequently Chriſt, who according to 


the ſame Apoſtle, is the Creator of all 


things, is no Creature, but God bleſſed 
forever. 

The fifth Ser of Scripture Texts which 
demonſtrate the Divinity of Chriſt, are 
thoſe in which the Titles and Attributes 
of the only true and living God are given 
to him. We have ſeen above, that he is 
ſtiled God, God with us, true God, great 
God, God above all bleſſed for evermore. 
To which we may add, that in almoſt 
every Page of the New "Teſtament, he is 
call'd The Lord IA Ke] the very 
Word by which the Septuagint always ren- 
der the incommunicable Name of the 
one true God, which (as we read it in the 


Hebrew Bible, with the Points proper to 


the Word Adonai) we pronounce Jebovab, 


tho* the true Pronunciation of it is long 


ſince loſt. Wenn ee 
There are alſo ſeveral Texts of the Old 

Teſtament in which Chriſt is called Jebo- 

vab and the Lord of Hoſts, or God of 1/rael, 


as thoſe Texts are explain'd to us by the 


divine Penmen of the New Teſtament. 
For Inſtance, 1/ajab 6. where the Prophet. 
declares to us the Viſion that he ſaw of the- 
Glory of the Lord of Hoſts (Jehovah. 
| Ticbaoth 
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Tſebaoth. or Sabaoth) v. 1, 2, 3. 1[/aw alſo 
the Lord filling upon a Throne, high and 
liſted up, and his train filPd the Temple. Above 
it flood the Seraphim. And one cried unto 
another, and ſaid ; Holy, Holy, Holy is TE 
Lokp or HosTs, the whole Earth is full 
of his Glory. v. 5. Then ſaid I, Vo to me, 
or mine Hes have ſeen the King Tus Loxp 
or HosTs, &c. Now we learn from St. 
Jobn Chap. 12. v. 41. That He whoſe 
Glory the Propher ſaw upon this Occaſion, 
was Chriſt ; therefore Chriſt is indeed Je- 
levab, the Lord of Hoſts. The Words of 
the Evangeliſt are as follows, after having 
quoted out of this ſame Chapter of Jaiab, 
what God Almighty ſpoke to the Prophet 
at the Time of this Viſion (v. 10.) Theſe 
things ſaid Eſaias, when be jaw bis Glory, 
and ſpoke of bim; that is of Chriſt, who 1s 
the Perſon of whom the Evangeliſt 1s there 
ſpeaking. The fame St. Jobn, Bay 19. 
v. 37. quotes as ſpoken of Chriſt, Zecha- 
riab 12. v. 10. Another Scripture ſaith, 4 5 
ſtall look on him whom they bave piercid. 
which Words, as they ſtand in the Prophet, 
are ſpoken by the Lord Jebovab. The 
Hall look upon mt whom they have pierc'd. 
Therefore Chriſt whom they pierc'd is Je- 
bovab, the only true and living God, the 
God of Vrael. Of the fame Jebovab the 
God of Hrael, the Prophet Jaiab is ſpeak- 
ing Chap. 45. where after telling us, v. g. 
I am the Lord (Jehovah) and there is 7 | 
elſe 
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elſe, there is no God beſides me. v. 6. I an 
_ the Lord (Jehovah) and there is none elſe, 
which he alſo repeats v. 14, 18, 21, & 22. 
He adds, v. 23. I bave ſworn by my ſelf — 
that unto me every knee ſhall bow, &c, *Tis 
viſible, if there be any Chapter in the 
whole Bible which is ſpeaking of the only 
true and living God, this muſt be one, 
Now the Apoſtle St. Paul, Rom. 14. v. 
10, 11. underſtands this Chapter of Chriſt, 
as appears from his Words, Vr ſhall all, 
lays he, ſtand before the Judgment Seat of 
CarisT. For it is written, M I live ſaith 


the Lord every knee ball bow. to me. There. 


fore Chriſt, before whoſe Judgment Seat 
we are all ro ſtand, is that Lord to whom 
every Knee ſhall baw, the true and living 
God, 7ehovab, the God of Mae. See 
allo Epheſ. 4. v. 7, 8, 9. where the 
Words Which are viſibly ſpoken by the 
Plalmiſt (B/ 68.) of the of Hrs, 
are interpreted by the Apoſtle as ſpoken 
of Chriſt. $8949 

Now nothing could be more expreſſive 
of the Divinity of the Perſon to whom it 
is attributed, than this Name Jebovab; 
which: God has appropriated to himfel}, 
Exod. 3. as ſignifying his Eternal, Tnde- 
pendent, neceſſary Being. I an who am, 
or I am He that is, i, Ego ſum qui ſum. 
As if he ſhould fay, I am He chat ' exiſts 
eſſentially, unchangeably, and 'eternally ; 
and this is implied by the Name Jebo- 


vab, 


„ „„ 
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vab, by which for the future I will be 


G known by you. Therefore ſince Chriſt, as 
'y we have ſeen, is Febovab, He is the neceſ- 
1 ſarily exiſtent Eternal God. \ 
5 Other Divine Titles which are attribu- 
Ne ted to Chriſt in Holy Writ, are Tre 


p MosT Hicn, or The Higheſt. Luke 1. v. 
4 76. Thou Child ſhalt be called the Prophet 
. of THe HIOCHEST : For ' thou ſhalt go be- 
| BW ſore the Face of the Lord, to prepare bis 


, ways, THE RD OF GLORY, 1. Cor, 
f | 2: . 8. Had they known, they would not 
6 bave crucified THE LoRD or GLORY. 


1 King os Kincs, and LorD or LoRps. 
Kev. 17. v. 14. The Lamb ſpall overcome 
a them: for he is LoxD or LoRDs, AND 
9 KinG or Kincs, Rev. 19, v. 16. He 
2 bath on his Veſture aud on his Thigh a 
* Name written, KING of KINGS AND 
I Loxp or Lorps, In fine, He is ſti- 
| led THe FIRST AND THE LAST. Ar- 
6 PHA AND OMEGA, the BEGINNING AND 
THE END, THE ALMIGHTY, Neu. 1. 
f 7. 8. Bebold be cometh with the Clouds, 
and every Eye ſpall ſee bim, and they alſo 
which piercd bim: and all Kindreds of the 
Earth ſhall wail becauſe of him :., even- ſo 
F Amen. I am ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE 
BROINVNVINO AND THE ENDING, ſaith 
the Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, THE ALMICHT V. v. 11. | 
Tam ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE FIRST | 
AND THE LAST. v. 17, 18. J am THE =— 
FIRST | 
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FirsT AND THE LasT: I am be that 
liveth (5 Cav) and was Dead. Rev. 2. v. 8. 
Theſe Things ſaith Thr FirsST AND THE 
LasT, which was dead and is alive. Rev. 
22. v. 12, 13. Bebold I come quickly, &c. 
1 am ArrHA anD OMEca, the Brolx- 
NING and the Exp, the FrRsr and the 
LasT. Now tis plain, that this Title of 
_ the Firſt and the Laſt belongs to God alone, 
who is the firſt Beginning and Laſt End 
of all things; of whom we read Haiab 
44. v. 6. I am the riss r, and I am the 
LasrT, and. beſides me there is no God, and 
Iſaiah 48. v. 11, 12. I will not give my 
Glory unto another an the FixsT, I 
alſo am the LasT. 

And as the Titles that belong to God 
alone are frequently in Scripture given to 
the Son; ſo alſo the Attributes, which are 
proper to God, are in many Places aſcrib'd 
to him, by the ſacred Writers; ſuch as 
Eternity, Immutability, Immenſity or 
Omnipreſence, Omnipotence and Omni- 
fcience. His Eternity is proved from all 
thoſe Texts above quoted, in which he 
is ſaid to be Aipba and Omega, The Be- 
ginning and the End, the Firſt and the Laft: 
He which is, and which was, and which 
is ſo come: The Firſt-born before the whole 
Creation: By whom the World and al! 
Things were made that were made, and 
without whom not ſo much as one thing 
was created, viſible or inviſible, in Heaven 
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or Earth: Therefore he himſelf is uncrea- - 
ted, and conſequently Eternal. The ſame 
is proved from thoſe Texts in which the 
Name Fehovab is attributed to him, which 
Name, as we have already taken notice, 
ſignifies Neceſſity of Exiſtence, or inde- 
pendent Eternity. Add to theſe Texts, 
Micab 5. v. 2. Thou Bethlehem Epbratab, 
bo“ thou be little among the Thouſands of 
Judah, yet out of thee. ſhall be come forth 
unto me, that is to be the Ruler in Iſrael, 
whoſe goings forth have been from of old, 
FROM EVERLASTING. Proverbs 8. v. 
22, &c. The Lord poſſeſſed me in the Be- 
ginning of bis way, before bis works of old : 
I was ſet up from cverlafting, from the Be- 
ginning, or ever the Earth was, when there 
were no Depths, I wa, brought forth, &c. 
v. 30. Then I was by him as one brought 
vp with him, and I was daily his Delight, 
rejoycing always before him, Which Words 
were underſtood by the whole Chriſtian 
Church from the Beginning, and even by 
the ancient Arians ' themſelves, of a Per- 
ſon; the Word or Wiſdom of God, that is, 
of the Son of God: who in this Text is 
declared to. have been always with God 
from Eternity. Hence, | Heb. 7. the A- 

{tle declares Melchiſedeck to have been a 
Type of Chriſt, in this, that no Beginning 
nor Ending of his Lite is any where re- 
corded. v. 3: Having neither Beginning 
of Days, nor End of Life, but made like 
unto the Son of God, &c. How could = 
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be liken'd in this to the Son of God, if 
the Son of God, in the Judgment of the 
Apoſtle, was not indeed without Begin- 
E Ending, and therefore Eternal? 
The ſame 1 Texts which prove 
the Eternity of the Son of God, prove 
alſo his Immutability. This is implied in 
the Name Febovab, which is fo often attri- 
buted to him in Holy Writ: This is 
clearly ſignified, when. he is ſaid to be 
Alpha and Omega, the Firſt, and the Laſt, 
&c. To which add that Text of 7b. 1. 
v. 10, 1, 12. where the facred Writer 
declaring the Excellence of Chriſt, oppo- 
ſes to the fading and changeable "nature 
of all things created, the unchangeable 
Permanence of the Son of God, the Crea- 
cor of all Things. Thou Lord in the Be- 
 ginning baſt laid the Foundation of the Earth, 
and the Heavens are the works of thine 


bands. - They ſpall periſh, but Tov RE 


MAINEST': and They all ſhall wax old as 


doth a Garment, and they fhall be caanc- 
2D: But To ART THE SAME; and 
thy Tears ſhall not fail. And to the ſame 
Effect we read, Heb. 13. v. 8. Jeſus Chriſt 
THE SAME "yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 
The Immenſity, Incomprehenſibility, or 

Omnipreſence of the Son of God, is proved 
from thoſe Texts, in which we are taught 
that whilſt he was here upon Earth, he 
was in Heaven; and being now in Hea- 
ven, is always in the midſt of us by his 
Divinity; ever upholding and fupporting 
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all things created, and conſequently always 
preſent to the whole Creation. St. Jobn 
3. v. 13. No Man hath aſcended up to Hea- 
vert, but be that came down from Heaven, 
den be Son of Man, who is in Heaven, St. 
Matth. 18. v. 20. Where two or three are 
gathered together in my Name, there am I 


in the. midſt of them, St. Matt: 28. v. 20. 


Lo I am with you always eden unto the End 
if the World. Cal. 1. v. 17. Where the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of the whole Syſtem of 
che Creation, of all things vifible and in- 
viſible, tells us, By bim [Chrift] all things 
conſiſt : | Tt wdiſe &, adm cuban: J as 
much as to ſay, by bim and in bim all 
things have their Being. And Heb: 1. v. 
3. He is faid to be vpholding all Things by 
the Word. of bis Power, 

The Omnipotence of the Son of God is 
proved from Rev. 1, v. 8. where he is 
call'd the . Almighty. {5 wailoxezgap ] and 
from the Texts above quoted, which a- 
ſcribe to him the Creation and Conſerva- 
tion of the whole Univerſe, and all chings 
therein. 48 

In fine, the Omniſcience of the Son of God 
proved from St. Jebn 16, v. 30. Now we 
are ſure that thou knoweſt all things St. John 
:1, v. 17. Lord thou knoweſt all things,' In 
both which Texts the Diſcourſe is directed 
to Chrift. And indeed, if there were an 
thing hidden from his Knowledge, it would 
be the Secrets of Man's Heart, which 
the Scripture tells us, are known to — ' 

| alone 
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alone. s 8, v. 39. A this 

Knowledge ſo our Lord claims to him- 
ſelf. 5 5 v. 23. 1 am be. that [earcheth 
the reins and the heart: and St. 5 hys 
of him, That be knew, all _ men, St. John 
2, v. 24. and that He knew what wa in 
man. V. 25, and of him is to be underſtood 
what is written of the A; r. Word, 
Heb. 4. v. 12, 13. The Words "God, 
A / i. e. the BH off Ward, "that 
is Chriſt, to whom this Name is appto- 
n St. Jobn 1 v. 3. and Rev. 19, 

13.) is qaick and rful ---- and 5 a 
e of the thoughts and intents 
heart 1, neutber is there any_ creature. tÞ by fi 
at manifeſt in Bis bt: but. all things ave 
naked and opened unte the eyes. of 21m wil) 
whom: tue baue 0 ds. N . 
alle] The Widen of Go, 1 C7 
In whom (Colol, 2, v. 3) wr 4 4 
treaſures of wiſdom and 27 175 Ang is 

H 


| . 255 dwelleth all the Tut 45 of 2 


. 195 "Oinniſcindt of it; 65 
God js uſually 2 HF. that To xt © 
Mart 12, v Bu of that” ddy 90 A 
beur knoweth A man, no nol the angels Whit 
are in begven, neil her the Son, but he ather 
Or as it in S. Mat. 2.4, Y. 36. Ay Fath# 
only... Bur chis is underſtood” of the Son 
coding to his human , Nature, ot ac- 
cording to what. he knows as. Son of x 115 


MY . human An reciſel 
* ee 
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US cot as he is Son of God. Dr. Clark him- 


elf dares not deny, but that the Son of 
Cod knows the Day of Judy gment (as well 


Ns the Holy Ghoſt the Spirit of God, of 
an hom it i written, 1 Cor. 2. v. 10, 11 
4 ſbe Spirit ſtartheth all things, yea"the deep 


ol Ls of God. For what man —— the 
| 7 tings of @ wan, ſave the Spirit of man which 
"2 s in bin? even ſo the res God know- 
ab no man but the Spirit And there- 
fore in his Reply, p 2 ute this 
Paſſage in this Sehe, that the Father ir 
the alone fountain of all knowledge, inſd- 
mach that no one knows thing, no wot 
wy La the Son himſelf, but by communication 
© BE from bim: which is very” true, inaſmuch 
% es the Son receives from the Father, by 
his eternal Generation, his Power, Know- 
edge, and all other Attributes, together 
with his Divinity; as being God of God, 
Light of Light, Cc. as we profeſs in the | 
Nicene Creed? But this without any Preju- 
dice of his Confubſtantialty. 
There remain fill many hh Texts of 
Scripture, which” prove the Divinity of 
Chrift : Particularly ſuch as attribute to 
bim Honours due to God alone. As rft, 
Divine Adoration, Heb. . v. 6. And gain, 
when be bringeth in the firſt-begotten into the 
world, be faith, Let all the” angels of God 


* and dur aud twenty elders fell dtn 
the Land, having every one of them 
H - harps 


worſhip bi. And Rev. 5. v. 8. The bur. 
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barps and golden vials full of * which 
ure ibe proyers of Saints. 2dly, Divine 
Praijes 44 Doxology. Kev. 5. v. 115. 
i Every creature which is in beaven and on 
j the eurtb, &c. heard I ſaying, Bleſſing and 
honour and glory and power | be unte him 
4 that ſitieib upon. the 7. brone, and uno the 
i Lamb for ever and ever. See allo Rev, 9. 
1 Ferns e- 5, 6. Unto: him that 
| leveg us, and 10 d u, from our Sins in 
| re, Ange Fer agen a ngs and 
j Prieſts be Rethas:s tn. hom Fo 
| Glory and Dominion for ever and ever, Anen. 
(|| gly, The Honour of having @ Temple, 
1 Malachi 3. v. 1. Bebold 1 will: ſend my Me- 
ener, and be ſball prepare the tuay befar: 
me, and the. Lord —— e feel ball 8 
denly come o Hs TEMPLE»: Aly. 
Honour of having Prizfts to officiate to 
| him, no leſs thin. his Father, Rev. a. 
b v. 5. They ſhall be Prigſts & (God an, 
| Chriſt; Sly, The Honout of being con-! 
5 jointly with his Father, the 7 — 260 the 
| Liebt of the 8 Jeratalem ; and of 
| Having be River of tbe Maler of Lie, by 
| - which is meant the eternal Beaticuderof the 
Saints, flowing from his Throne. Rev. 21. 
v. 22, 2. The: Lord God Almigluy and, 
THE LAM are ibe TEUur IZ of it. Ad 
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the City bad no. nerd of the Sun, neither. of 1 
the. Moon to Hine in it ; for th Gl u Nh * 
(God did lighten it, and THE Laws i be 
Lionr thereof. Neu. 22. v. 1. He ſhew'd 
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me'a pure River of Water of Life, clear as 
Cryſtal, - proceeding out of tbe FRO of 
God and of rms Lamns;,” bly; The Ho- 
four of being join'd with his Father as 
the Auther of Grace, in the | moſt ſolemn 
Invocations for Merey, Grace, and Peace, 
in the beginning of almoſt all the Apo- 
ſtolical Epiſtles, and upon ſeveral other 
Occaſions; where it would certainly have 
been highly injurious to the divine Majeſty 
to put upon the Level with him any 
Lela, how much dignified ſoever (ſince 
wharſoever is created is infinitely inferior 
to the Creator:) How much more to aſcribe 


do che Creature: the Glory of our Salva- 


tion Which God declares belongs to him 
* \J/aiab 43. v. 11. I, even © amthe 
Lord, and beſide me there is no SAVIOUR. 


"Hoſea''1 $:v. 4. There is 'n0 Saviour be- 


5 In fine, the Honour of bei 
Joinkd wich the Father and the Holy G 
in the ſolemn Form of Baptiſm, by which 


alli Nations were to be initiated into the 
Service of this divine Prmity, and into 


the Communion of his Church. St. dap. 
281 v. 19. G teach all Natzons, baplixinę 
them in ibe Name of the Fathers and \ of the 


Son, and of the: Holy Ghoſt. Can any thing 
be more abſurd than to imagine, t 
(this ſolemn Commiſſion the Sovereign Ma- 


that in 


jeſty of God would be pleas'd to be join'd 


| wich two. of his Creatures? whereas in very 


» deed," what ſoever is not the ttue and giv - 
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* is at ee n 
from him; as not to bear the leaſt 
of Proportion with him: Nay, the 
Atom compar'd to the Univerſe, is more 
than any Creature or all Creatures dog 
ther com red to GW. 
Sent. I have heard you all along with 
a great deal of Pleaſure, and am convin- 
ced by the many clear Texts which 0⁰ 
have alledg'd, that the Scripture is certaio- 
ly-on the Catholick fide in this Contre- 
verſy concerning the Divinity af Chriſt. 
But are there not alſo ſome ons Sori- 
pfture produced the Arians and Sociu 
ans, in behalf of their -Syſtem, in which 
the Father's cy is aſſerted, and 
the Son is declared 0 "he Fae 4-00 to him, 
and his Inferior? © h 901 
"Fat. The Texts: of Spee alledg'd 
by thoſe Gentlemen, are far from making 
out their Pretenfions ; which aim 'at'no- 
thing leſs than degrading the Son of God, 
and reducing bim into che number of 
(Creatures, that is to ſay, Nr apnv= 
Beings, which God by tis 1 Free will prod 
ced out of nothing, and can annihülate at 
Pleaſure, Now/- i any one of chem all, to 
cite ſo much as one ſingle Text, to prove 
chat this is the Caſe of the 8on of G04. 
Tis true, our Saviour tells us, St. John 
14. v. 28. N Father i ef, ban T. 
But as there are two Natures in Chriſt, 
IM a e to under tand 
| this 
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this of our Saviour, inaſmuch as - he---is 
Man; and according to his human Nature; 
— ta which he is without all 
Doubt ſubject to his Father, dependent 
on him, and created by him. Nay, tho' 
we were to underſtand that Text of Chriſt 
according to his Divinity, (as ſome of the 
Fathers have underſtood it, even ſince the 
time of the Council of Nice) it ſtill falls 
lar ſhort of the Socinian and Arian Sy- 
ſtem 3 becauſe. it till implies no more than 
what any Catholick may and will allow, 
without any Prejudice to his, Cauſe, viz. 
=- nip ure nd is ter og the Son, 
ratiane Origins, that is to ſay preciſely, 
ina ſmuch as che Son proceeds from the Fa. 
ther, and not the Father from the Son. 
The Father is Principium fine Principia, 
becauſe he proceeds from no other Perſon; 
He! is, the undoxiginated Fountain of the 
Divinity, Cod f himſelf, and conſequently 
Eimſel . Eternal, Immenſe, Omnipotent, 
„The Son is * God, Light of 
Leb, receiving by an Eternal Generation 
from... lus Father all che divine Attributes, 
together wich his Divinity itſelf. And in this 
Senſe we may without Scruple allow, that 
che Father is greater than the Son; be- 
cauſe the, Son has nothing but what he has 
Feceiv'd from the Father; But it mult nor, 
nor, cannot. be jnferr?d from hence, that the 
$on41s leſs, God chan che Father, or that 
wy H 3 Nature, 
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divine Attributes ; becauſe the contrary is 
demonſtrated from all thoſe innumerable 
Texts of Holy | Writ, which we have 
above quoted, for the Divinity and Con- 
ſubſtantiality of the Son of God. Eſpe- 
cially if you take along with them a Mul. 
titude of Scripture: Authorities, which prove 
moſt evidently, that there can be but One 
God; and conſequently if the Son be God, 
that be muſt be the ſame God with the 
Father, equal in Nature, Duration, and 
Perſection. For a greater God and a leſſer 

j God. muſt needs be Two. God, and not 
| R TR 


Gent. I muſt own, 1 have never yet 
met with any Scripture Text alledg'd a. 
gainſt the Divinity of- Chriſt, that might 

not eaſily be anſwered, either by explain 
ing it of Chriſt conſidered in his human 
Capacity; or elſe by expounding it, as 

vou have done the Text, My Father i: 

greater Iban I, of aà certain Priority of 
Order, and af Origin, by which the Son 

Has nothing, and can da nothing, but b) 
b „Communication from the Father, tho 
1 hat het. has. receiv'd ſrom the Father be 

no less Iufinite than the Father himfelf, 
| Fj - age an thing to add to juſtify your 
- Iſtexpretiog/the Scriptures in this manner: 
i 3 . ogy in tes to _ 
Pet: che Sciptures in this manner, by the 
| ual and uninterrupted Tradition ſs 
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the Church of God, ever ſince the Time 
of che Apoſtles; which has always under - 
ſtood the Scriptures in the Senſe which we 
now maintain; has always believ'd the 
Divinity of Chriſt, given him the Sove- 
reign Worſhip, and condemn'd all thoſe 
for Hereticks, that have preſumed to call 
in Queſtion this grand Article of her Be- 
lief. Witneſs che Cerint bians and Ebionites 
in the firſt Century, againſt whom the Be- 
loved Diſciple is ſuppoſed to have wrote 
his Goſpel ; witneſs Theodotus and Attemas 
in the ſecond Century; the Paulianiſts in 
the third, and the Arians in the fourth; 
who were all at their firſt Appearance ana- 
thematized by the whole Church of Chriſt; 
and, like rotten Branches lopp'd off from 
che Tree, have all wither'd away, and 
after ſome time quite come to nothing: 
An evident Conviction, that the Syſtem 
which they maintain'd, was not the Goſpe! 
Truth ;, againſt which the Gates of Hell 
can never prevail. St. Matt. 16. v. 18. 
Now that the Church of Chriſt has not 
erred in chis Capital Article, we are con- 
vincd; Firſt, becauſe Chriſt has promi- 
ſed to preſerve her from any ſuch Error: 
St. Mail. 16. v. 18. Chap. 28. v. 19, 20. 
St. Taba 14. v. 6, 17. 2dly; Becauſe ab- 
ſtracting from the Promiſes of Chriſty it 
cannot be likely that the Primitive Church 
mould miſtake che Doctrine of the A 
ſtles, in a. Matter of ſo great Conſequence ; 
4 H4 or 


T2 e Crounderef 
or that knowing their Doctrine, ſhe ſhould 
und ſo quickly deviate from 

Icy, Becauſe if we allow ſuch un 
eurly Apoſtaſy of the Church, we impeach 
the Wiſdom of Chriſt, who came down 
from Heaven in vain: And we make 
Chriſtianity” to have been no more than 
an Exchange from one Idolatry to another. 
For what is Idolatry according to the 
Apoſtle, © Rom. 1. v. 25. but wor/bipping 
and ſerving the Creature,” rather tban the 
Creator,” who is Bleſſed for” terme? 
Sent. You have ſaid enough on this Head: 
It only remains, that you add a Word ot 
two from Scripture, concerning the Divi- 
nity of the Holy Ghoſt. Tho I am con- 
tent you ſhould be ſhore on this Article, 
decauſe I don't know of any at pre ſſent 
that acknowledge the Divinity of the Son, 
who do not alſo readily believe that of the 
Holy Ghoſt: So that as you have-prov'd 
at large the one, you may be ſo much 
the ſhorter in the othert ot 27 
Tut. Te comply wich your Deſire, I 
mall preſent you with a ſhort Surtimaty 
of what the Scriptures have taught us con- 
ing the Perſon of the Hoy Ghoſt, 
the Spirit of God from whence the Fas 
thers and other Divines, demonſtrate his 
Divinity. 1. Tbe Holy Ghoſt in the 
Scriptures is abſolutely 'call'd God. A4. 

v. 3, 4 Peter ſaid, Ananas, ceiy bath 

Satan filled thy Heart 10 le 1d ibe Holy 
159195 Ghoſt ? 


Geer 
it. | 
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Gbeſt ? Thou-baſk nat lyed unto Men, but un- 
% God, 2 849! 2. He is, call'd, Jehoyab, 
SPLIT of Haſts, Ad, 28. v. 25, 26, 
Hall pale the Holy Gba by. Elass the 
Prophet unto our 1 ſayiag. C unte 
this People and ſay, He aring, 25 ye foall hear 
and ſhall not untierſtand, ſeeing ye ſhall 
ſer and. not perceive, agg Which Words 
are taken out of {Jaiah 6, and are there 
ſpoken, by. Jehovah the Lond of Hoſts, 
ing in his Thereſore the 
* * Ghoſt is Jehova, ; Lord of Hoſts. 
Blaſphemy againſt bim is declared un- 
2 St. Malt. 12. v. 31, 32. 4. 
e is ſet on the level with God the Fa- 
ther, and the Son, in the ſolemn, Form of 
Baptiſm, St. Matt. 28. v. 19. 6, He is 
join d with God the Father, and the Son, 
in — Invecations for Grace, 2. Cor. 18. 
v. 14. The Grace of: the Lord Fejus Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, and the Communion 
F 4be Holy Ghojs. be wich you all. Amen. 
6, To him is aſcrib'd an 1 
Miſſion opp == par of ons — — 
Miniſtry, 13. v. 2. As they miniſir 

tothe Lari and , the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, 
Separate mt Barnabas and Saul for the toorł 
wherennto I have called them. See Ads 20. 
v. a8, & 9 Hers join d with the Father 
in the ſame common Miſſion even of che 
Son hirmſelf, Iuiab 48. v. 16. The Lord 
Cad and bis Spirit: halb fent me. 8. He 3s 
the immediate Author, and worker of Mi- 
> W vx) H 5 | racles, 
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racles, Rom: 15. v. 19. 1. Cor. 12. v. 4, 
8. 11. even of thoſe done by Chriſt him- 
ſelf; St. Malt. 12. v. 28. F caſt vi 
Devils by the Spirit God, &c. Ad 10. 
v. 38. How Cod anvinted "Fefus "of Naza- 
mth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with Power 
tho went about oo ned „ and bealing al 
that were 2 4 2 Devil, fur God 


was with . e is the 1 $4 
the Prophets WF les. 2. Pet. Toy 

21. Holy Men ſpake as they wert 
moved by the 2 G bet. St. Jobn 14. v. 


26. - The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, 
_ - whom the Father — Kara in my Name, 
be ſhall teach you all things, &c. 10. Our 
Juſt ification is attribut As him. 1. Cor. 
6. v. 11. 77 are ſanctiſed, ye are juſtified in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit. 
of our God. 11. Men's Bodies are his Tem- 
ple, 1. Cor. 6. v.10. Dur Body is tbe Temple if 
the Holy Gboſt. And by being Tue | 
the Temple of God. x Cor. 3. v. 16. Knou 
ye not, that ye are tbe Temple of Cod; end the 
© the Spirit of God awelleth in you ? In fine, 
he is in God, and knows the Mind of Goc 
as perfectiy ava Man knows his ow 
Mind; and that in 5 of all | things 
even the Jeep things of God, 1 Cor. 21 
v. 10, 11. The Spiritfoarchetb” all thing: 
yea the deep things of God) For what Mani. 
: bora the things of A Nan, ſave the Spiri] 
/ a Man, which is in bim ? Even ſo ile 
things of God knoweth no Man but the. Sf! 
ri W God. = H B 
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By all which Texts, and many others, 
we are taught to believe and profeſs, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is the true God, as well 
as the Fatker and the Son; and conſe- 
quently the ſame God with them; ſince 
the whole Scripture and Chriſtian Church, 
from the very beginning, acknowledges 
no more than one God. This is that Di- 
vine Trinity of Three Perſons in One 
God, of which we read, 1 Jabn g. v. 7. 
There be three that bedr witneſs in Heaven, 
The Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
and theſe three are one. To whom be all 
Honour and Glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 01d 
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reſy of Iconoclaſts; or Image 
Breakers, being a brief Relation of che | 
Lives and Deaths of thoſe Emperors d 
the Eaſt, who firſt ſet it u F mains 
tain'd it, or zealouſly oppor'd = N 
cruſh'd it. Collected by R 
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Son, and of the Spirit. With 4 
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